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10 June 2005 
 
Secretary  
Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee 
Parliament House  
CANBERRA  ACT 2600 
 
Dear Mr Walsh 
 
 
Letter of Correction 
 
During the Senate Legal and Constitutional Estimates hearings of 24 May 2005, 
Senator Ludwig asked me about an incident, reported in the West Australian on 2 April 
2005, concerning the detention by a Broome fisherman of a Foreign Fishing Vessel 
(FFV).  In particular, Senator Ludwig asked if AQIS had a role in this incident. 
 
In responding to Senator Ludwig’s question, I indicated that I was uncertain of the 
exact event reported by the West Australian, but thought it might relate to a situation 
where an Australian Fishing Vessel took action against an FFV.  In view of my 
uncertainty, I undertook to check the details and report back to the Committee. 
 
I have now examined the article in question, and would advise that the response I 
provided to the Committee did not relate to the event that I outlined at the Committee 
hearing.  In fact, the article relates to the provision of assistance by an Australian 
fishing vessel to an FFV near Bedford Islands, 160 nautical miles north of Broome.  
 
The circumstances of AQIS’s involvement in the event were as follows: 
 
On 20 March 2005, in accordance with Standard Operating Procedures, Coastwatch 
advised a number of agencies, including AQIS, of a report that an Indonesian FFV was 
in distress with engine trouble, limited water and no food, six nautical miles off Caffarelli 
Island near Derby, Western Australia. The initial report had been received from an 
Australian fishing vessel on the Customs Hotline number and further information was 
provided by AusSAR. 
 
Coastwatch advised appropriate agencies that there were no response vessels in the 
immediate vicinity.  The FFV was anchored and AusSAR issued a Danger to 
Navigation Notice advising the location of the vessel. 
 
AusSAR arranged for a charter vessel to bring the FFV crew to Cockatoo Island where 
they were met by an AQIS and a Customs Officer and transferred to Broome.  The 
Master of the FFV was subsequently found guilty of Fisheries offences. 
 
 



AQIS requested that Coastwatch continue to monitor the position of the vessel until 
surface assets were available to respond. Coastwatch maintained liaison with relevant 
client agencies, including AQIS, until the response vessel arrived.  The Customs 
response vessel and Coastwatch aircraft searched the area, but could not relocate the 
FFV.  On 27 March 2005, a Coastwatch aircraft located wreckage which, on 
comparison with surveillance photographs, was considered to be from the vessel.   
 
I hope that this information is of assistance. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
R H CRANE, RADM 
Director-General  
Coastwatch 
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22 June 2005 

 
Secretary 
Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee 
Parliament House 
CANBERRA ACT 2600  

Dear Mr Walsh 

Letter of Correction 

During the Senate Legal and Constitutional Estimates Hearings on 24 May 2005, Senator 
Kirk asked me whether the Federal Magistrates appointed during 2004-05 had managed 
to clear any of the backlog in migration matters. 

In responding I indicated that, on my calculations, at the end of 2003-04 there was a 
backlog within the Federal Magistrates Court of about 1,900 migration matters.  During 
2003-04, 3,046 migration matters were filed in the Court and 1,194 migration matters 
were finalised.  As a result, for that year new migration filings exceeded migration 
finalisations by 1,852.  However, at the end of 2002-03 there were already 893 migration 
matters pending.  Therefore, the actual backlog at the end of 2003-04 was 2,745 
migration matters.  

As I indicated in my further evidence, in the first 10 months of 2004-05, with the 
availability of the new federal magistrates for part of the year, 2,294 migration matters 
were able to be finalised with the result that, even though 2,067 new migration matters 
were filed, the backlog had been reduced by 227 to 2,518. 

I hope that this information is of assistance. 

Yours sincerely, 

 
John Mathieson 
Chief Executive Officer 
Federal Magistrates Court of Australia 
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