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Senator O’Brien asked:

First, can you give me some detail on the resources that are applied to border protection at our ports.  What was the situation before this package and how will those resources be boosted in order to improve our protection measures after the package is put in place?
Answer:

Prior to the additional funding approved by the Government in the 2001/02 Budget, AQIS allocated some 250 full time equivalent (FTE) staff to cargo management and vessel clearance activities associated with Australia’s international seaports.  The additional funding has resulted in 111 additional FTE AQIS staff being allocated to these activities.  These AQIS staff are supplemented by some 52 contract personnel who are engaged as required through a third party to provide general assistance, such as minor cleaning of contamination on sea containers.

AQIS carries out a wide range of quarantine activities relating to Australia’s international seaports.  This includes the clearance of vessels (including ballast water), passengers and crew as well as ensuring effective containment, monitoring and disposal of vessel and other quarantine waste.  Vector monitoring and other general surveillance activities are also carried out at wharves and associated areas.  In addition, containerised, non-containerised and bulk cargo and cargo containers are inspected and treated or directed for treatment or further inspection as required.  Qualified Quarantine Officers perform most of these activities.  Assistance is provided, where required and appropriate, by contract labour under the supervision of qualified Quarantine Officers.  Contractors perform low level, routine activities such as container cleaning.
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