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Senator Abetz asked: 
 
How many ‘sham’ marriages (marriages of convenience or for the purposes of 
immigration alone) have been uncovered by the immigration department since 
24 November, 2007? 
 
Answer:   
 
Departmental systems cannot provide reports on the number of sham 
marriages uncovered.  Such information is recorded on the individual case 
files concerned.  To report on the number of such cases would require a 
manual analysis of all partner applications.  In view of the significant diversion 
of departmental resources required, it is not considered feasible to divert the 
resources to such a task. 
 


