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Question No. 19

Senator Brandis asked the following question at the hearing on 19 October 2009:

How can the protocol agreed between the Chief Justice of the Family Court and Chief Federal
Magistrate not fetter individual judicial discretion in contested transfer matters?

The answer to the honourable senator’s question is as follows:

The protocol is not a legislative instrument and has no binding effect. It is intended to provide
guidance on the most appropriate jurisdiction in which to commence proceedings or have
proceedings determined.


