largest airport, including
baggage handlers with
high-level security clear-
ances. have been involved
in drug-smuggling and
stealing from passengers,
according to a classified
Customs report that also
suggests staff pose a terror-
ism threat.

A probe by investigators into
airport workers from toilet
cleaners to pilots has found
evidence of alleged critninal
conspiracies between groups

FOREIGN NE
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Airport staff ‘sn

WORKERS at the nation’s

of employees with access to
the most secure areas of Syd-
ney alrport.

The report, obtained by The
Australian, details serious
security breaches and illegal
activity by baggage handlers,
air crew, ramp and trolley
workers, security screeners
and cleaners,

It says baggage handlers
have diverted bags containing
large amounts of narcotics
from incoming international
flights to domestic baggage
carousels, sometimes chang-
ing baggage tags, to avoid
Customs examination.

“Baggage handlers are sus-
pected of large-scale pillage

Secret Customs report

€exposes criminal links

and may use the roof area to
gain illegal entry to passenger
baggage,” the report says.

The roster system makes it
easy for baggage handlers to
get thelr “mates” working in
the same gang, it says.

But the report, completed in
September last year, provides
no direct evidence to support
convicted marijuana smuggler
Schapelle Corby’s defence

that drugs were planted in her
luggage by corrupt baggage
handlers between RBrisbane
and Sydney.

The Customns investigation
found no evidence of domestic
drug-smuggling between Aus-
tralian airports.

It found Customs checks on
aircrew were relatively rare
despite evidence showing that
they were “an extremaely high

Katharine Murphy

THE Howard Government
has foreshadowed a dra-
matic expansion of Austra-
Ha’s uranium mining indus-
try, identifying Indonesia,
Thailand and Vietnam as
future export markets as
South East Asia becomes a
player in nuclear energy.

SV ST AN

Linking the nation’s uran-
um 8xports &

I'll meetyou halfway,
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nuggling drugs’

AIRPORT SECURITY RISKS

5t International baggage diverted to
domestic carousels

X Security screeners with crimina
records

3 Aircrews rarely checked by Customs
it Theft from baggage and aircraft
duty-free trolleys

o

& Engineers with duplicate keys

= ‘Black holes” not under surveillance

involved in the importa-
tion of narcotics and are
current subjects of
alerts,” it says,

The report says 39
security screeners out of
500 employed at the air-
port have a serious crim-
inal conviction, with a
further 39 having been
convicted of minor mat-
ters. It says 14 had ques-
tionable immigration
Status and two were re-
ferred to the Depart-

continue to uncover numerous
“black spots” in the maze of
baggage tunnels beneath the
airport, which cannot be cap-
tured by surveillance cameras.

The black spots were alleg-
edly known to baggage han-
dlers and other employees and
used as dropping-off points for
drug importations.

The two Customs operations,
dubbed Tempest and Berlap,
targeted two groups of baggage
handlers, each working in a
gang of six. Investigators dub-

€xecutives had been sent a
copy of the report last Septem-
ber, but did not appear to have
acted on it.

The source ciaimed senior
Customs staff were furious
about the report's findings
and suggesied that commer-
cial considerations within the
airport may be a reason fora
delayed response.

“We have people that don't
want to rock the boat and
nothing upsets the running of
an airport more than the out-

ik, “Intelligence from other
AW enforcement agencies sug-
‘es5ts that some Asian-
‘ecruited Qantas crew may beo

ment of Immigration gg
illegal immigrants.

A well-placed Customs

source Lold The Australian

ranean appearance.
yesterday that investigators

bed one the “Anglo Saxong”
and the other the "Swarthies"
——a reference to their Mediger-

The Customs source said

ing of staff who have very
strong unions behind them. If
we took one person out there is
Continued — Page 2

More reports — Page 2

Tony Koch

JOHN Howard yesterday pledged to
“meet the indigenous people of this
countiry more than halfway if neces-
sary” to unite hlack and white
Australia, and acknowledged that
indigenous Australians were ‘“the
most disadvantaged people in the
country”,

Eight years after Aboriginal
leaders turned their backs on
the Prime Minister to protest
against his refusal to apologise
for past injustices and recog-
nise the stolen generations,
Mr Howard received a warm
reception and enthusiastic ap-
Dlause at the Reconciliation
Auslralia conference in Can-
berra yesterday.

Mr Howard gave a commit-
ment that hisz Governmerng

Kol noc Cwind sack  or

owar tells black leaders

most blemished chapter in the
history of this country,

“We recognise that communal
interest in, and spiritual attachment
to, land is fundamental to Indige-
nous culture.”

Co-chair of Reconciliation Austra-
Ha Jackie Huggins said the mes-
sages from Mr Howard were ‘“very
positive”.

“The issues that struck a chord
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Airport staff are
‘smuggling drugs’

From Page 1

no way that could happen
without disrupting the travel
of 30,000 people.”

One of the gangs is alleged
by investigators to have been
involved in the imporiation
late last year of 10kg of co-
caine, which was removed
from the baggage processing
system before it could be
X-rayed.

The report claims that
ramp workers and baggage
handiers were linked to East-
ern Suburbs drug smuggling
syndicates.

Officials monitoring the
gang became aware of the
pending importation, which
was due to arrive on Lan-
Chilte flight 801, on October 7.
Only several of the alleged
gang were rostered on. The
remainder, according to offi-
ciats, appeared noticeably ex-
cited.

However, the importation
was delayed for 24 hours and
eventually arrived on Aeroli-
nas Argentinas flight 1881 on
October 8, the same day Cor-
by’s baggage passed through
Sydney airport en route to
Bali.

