SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LEGAL AND CONSTITUTIONAL AFFAIRS
ATTORNEY-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT

Sub Program 1.1.2
Question No. 6
Senator s Barnett and Brandis asked the following question at the hearing on 25 May 2009:

Can the Committee be provided with a copy of the letter from the Commission to the
Attorney-Genera first advising of Mr Calma stravel to attend the Durban Review Conference?
Is such correspondence general practice within the Attorney-General’ s Portfolio?

The answer to the honourable senator’s question is asfollows:

On 14 January 2009, the President of the Commission wrote to the Minister for Foreign Affairs,
who has responsibility for Australia s involvement in the Durban Review Conference. A copy of
this letter was tabled by the President at the hearing on 25 May 2009.

The Commission did not write separately to the Attorney-General.

The Commission included areference to Mr Calma' s attendance at the Durban Review Conference
inaregular circular which isissued asamediarelease. A copy of the circular is also provided to
the Attorney-General’ s office and the Department. A copy of thisreleaseis attached.

In accordance with the departmental guidelines for overseas visits by statutory office holders and
heads of agencies within the Attorney-General’ s portfolio, the normal practice within the portfolio
isthat heads of agencies are required to seek permission from the Attorney-Genera or

Minister for Home Affairs, as appropriate, for any international travel, but other statutory office
holders in the agencies obtain their approval from the head of their agency.
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What's Happeni ng at the Commi ssion?
16 - 22 April 2009

Foll owi ng is an update on what the Australian Human Ri ghts Conmmission and its
Presi dent (The Hon. Catherine Branson QC) and Conmi ssioners (Graene |nnes AM
Li z Broderick and Tom Calnma) will be doing over the next week.

This information is intended as a guide only. |Issues or events nmay arise during
the week, which aren’'t covered in this docunent. Please keep an eye on the news,
medi a rel ease and speeches sections of the Conmission's website

(www. humanri ghts. gov. au) for the | atest updates.
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Thur sday, 16 April

* President Branson - conducting Hunan Ri ghts Act consultation workshops in
Adel ai de.

* President Branson — attending lunch at the Adel aide Day Centre for
Homel essness i n Adel ai de.

* Commi ssioner Calma — attending the Australian |ndigenous Leadership Centre
Board Meeting in Canberra.

* Conmi ssioner Innes - 14-20 April - taking annual | eave.

* Commi ssi oner Broderick — speaking at the Australian Local Governnent Whnen’'s
Associ ation Biennial National Conference in Adel ai de.
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Friday, 17 April

* Commi ssioner Calma — neeting with Cape York representatives in relation to
WIld Rivers legislation in Sydney.

*k* ***k **k*%
Monday, 20 April

* Conmi ssioner Calma — 20-24 April - attending the 2009 Durban Revi ew Conference
i n Geneva.

* Conmmi ssioner Broderick — neeting with Gail Kelly, CEO Westpac Banking
Corporation in Sydney.
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Tuesday, 21 April

* Commi ssioner Innes — 21-22 April — conducting Hunman Ri ghts Act consultation
wor kshops in Tasnani a.
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Wednesday, 22 April

* Commi ssioner Broderick — neeting with Ms Grace Portolesi, Menber for Hartl ey,
South Australia in Sydney.
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* Speeches will be available at

www. humanri ght s. gov. au/ about / nedi a/ speeches/i ndex. html foll owi ng delivery.

* Media rel eases/alerts are avail abl e at

www. humanri ght s. gov. au/ about / nedi a/ nedi a_r el eases/ i ndex. ht n

* (Opi nion pieces are avail abl e at

www. humanri ght s. gov. au/ about / nedi a/ nedi a_r el eases/ op_ed/i ndex. ht Ml fol |l ow ng
publi cati on.

* Legal submissions are available at

www. humanri ght s. gov. au/ | egal / subm ssi ons/ i ndex. ht

Disclaimer: This information is correct at the tine of witing. The Conm ssion
takes no responsibility or liability for any changes that occur after the date
of publication.



