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Answers to Questions on Notice from Budget Estimates 2001-2002 – 29 -30 May 2001
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	Written Questions on Notice


	
	
	

	1
	Harradine
	1.3
	In relation to Vietnamese held in detention under Section 253 of the Migration Act subject to deportation orders:

How many persons for whom Vietnam is their country of origin are presently held in detention under Section 253 of the Migration Act?
	
	
	

	2
	Harradine
	1.3
	In relation to these persons [Vietnamese held in detention], what is the earliest date at which a deportation order was signed under Section 200 of the Migration Act?
	
	
	

	3
	Harradine
	1.3
	Have persons subject to deportation orders under Section 200 of the Migration Act been returned to Vietnam in the last five years? If so, how many and when?
	
	
	

	4
	Harradine
	1.3
	Has the Government of Vietnam refused to agree to the return of any such persons? If so, how many and when?
	
	
	

	5
	Harradine
	1.3
	a)  What is the current status of a draft Memorandum of Understanding between Australia and Vietnam on the Readmission of Vietnamese Citizens who are to be Deported for having Infringed the Law of Australia? 

b)  When was the last communication from the Government of Vietnam on the Memorandum? 

c)  What was the content of that communication?

d)  When is the memorandum likely to be finalised?
	
	
	

	6
	Harradine
	1.3
	Failing agreement with the Government of Vietnam on the Memorandum, is it the intention that persons for whom Vietnam is their country of origin and who are presently held in detention under Section 253 of the Migration Act be kept indefinitely in custody?
	
	
	

	7
	McKiernan
	
	Could the Dpt please provide, for the past financial five years, detailed revenues raised through the variety of charges levied by the Dpt? How much has been raised, for each of the past five years, from charges and fees relating to: a) all visa classes both temporary and permanent b)application fees to access the migration related Tribunals’? c)Citizenship applications? d) Cost recovery associated with failed refugee applications e)translating and interpreting services f)any other significat ($50 000) revenue raised by the Dpt for the Commonwealth
	
	
	

	
	
	
	HANSARD TRANSCRIPT
	
	
	

	8
	McKiernan
	
	What has been happening with the case load and the processing times, for example, since the MRT itself was established? Is that trending up, plateauing or trending down?
	193
	
	

	9
	McKiernan
	
	Does the Tribunal collect any statistics on the number of persons who appear before it who have the assistance of a migration agent and/or lawyer as opposed to those who do not have assistance?
	195
	
	

	10
	Carr
	
	Of the 1334 student visa applicants, how many cases were found in favour of the student?
	197
	
	

	11
	Carr
	
	Please update figures on the number of students who have been in breach of their visa conditions today? Can you tell me what the figure is for the 2000-01 period?
	200
	
	

	12
	Carr
	
	Of the 69 (former Austral Students) who have gone to new providers, how many have gone to Bridge College?
	202
	
	

	13
	Carr
	
	Are the Directors of this college (Austral) in the country? When did you last have contact with them?
	203
	
	

	14
	Carr
	
	Given that there are other claims regarding debts and other matters associated with this college – I would have though there might be a matter that does require your attention – [seeking comment on investigating these claims]
	204
	
	

	15
	Carr
	
	How do the Europeans do it? Do they have a different test? Do they apply the Cambridge test or do they apply the Oxbridge test?
	206
	
	

	16
	Carr
	
	You are saying that only one test is applicable and that it applies currently to immigration visas.  Is it the same criteria that are applied by OECD countries – comparable countries – in terms of their English language tests?
	206
	
	

	17
	Carr
	
	Are you able to tell me whether or not there are any recruitment activities taking place within the Maribyrnong detention centre by employers or labour hire companies, or by any other people?
	206
	
	

	18
	Carr
	
	Can we have the details of those 14 cases and how many workers were involved in each case? What action was taken by the Dpt in each of those cases? Can I also get advice on the period 1998-99? 
	209
	
	

	19
	McKiernan
	
	What is the average delay between the date of lodgement and the queue date allocated to applicants for aged parent migration?
	218
	
	

	20
	McKiernan
	
	How much revenue is the consolidated revenue fund holding in terms of application fees relating to the aged parent class?
	218
	
