2003-04 ADDITIONAL BUDGET ESTIMATES HEARING

IMMIGRATION AND MULTICULTURAL AND INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO

QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE - 17 FEBRUARY 2004

	QNo
	Senator
	Output
	Information/Material to be Provided
	Hansard Page No.

	1. 
	Kirk
	MRT/RRT
	Provide a copy of the constitutions policy for the MRT and the RRT.
	5

	2. 
	Kirk
	RRT
	Since 1 July how many applications by East Timorese have progressed through the system?
	8

	3. 
	Kirk
	RRT
	Has there been any recognition by the RRT of claims of persecution from the Iran Shiite government by the 40 Iranian followers of the ancient Sabean religion – Sabean Mandaeans?
	8

	4. 
	Ludwig
	Internal Product
	What change was made that you then operated on from the 2001 reporting convention to the reporting convention you have adopted now, where you put into the annual report a small paragraph about $213 million of contracts with very little detail about what they are and how the public money has been expended on those types of contracts?
	26

	5. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	For the 2002-03 financial year provide the total cost of consultancies; whether a consultant contract, where applicable, has been renewed; where the consultancy has been renewed, the detail on the cost of the new contract; the location of the consultancy undertaken; and whether the work related directly to a DIMIA detention facility, offshore or onshore.  There might be a whole of Australia contract for an organisation but I would like the breakdown of the locational cost; whether the organisation provided immigration advice to a DIMIA client; whether the advocacy work was undertaken on behalf of an asylum seeker; whether the work was previously undertaken by DIMIA staff and, if so, when DIMIA staff ceased to undertake the work; and whether it has effectively in part or wholly been transferred to a consultancy.
	28

	6. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	Provide a list of existing contracts that DIMIA has with private companies and details of the nature of the contracts i.e. a description about what it relates to rather then just the name of the company.
	28

	7. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	Provide a total cost of consultancies for the last five financial years with a separate category for contractors.
	28

	8. 
	Kirk
	Internal Product
	There is a report in the Adelaide Advertiser today (17/02/04) on salaried for senior public servants.  It reports that the head of DIMIA, Bill Farmer, has received a 12.5% pay rise, taking his salary to $370,000.

(1) Is this correct?

(2) If so, over what period is this pay rise – eg. 2 years, 3 years etc?

(3) When was the last time he received a pay rise and what was it?
	Written

	9. 
	Ludwig
	Internal Product
	Freedom of Information
(1) Can you advise whether your Department has a dedicated FOI officer, how many officers employed to deal with FOI requests, and what levels they are employed at?

(2) How many applications did you have under the FOI Act in the 2002-03 financial year?

(3) How did this figure compare to previous years?

(4) How many internal reviews of applications occurred in the last financial year?

(5) How many times have internal reviews affirmed the original decision?

(6) Can this information be broken into those requesting individual information vs. “political” (i.e. media, opposition etc)?

(7) What percentage of cases go to external review?

(8) What percentage of original decisions that go to external review are upheld?

(9) What percentage of fees are waived?

(10) How much was charged in fees for FOI applications?  How much of this was actually collected?

(11) How much did the Department spend in defending these appeals?

(12) In relation to refusals to grant requests, can you provide figures on which exemption categories are used when information is refused?

(13) What percentage of refusals are within each category (i.e. what percentage of refusals by Departments are on commercial-in-confidence ground, and on other grounds)?

(14) Does the Department have any statistics over a significant period to show whether the use of this exemption is static, reducing or growing?
	Written

	10. 
	Carr
	Internal Product
	NB: These questions are addressed to the Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs for response by the Department and by all Agencies within that portfolio. 

Questions:

1. For each agency within the Department, please provide full details of each of the performance assessment mechanisms linked to the pay outcomes or other financial reward of individual employees, including;

a. What are the current process/es of performance assessment within the portfolio agency? If more than one, please provide details of each, and the employee category it applies to.  

b. For each of the performance assessment process/es identified in (a), please list the range of outcome results an employee can achieve from each of the performance assessment processes identified in (a);

c. For each of the performance assessment process/es identified in (a), what pay or other financial change is linked to each outcome or result for the employee from the performance assessment [ie, the pay increase or one-off bonus or classification or level change]; 

d. For each of the performance assessments identified in (a), what is he classification level of employees subject to this performance assessment (eg SES, EL1, EL2 or APS and equivalent);

e. What is the principal industrial or other instrument governing each of the performance assessment mechanism/s (eg, the certified agreement or AWA); 

f. Does the performance assessment operate over a common cycle? Please provide the commencement and end dates of the most recent full cycle of each of the assessment process/es.

