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Senator Cash (written) asked: 
 
Freedom of Information: How many FOI requests is the Department currently 
processing? Of these, how many are overdue?  For each overdue request, 
how many days is it overdue by?  
 
 
Answer: 
 
As at COB 30 September 2012 the Department had 1024 requests on hand.  
A total of 303 requests were on hand over 30 days, of which 64 had valid 
extensions under the legislation and 239 requests were outside the statutory 
timeframe. 
 
The very detailed information sought on the number of days cases were 
overdue at a point in time is not readily available in consolidated form and it 
would be a major task to collect and assemble it. The considerable resources 
required to collate the information cannot be justified. 
 
Of the 303 requests the Department had on hand over 30 days, 100 were on 
hand for 31-60 days, 39 were on hand for 61-90 days and 164 were on hand 
for more than 90 days. 
 