	

	21
	McKiernan
	
	Are you able to provide the Cmte with any details on the number of 457 visas that have been issued to workers in the building industry?
	226
	
	

	22
	Cooney
	
	a) What proportion of IAAAS remote detention centre referrals of asylum seekers has gone to the two main private contractors? b) What proportion has gone to the community providers and why?
	228
	
	

	23
	Cooney
	
	What proportion of the total IAAAS allocation including detention centre cases, went to community and non-profit organisations?
	228
	
	

	24
	Cooney
	
	a) How many asylum seekers in the community were provided with full application assistance under the IAAAS last year and, of these, how many disadvantaged migrants? b) What is the per state breakdown?
	228
	
	

	25
	Cooney
	
	What percentage of the estimated $140 per day for an asylum seeker in detention is spent on security?
	228
	
	

	26
	Cooney
	
	How many breaches of the performance agreement did ACM incur last year, and what were they?
	228
	
	

	27
	Cooney
	
	How many asylum seekers from remote detention centres were released on bridging visas on account of torture/trauma last year?
	228
	
	

	28
	Cooney
	
	How many overseas police clearance requests for asylum seekers in detention have disclosed a criminal conviction?
	228
	
	

	29
	Cooney
	
	How many 200 visa class refugees did Australia accept from Burma in 2000-01 and what proportion of the overall program is this?
	228
	
	

	30
	McKiernan
	
	What were the top ten source countries of successful onshore protection visa applicants within this financial year? 
	228
	
	

	31
	McKiernan/Ludwig
	
	a) How many unacccompanied minors do we still have in detention? b) Could you provide the age and gender of those children and the distinction of whether they have a near relative with them or they are in fact minors in the sense that they are alone and without relatives in the country? c) Could you provide the length of time they have been in detention and the stage of processing of their protection visas? d) Can you provide the details of the number, if any, who have been screened out of the process and the number who have gone through all stages of the review process and been rejected?
	229
	
	

	32
	McKiernan
	
	Please provide an indicative sample of posts and detailed advice on the processing times at those posts 
	234
	
	

	33
	McKiernan
	
	Provide the notational allocations for Iraqis by post
	235
	
	

	34
	McKiernan
	
	Please provide the Cmte with more detail on the FMS initiative
	239
	
	

	35
	McKiernan
	RRT
	Provide the processing times of applications before the tribunal? (the lodgement to finalisation)
	244
	
	

	36
	Ludwig
	RRT
	Newspaper article on the FMS for some work in the immigration area – Has your area been consulted in relation to the use of the FMS for immigration work?
	248
	
	

	37
	McKiernan
	RRT
	The set aside and refusal rates for the top ten countries [part of a report that was prepared for different purposes]
	249
	
	

	38
	Cooney
	DIMA
	Was advice sought from the DPP about the statements made to the press concerning the arrest of 22 people at Port Hedland?
	260
	
	

	39
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	Update the figures in relation to QoN 56 re-Bridging Visas
	263
	
	

	40
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	Update the figues in relation to QoN 61 re-the prosecutions of people smugglers
	263
	
	

	41
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	Update the figures in relation to QoN 57 re-overstayer numbers
	263
	
	

	42
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	Update the figures in relation to QoN 58 re-detection of overstayers
	263
	
	

	43
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	Update the figures in relation to QoN 59 re-UK overstay rates
	263
	
	

	44
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	Update the figures in relation to QoN 76 re-Olympic sports
	263
	
	

	45
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	Update the figures in relation to QoN 77 re-‘other’ Olympic position holders
	263
	
	

	46
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	Update the figures in relation to QoN 81 re- the number of nationals that would be affected as a result of the negotiations with Vietnam
	263
	
	

	47
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	For QoN 82 – please provide a breakdown of nationals that are held in prisons awaiting deportation by state and by length of stay
	263
	
	

	48
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	For QoN 83 – provide the cost of each Bill [the cost of the detention of detainees held in state correctional institutions]
	264
	
	

	49
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	Provide the Committee with any booklet the Department has produced since January and provide information on what booklets are going to be produced in the future
	265-266
	
	