2. For each performance assessment mechanism described in (1), advise the number of male and the number of female employees at each possible outcome, by classification level for the most recent full cycle (if the performance mechanism does not operate over a common cycle - aggregate outcomes using the 2002-03 financial year).


	Written

	11. 
	Bartlett
	1.1
	In relation to the aged parent visas, what are the numbers that are now left in the queue and the non-contributory pipeline?
	24

	12. 
	Bartlett
	1.1
	What percentage of people who are rejected then appeal?  How many out of those who are rejected actually lodge appeals?  Is it 10 percent of the people who are rejected who then lodge an appeal with the MRT, or is it only five per cent?
	25

	13. 
	Kirk
	1.1
	Regional Migration

'Plan to attract more migrants to regional Australia' 

Anderson/Vanstone announcement on 12 January 2004

New skilled visa

(1) What is to be the definition of 'regional Australia' for the purposes of this visa? 

(2) Is it to include the capital cities of the small States and Territories? What about Brisbane or Melbourne?

(3) Will the Commonwealth be involved in determining target geographical areas for this measure, or will that be left to the States and Territories?

(4) How many additional visa places a year in regional Australia does DIMIA think will flow from this initiative?

New retirement visa

(5) How does this visa differ from the existing 4 year temporary retirement visa, and what aspects will make it more attractive than that existing visa?

(6) What does the Government mean when it says "participating State and Territory Governments will be able to sponsor self-funded retirees settling in regional Australia"? What does 'sponsorship' entail for this purpose?

(7) Will applicants be able to apply onshore or offshore only?

(8) Are there any additional costs involved for the Commonwealth (inc. in other portfolios) and, if so, what are the details?

(9) Will the number of these new visas be capped or uncapped?

New South Wales

(10) Is it likely that the above two measures will apply in NSW, or is the Commonwealth proposing to negotiate a NSW-specific package?

(11) Is it likely that discussions with NSW will conclude prior to 1 July, when the above measures are due to take effect?
	Written

	14. 
	Bartlett
	1.2
	Provide the number of Iraqi TPV holders who have been rejected by the RRT and have sought ministerial intervention and are now on bridging visas.
	31

	15. 
	Bartlett
	1.2
	Provide the number of Iraqi TPV holders who have been rejected by the RRT and are in the 28-day period to make a decision on whether to seek judicial review.
	31-32

	16. 
	Bartlett
	1.2
	Provide the country of origin of the 125 people who came to Australia as refugees from Indonesia.
	65

	17. 
	Bartlett
	1.2
	Advise whether all of the 125 refugees are on five-year TPVs.
	65

	18. 
	Bartlett
	1.2
	With the 241 that had been found to be refugees and were awaiting resettlement, provide an indication of how long they have been waiting.
	65

	19. 
	Bartlett
	1.2
	(1) Regarding applications for refugee status:

(a) The number of minors, unattached to a parent’s case, applying for refugee status each year between 1999-02.

(b) The number of minor asylum applicants, where the minor is considered the primary applicant, between 1999-02, broken down by:

(i) Financial year.

(ii) Gender.

(iii) Age at the time of application.

(iv) Nationality.

(v) Language.

(vi) Which of the 5 grounds claimed for asylum.

(vii) Number or percentage represented by counsel.

(viii) Location of cases across the country (i.e. the geographical spread of cases in Australia).

(ix) Outcome of case.

(x) Length of time between asylum application and decision (in months).

(c) The number of minors as primary applicants applying for protection raising issues under the Convention Against Torture (CAT) broken down by:

(i) Federal fiscal year.

(ii) Gender.

(iii) Nationality.

(iv) Outcome of case.
(2) Regarding cases appealed to the Refugee Review Tribunal (RRT):

(a) The number of' minors, unattached to a parent's case, who appealed to the RRT each year between 1999-02.

(b) The number of' minor asylum applicants, where the minor is the primary applicant, who appealed to the RRT between 1999-02, broken down by:

(i) Financial year.

(ii) Gender.

(iii) Age at time of appeal.

(iv) Nationality.

(v) Language.

(vi) Which of the 5 grounds claimed for asylum.

(vii) Number or percentage represented by counsel.

(viii) Location of cases across the country (that is, the geographical spread of cases across Australia).

