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Question No. 63
Senator Ludlam asked the following question at the hearing on 20 October 2008:
In relationto community legal centres

a) regardig the makeupof StateandFederal funding for communty legal centres,hasthere
beena declining Federalcontributionascompare to the States, at the sane timethere hasbeenan
increasedlemandon theseservices

b) regardig thearbitrary distinctionscregaedwhenthe Comnonwedth will only payfor
commonwedh law matters andStatespick up costsfor Stae matters,will there be areviewof this
Feder& Stae breakdown,and

c) areyouawareof thecomparisorbetweenAustraia and therestof the OECDregardng
sperding percaptaontheprovisionof legalaid? Canyou provideacompaison?

The answer to the honourable senator’s question is asfollows:

a) TheCommonwealthhasnot decreaseds contributionto the Comnunity Legal Sewices
Program. SomeStaeshavesignificantlyincreasedunding to commnunity legalcentreswithin their
jurisdiction In 2008-09, the Stateshaveallocaed $26.3milli onin fundingfor communitylegal
centresandtheir statepeakbodieswith the Commonwedh contibuting $25.9million to the
CommunityLegal ServicesProgram.

The Goverrmentannounceddditioral oneoff fundingof $10million in 200708 for the
Commonweah CommunityLegal Senices Programto assst Commonwedh fundedcommuniy
legalcentreso maragetheincreasng demandfor their servies. A rangeof sugport projectswas
alsofunded.

b)  Fundingfor communitylegalcentesis notrestridedto Commonwedh law mattes. This
funding policy only appliesto Commonweah fundingof legal aid.

c) TheDeparmentis awarethatfrom timeto time compaisonsaremadebetweenAustralia’s
and otha counties’ reectiveexpenditureper captaonlegalaid. Collecing the informationon
differencesbetweenothercountries’legal systensandlegd assistane prograns would requirea
significant diversionof resources
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