	50
	Ludwig
	DIMA
	Update the figures in relation to QoN 88 re-detailed costings on what occurred in the safe haven, including ongoing costs
	266
	
	

	51
	Ludwig
	
	Update the figures in relation to QoN 53 re-forcible medical treatment of hunger strikers
	266
	
	

	52
	Ludwig
	
	For QoN 44, provide the cost per centre and the cost per detainee for 2000-01
	266
	
	

	53
	Ludwig
	
	There is a 2000 edition of Protecting the border: Immigration Compliance.  On p.76, the right-hand colum is headed ‘The work rights information line – 1800 040 070’.  It is a pilot free call service, we are told.  Can you give an update as to whether that pilot service is still proceeding, whether it is being reviewed, how effective it has been, whether there have been any compliance issues that have arisen out of it that resulted in any action to be taken by the Dpt?
	268
	
	

	54
	Ludwig
	
	Provide statistics about each of the medical staff employed in each of the detention centres  (qualification and by state)
	269
	
	

	55
	Coonan
	
	Please provide information on incidents at detention centres – how many and over what period? [Before ACM and after ACM]
	269
	
	

	56
	Coonan
	
	Please provide table listing definitions of incidents
	270
	
	

	57
	McKiernan
	
	Provide details of the unsuccessful prosecutions arising from the Woomera incident in August 2000
	273-274
	
	

	58
	McKiernan
	
	Provide details of the charges laid following the April incident at Curtin
	274
	
	

	59
	McKiernan
	
	Do you know the amount of damage that has been done to the public property in those detention centres in this financial year as a result of those disturbances?
	274
	
	

	60
	McKiernan
	
	Please update of the convictions 
	274
	
	

	61
	McKiernan
	
	Is tear gas distinct from capsicum spray?
	274
	
	

	62
	McKiernan
	
	What was the result of that inquiry in the sense of what did it tell the Dpt as to the causes of the disturbance?
	275
	
	

	63
	McKiernan
	
	Could the Cmte be supplied with a copy of the assessment – using your term – of the events in Woomera in August of last year?
	277
	
	

	64
	McKiernan
	
	Please provide to the Cmte a chronology of the events relating to Port Hedland
	279
	
	

	65
	Cooney
	
	Could you confirm whether ACM have lost a contract in Victoria?
	280
	
	

	66
	McKiernan
	
	Could you provide a table of the Flood recommendations, related recommendations from the Ombudsman’s report and what action is being undertaken
	283
	
	

	67
	Schacht
	
	How many of the people who overstayed their visa – who had a tourist visa to get into the country ended up being detained in a detention camp?
	286
	
	

	68
	Schacht
	
	a) Can you provide information as to how many of the bridging visas are issued to overstayers to enable them to leave the country as soon as possible? b) How many of these overstayers have had to pay a bond? c) How many of these overstayers, once given a bridging visa, have also broken the bridging visa conditions?
	287
	
	

	69
	Schacht
	
	How many British citizens have ended up in a detention centre since 1995?
 
	286
	
	

	70
	Schacht
	
	How anyone from Great Britain claimed refugee status because they have a well-founded fear of persecution if they return to Great Britain?
	287
	
	

	71
	Schacht
	
	Provide information about a South African national who overstayed their visitor visa
	289-290
	
	

	72
	Schacht
	
	Is there any evidence that some networks are developing false identities, under which people then go and apply for unemployment benefits and drivers licenses to build up a profile of a new identity? Is it possible that could develop into a bit of a racket?
	295
	
	

	73
	McKiernan
	
	Provide details of the consultancies being used for the citizenship campaign, for example, the cost. 
	309
	
	

	74
	Schacht
	
	How much did the three consultancies total?
	309
	
	

	75
	Schacht
	
	Provide information on which tv stations the citizenship campaign will be advertised
	312
	
	

	76
	Schacht
	
	When you did the previous one – which started in 1994 – what sort of TARP level did you have for that on the commercial stations?
	312
	
	

	77
	McKiernan
	
	What is the timetable for the grants contained within the $1.5M
	321
	
	

	78
	McKiernan
	
	Provide a list of the sorts of things that were put on around the country for Harmony Day
	322
	
	


� [Senator Schacht was seeking more information than current figures as given on p. 286]