(ix) Outcome of case (overturned/ affirmed).

(x) Length of time between, submission of appeal and RRT decision.

(3) Regarding cases appealed to the Federal Court or High Court, or in which judicial review is sought in those courts:

(a) The number of minors, unattached to a parent’s case, who appealed to or sought judicial review in each court each year between 1999-02.  Please include cases brought by or on behalf of offshore entry persons (asylum seekers on Nauru or Manus Island).

(b) The number of minor asylum applicants, where the minor is the primary applicant, who appealed/sought judicial review between 1999-02, broken down by:

(i) Court.

(ii) Financial year.

(iii) Gender.

(iv) Age at time of appeal.

(v) Nationality.

(vi) Language.

(vii) Which of the 5 grounds claimed for asylum.

(viii) Number or percentage represented by counsel.

(ix) Location of cases across the country (that is, the geographical spread of cases across Australia).

(x) Grounds on which decision was challenged.

(xi) Outcome of case (overturned/affirmed).

(xii) Length of time between submission of appeal and Court decision.

(xiii) Present location/status of applicant (in Australia removed to...).
	Written

	20. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Does the Department of Defence pay rent when they use the Coonawarra facility?
	14

	21. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	In relation to the Brisbane detention facility, provide the forward estimates figures for construction and  the estimated start for construction
	15

	22. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide the forward estimate cost of the rental for the wing of the Arthur Gorrie state prison that is used for immigration detainees.
	15

	23. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide the details of the rental payed in respect of the women’s prison and the motels.
	15

	24. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide a breakdown, both historical and what the breakdown is on the forward estimates, if any, for the use of the facilities in Darwin.
	16

	25. 
	Ludwig
	1.3
	Which were the two times that Omar Abdi Mohamed entered on the same visa?
	17

	26. 
	Ludwig
	1.3
	Can you check whether or not DIMIA consulted with ASIO about the inquiry from the US Embassy instigated by the AFP? 
	19

	27. 
	Ludwig
	1.3
	Provide the details of the information that DIMIA got in respect of the inquiry about Omar Abdi Mohamed’s immigration status.
	19

	28. 
	Ludwig
	1.3
	When the US Embassy advised the AFP and the AFP advised you about Mr Mohamed, was a visa asked for after that date?  Was it applied for by Mr Mohamed?
	21

	29. 
	Ludwig
	1.3
	Did that come to your attention during the other processing you had been doing when he had been coming in and out?  Was that information available to you then?  Were you aware that he had a wife and of the address?
	21

	30. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Provide the number of visa cancellations due to identity fraud and the successful appeals against those cancellations.
	33

	31. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	On what legal basis did the Department refuse to provide confidential information to the RRT which, prima facie, was relevant for the purposes of section 418?
	34

	32. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide details of the cost breakdowns where state government facilities are used.
	37

	33. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide the ongoing costs of operation on the forward estimates for all detention facilities.
	37

	34. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	What are the forward estimate costs for Port Augusta?
	38

	35. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide details of the one-off costs when a detention facility is closed.
	39

	36. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide the transitional costs from GEO to GSL.
	39

	37. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	What is the total cost of management of detention facilities by GSL?
	39

	38. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide the cost of detention per detainee per day for Port Hedland and Christmas Island, in respect of detention centres, and Baxter, Villawood, Maribyrnong and Perth, and residential housing projects at Port Hedland and Port Augusta.
	40

	39. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Provide the number of unauthorised arrivals currently in detention and as at 30 June 2003.
	40

	40. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Of those released since the beginning of this financial year, how many have applied for permanent protection and what is their country of origin?  How many have received permanent protection and what is their country of origin?  How many have applied for temporary protection and what is their country of origin?  How many have received temporary protection and what is their country of origin?  Of those released since 30 June – the beginning of the financial year – how many have received a bridging visa and what is their country of origin?  How many individuals have been detained by DIMIA for the last four financial years and what is the breakdown of that figure by detention facility?
	41

	41. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	What is the average length of detention per person?
	41

	42. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	What is the longest period of detention for a person currently in immigration detention?
	41-42

	43. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	Over the past five financial years how many individuals were detained in more than one facility?
	42

	44. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Are there any statistics for how long people who are on a Bridging Visa E have been in the community on those visas?
	45

	45. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Provide the number of asylum seekers or protection visa applicants currently in detention.
	45

	46. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide a breakdown of the age and sex of children in detention.
	47

