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Senator Conroy (Written) asked: 
 
Was the person in charge of the operational headquarters during the incursions the 
same person on each occasion? 
 
Answer: 
 
No.  Commander Border Protection Command (BPC) is the Operational Commander of 
Headquarters BPC, based in Canberra. Commander BPC has a tactical forward deployed 
headquarters in Darwin, known as Headquarters Joint Task Force 639 (HQ JTF 639).   
HQ JTF 639 is commanded by a one-star military officer, who is responsible to 
Commander BPC for the conduct of HQ JTF 639 and the tactical employment of 
Australian Defence Force assets assigned to Australian maritime security operations.   
 
 
 