One official said the sce-
nario used during numerous
earlier importations had been
for the smuggler to check in
last, meaning their bag was
left outside the baggage crate
stored in the plane’s cargo
hold.

The loose bag is typically
removed first, from the plane
in Sydney and placed on a
luggage trolley ir: between the
secured crates carrying pas-
senger luggage. It then begins
a 600m journey through the
airport basewment corridors
that lead to the haggage dis-
pensing area.

The official, speaking on
condition of anonimity,
claimed@ the drugs are re-
moved from the bag, in a
process known as ratting, at
one of three blind-spots along

the way. They are hidden
there before later being re-
moved from the airport.

The official said hours of
footage had been recorded by
surveillance cameras of
lower-level criminality within
secure areas of the airport,
ranging from stealing valua-
bles from suitcases, to using
passenger bags to smuggle
goods stolen abroad.

Since 1995, the Australian
Federal Police has also run its
own investigation, known as
Operation Bareena, into al-
leged criminality at the airport.

Customs said it could not
comment on its operations. A
spokeswoman for Sydney Air-
port Corporation said it co-
operated closely with Cus-
toms and law enforcement
agencies, but had not heard of
operations Tempest or Ber-
iap.

The report notes the diffi-
culties experienced by Cus-
toms offers in tracking much
of the activity in the airport or
identifying staff on duty.

It says baggage handiers
rosters allow shift swapping
angd the use of airport person-
nel to perform overtime away
from their usual work station.

“The work practice of some
airport employees to organise
their own replacements has
to be regarded as very dubi-
ous when seen under the
guise of internal conspir-
acies,” the report says.

“The rostering system,
which groups work gangs to-
gethier, facilitates the possibil-
ity of organised crime or in-
ternal conspiracies being
operated.”

Union activity often makes
surveillance difficult, the re-
port says.

“Very strong union pres-
ence onh Lhe tarmac area and
the ever threatening inter-
vention of union delegates ...
is always fraught with contro-
versy.” it savs.
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Cleaners
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Security operat

Martin Chuisv
ionathan Porier

CUSTOMS mvestigators be
iieve the navion’s largest inter-
national airport has been
stacked with statf from spe-
cific ethnic hackgrounds.
some of whom are known
police here and abroach

The classified risk assess-
ment of all Swdney airport
employees with security clear-
ances also showed thal ruony

it said an intelligence probe
had revealed {hat about 10 per
cent of the 300 security screen-
ers had criminal convictions.
half of them serious.

Security workers are pri-
marily responsinle for
X-raying cabin baggage and
clearing passenpgers through
meval detectors.

The investigation revealed
that the names of 14 employees
raisedd concerns with the De-
pariment of Immigraiion and
NMuliculngs enc Indigenous

S g, wiie oo rurher 18 could
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Baggage conveyor !oaders

P

Contamer Ioadﬂrs/ operaiors
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ration rife with criminals

«ce probe
at 10 per
v screen-
victions,

are pri-
e for

not be found on any DIMIA
database. The repgort. marked
“Highly Protected™. saic jobs as
airporl security screeners were
highly sought after “particu-
larly by Muslim groups”™.

“It could be arguscd that

licences tlespite their grasp of
English being minimal.”

The repor: said one securicy
guard and his family were
members of a “fanatical” reli-
gious group.

Among Lrolley distributors.

the systernatic stealing from
carpark angd haggage.

“Same of L"m..‘ parsons
hinve wlfiliations wi radical
an(l are ,een as o
linbility.
ans with

we and  racial if not ideclogical profil  the report savs. “there is tly i Syd
chrough  ing is now an accepted purt of predominance ot Miadle East- enowtied for
risk assessment.” it said, ern rmale employees in their gong r ram taids, theft.
vevealed “Tovestigations revealed early 2057 drive- by .1nr.1( -rebirthing,
nployees  that some :Prurity guards ... “It wat fei some of the men “The vulner Lty of Svd-
the De- have been in Ausiralia for were under Lthe influence of a ney airpori ... shoukl not be
don and  relatively shorl periods of time  particular supervisor who ungerevaiuasied in rerms of
ligenous  yet have already been issued used his ‘lieutenants in the counter-terverisim or nther
Mcould with security and firearms cistribution ol nareotics and  eriminal setiy
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itinerants.

Four years after Lat
shocked even itself by w
ning government in the t:
ritory for the first time, I
Martin is widely tipped
call the election for June

But Ms Martin was ¢
about the election date y«
terday following the relea
of an independent ingui
that found territory petr
prices were consistent
higher than the rest of ti
nation's due to the small si
of the market.

The Chief
Minister
refused to in-
crease the
Government's
1.lc a litre sub-
sidy. but vowed
to refer to the
Australian
Competition
and Consumer
Commission
any businesses
that were un-
fairly inflating
petrol prices.

This election
will be the first
time the Coun-
try Liberal Party has gonet
the polis as the Oppositio:
having dominated territor
politics for 27 years until it
surprise defeat in 2001.

This will also be the fire
test for Labor's hold on a
the states and territorie
since Geoff Gallop's Got
ernmen! was re-elected i
Western Australia earlie
this year.

The most bitter battlle
will be fought in Darwin’
marginal northern suburhs
where the party that win.
mast seals is usnally the om
that wins government
Labaor hotlds 13 of Lthe 25 seat:
in parliament.

Labor and the CLP wil
concentrate on economi
development. sinal! busines:
operations and the ability ¢
the Mariin Luhor Govern
ment o generate project:
around the territory.

Law and order - pariicu
larly dealing wiih drunker
Aboriginal itineranis — it
also likely to be a major
focus of the campaign. with
both sides talking tough on
“anti-social behaviour™ and
emphasising the need tc
prolect the territory’s
unigue lifestyle.

Burke