	47. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide the number of children that were born to mothers in detention in the current financial year.
	47

	48. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	In relation to children in detention, provide a breakdown by sex of those who have been held for between 24 and 36 months, between 36 and 48 months and for longer than 48 months.
	48

	49. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	Of the 73 children who remain either in detention or in a housing facility provide a breakdown of sex and age of those children.
	48

	50. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide a breakdown of the age, the sex of the child, the nature of the harm incident and whether an accompanied or unaccompanied minor over the last three years.
	50-51

	51. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	Advise the Committee whether there is any correlation between the length of time a child is held in detention and whether or not they are more likely to engage in self-harm.
	52

	52. 
	Ludwig
	1.3
	With regards to Omar Abdi Mohamed, advise which agencies accessed DIMIA records on 29 January 2004 and provide a copy of the log.
	66 and 70

	53. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	How many children have been transferred to alternative detention locations on the advice of the local child welfare authority this year and the years 2001, 2002 and 2003?
	Written

	54. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	Illegal Foreign Workers

(1) Can you confirm that there are just under 60,000 people in Australia illegally?  Can you advise me of the most recent estimate?  Is it correct that DIMIA considers 50% of these people to be working illegally?

(2) Are you aware of the recent letter to the editor in the Canberra Times on 5/2/04 from Mr Stewart Foster, Public Affairs, DIMIA?

(3) In this letter Mr Stewart states that in the last financial year DIMIA has dealt with over 21,000 people who have overstayed their visas or breached their visa conditions.

(4) Can you give an idea of the type of breaches of visa conditions Mr Stewart is discussing here?

(5) How many of those 21,000 breached their visa conditions for working illegally?

(6) Last Estimates in November 2003, you indicated that a purchasing agreement with DOFA was no longer in force.  

(7) Can you advise what arrangements are now in place to undertake compliance investigations such as workplace raids?  

(8) Has the new financial system impacted on the quality of the compliance section and there workplace activities? 

(9) For example, it was reported previously that the compliance group had a target of 17,000 locations, but last year did 21,000.  Has the new financial arrangement been able to provide a mechanism for additional activity as the purchasing agreement process with DOFA allowed?

(10) If not, what is being considered to rectify this?

(11) What other compliance checking is undertaken to find illegal foreign workers?

(12) Is there a process of exchanging information with agencies such as the ATO?

(13) Has the Department been instructed to consider the introduction of a new monitoring system of foreign workers, such as Labor’s Foreign Worker ID card?

(14) Employers of Illegal Foreign Workers

(15) Since 1/7/03 how many employers were found to employ illegal foreign workers?

(16) How many of these employers have DIMIA caught previously to employ illegal foreign workers?

(17) What type of prosecution does DIMIA have for employers are caught employing illegal foreign workers?

(18) Has the Department been instructed to develop a penalty regime for employers who employ illegal foreign workers?  If yes, can you outline the proposal and when is it likely to come into force?
	Written

	55. 
	Carr
	1.3
	Student Visa Holders and the Sex Industry

(1) Has DIMIA undertaken any investigation of the extent to which student visa holders might be working in breach of their visas in the sex industry?

(2) A Sydney brothel, Sakura Escorts, that advertises that it specialises in Asian women, lists on its website a number of sex workers described as “student”.

(3) Have you undertaken any compliance actions with regard to this establishment?  Please provide details.

(4) Have you undertaken an investigation into possible links between the Indonesian international student who was found dead outside this establishment in January, and the brothel?  What was the result of that investigation?

(5) In what ways does DIMIA act to ensure compliance among student visa holders working in this industry?

(6) How many student visa holders working in the sex industry have been detained, removed or otherwise prosecuted for non-compliance with the conditions of their visas?  Please provide details of numbers, dates, offence, action taken, by state/territory.

(7) Has DIMIA looked into possible people trafficking involving the sex industry linked to student visas and/or to providers in the international education industry?

(8) Have any such links been found?  Please provide details including the names of providers which have been investigated, and the outcome of the investigation.

(9) Please provide similar information with regard to migration agents.

(10) Have you discussed any of these matters with DEST? Please provide details, including information on joint or cooperative action taken.
	Written

	56. 
	Carr
	1.3
	(1) Please provide a report on compliance action taken by DIMIA in the case of the Sydney brothel Sakura Escorts involving student visa holders.

(2) Were any of these student visa holders the victims of people trafficking?

(3) What international education provider(s) were their visas associated with?

(4) Have you drawn the names of the providers concerned to the attention of DEST?


	Written

	57. 
	Carr
	1.3
	Please provide figures for student visas cancelled, and the names of the education providers concerned in each case for 2001-2003.
	Written

	58. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	(1) The number of custody occurrences with minors unaccompanied by a parent at port of entry or apprehension, broken down by:

(i) Financial year.

(ii) Gender.

(iii) Age at arrival.

(iv) Nationality.

(v) Language.

(vi) Number or percentage represented, nominating type of representative (lawyer/migration agent/none).

(vii) Type of detention/care arrangements (secure, shelter, group home, foster care, residential treatment facility, etc.).

(viii) Location of cases across the country (that is, the geographical spread of cases across Australia).

(ix) Outcome of case (release to relative, deportation, etc.).

(x) Length of time in custody.

(2) The number of minors remaining in custody after grant of asylum due to MIMIA appeal of such grant, broken down by:

(i) Financial year.

(ii) Nationality.

(iii) Nature of appeal.

(3) The number of minors removed without a parent accompanying them, broken down by:

(i) Financial year.

(ii) Gender.

(iii) Age at deportation.

(iv) Nationality.

(v) Custodian prior to removal (ACM/DIMIA, relative, state government care, etc.).

(vi) City and Country to which they were removed.
	Written

	59. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	The number of minors as primary applicants identified as victims of trafficking  applying

for visas, broken down by:

(i) Financial year.

(ii) Gender.

(iii) Age at application.

(iv) Nationality.

(v) Nature of visa sought.

(vi) Nature of appeal (if any).

(vii) Case outcome.

(viii) Length of time between application and decision.

(ix) Length of time between appeal and decision.

(x) Present location of child.
	Written

	60. 
	Bartlett
	1.4
	You had 28 people on the 786 visa at the last estimates in November, so you have had a few add-ons there as well.  Are they new arrivals or are they people being reclassified?
	53

	61. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	Provide a breakdown of the forward estimates for running costs for Christmas Island, Manus Island and Nauru?
	12

	62. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	Of those people who came to Australia, how many are no longer in Australia?
	54

	63. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	How many Chubb Security staff are currently on Nauru?
	56

	64. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	Provide details of detainee movement from onshore-offshore detention to Nauru: dates, gender, country of origin, transferring from what detention facilities onshore and offshore.
	57

	65. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	Has there been any cost to Australia for New Zealand accepting refugees from Manus Island and Nauru – for example, transportation, any resettlement housing, English language training and matters of that like?
	58

	66. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	What was the number of people who required medical attention from the Nauruan medical facilities during the hunger strike?
	58

	67. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	In relation to the responsibility of Australia for detainees on Nauru and Manus Island, provide a copy of the Minister’s ABC interview.
	59

	68. 
	Bartlett
	1.5
	Are you able to give me a slightly more precise definition of the type of visa held by people on Nauru, and whether there is a copy or a detail of it that we can get hold of?
	64

	69. 
	Bartlett
	1.5
	Provide details by gender and adult and non-adult for people on Nauru who are on antidepressants or sleeping medication.
	65

	70. 
	Bartlett
	1.5
	(1) The number of refugee interviews conducted on Nauru and Manus Island with minors unaccompanied by a parent at the time of interview, broken down by:

(i) Financial year.

(ii) Gender.

(iii) Age at interview.

(iv) Nationality.

(v) Language.

(vi) Which of the 5 grounds claimed for refugee status.

(vii) Location of interview.

(viii) Decision.

(ix) Length of time between refugee interview and resettlement of minor (in months).

(x) Resettlement outcome by country of resettlement.

(2) The number of appeals and applications for judicial review lodged by or on behalf of minors unaccompanied by a parent at the time of inter view, broken down by:

(i) Financial year.

(ii) Gender.

(iii) Age at date of appeal.

(iv) Nationality.

(v) Language.

(vi) Which of the 5 grounds claimed for refugee status.

(vii) Forum of appeal or other challenge.

(viii) Grounds of appeal application for review.

(ix) Decision/outcome.

(x) Length of time between appeal and outcome.
	Written

	71. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	When was the report by the high-level task force on settlement services given to the government?
	71

	72. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	For the financial year to date, provide the cost of the enhancements to the services provided under the household formation support element, the cost of ensuring that new arrivals can access medical care in the first two weeks of arrival, the cost of providing new arrivals with advice, training and information on issues such as care of rental properties and property management and the cost of providing new arrivals with a phone card.
	73

	73. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	Do the MRCs themselves pay the costs involved in the problems that were encountered with the computerised settlement client information system?
	76

	74. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	What was the cost of the national computerised settlement client information system?
	76

	75. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	Provide a copy of the discussion paper on the statistical reporting system.
	76

	76. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	What is the cost to implement the statistical reporting system?
	76

	77. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	In relation to MRCs collecting visa numbers for DIMIA, did the legal advice sought canvass the issue about the third-party collection of information which is private to an individual?  Also, provide a copy of the legal advice.
	79

	78. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	Was the Privacy commissioner consulted and was his advice sought in relation to this identification system?
	79

	79. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	Is it compulsory or obligatory for individuals to provide their visa numbers?
	80

	80. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	What was the total allocation for the AMEP special preparatory program for the year 2003-04?
	82

	81. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	Can you give me some guide as to how the allocation compares to those of earlier years? Has it gone up or down?
	82

	82. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	How many refugees and humanitarian entrants are likely to be eligible for the scheme of assistance in 2003-04?
	82

	83. 
	Kirk
	2.3
	How much of the allocation for DIMIA’s citizenship promotional activities for 2003-04 has been spent to date?
	83

	84. 
	Kirk
	2.3
	Provide a copy of the document that sets out the reasons for the citizenship promotion campaign.
	84

	85. 
	Kirk
	2.3
	Does everyone who completes the AMEP citizenship course receive a certificate of completion?
	84

	86. 
	Crossin
	3.1
	Provide the total amount of funding for the counsellor and the counsellor support training in the Department of Health and Ageing?  Please confirm that they were given $33 million by June 2002 and $2.4 million was rephased into the 2002-03 and 2003-04 financial years.  
	86

	87. 
	Crossin
	3.1
	How much was expended by the Department of Family and Community Services in respect of the parenting and family support services this financial year?
	87

	88. 
	Crossin
	3.1
	In relation to the projects for Wadeye, who is going to be responsible for building the new purpose-built building for the construction industry training?  Will it go to tender?
	102

	89. 
	Crossin
	3.1
	How many jobs for Indigenous people have been created since the Wadeye trials started?
	103

	90. 
	O’Brien
	3.1
	Provide a list of the outcomes at each of the trial sites to date.
	103

	91. 
	O’Brien
	3.1
	In relation to members of the ATSIC review panel, provide the per diem rate for each member and the number of days that were billed.
	109

	92. 
	Crossin
	3.1
	Was a company search done on all the companies listed in Mr Hannaford’s letter and who conducted the search?
	114-115

	93. 
	O’Brien
	AIATSIS
	What proportion of the digitisation task will the $300,000 cover?
	99

	94. 
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	How much funding has been allocated to each Link up organisation from 2001-02 to the present?
	86

	95. 
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	Please confirm that the budget for the language and cultural maintenance component was $9 million over the first 3 years.  Was the amount varied by ATSIC for the second four years?  If so, by how much?
	86

	96. 
	O’Brien
	ATSIS
	In relation to the 800 allocated CDEP places, provide a breakdown of allocation by trial site and a breakdown on the projects as well.
	104

	97. 
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	What is the total cost of the 1,000 additional CDEP places each year?
	105

	98. 
	O’Brien
	ATSIS
	How many applicants for funding asked for their applications to ATSIC to be assigned to ATSIS?
	105

	99. 
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	In relation to the ATSIC review, provide an update on the response that was provided to question no. 90 at the budget estimates supplementary hearing in November 2003, including a breakdown between travel and travelling allowance and between members of the panel.
	108-109

	100. 
	O’Brien
	ATSIS
	Provide a copy of the ATSIC and ATSIS November 2002 procurement guidelines.
	110

	101. 
	O’Brien
	ATSIS
	In relation to the Aboriginals Benefit Account, how many times had the advisory committee met in the past two years to consider grant applications?
	121

	102. 
	O’Brien
	ATSIS
	How much has the reserve in the Aboriginals Benefits Account grown by over the past two years?
	121

	103. 
	O’Brien
	ATSIS
	How many ABA grant applications have been received over the past two years?  How many have been approved?  How much funding has been released?
	121

	104. 
	O’Brien
	ATSIS
	What sort of ABA grant proposals have been refused?
	122

	105. 
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	Provide a copy of the guidelines for the release of moneys or grants under the ABA.
	122

	106. 
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	When was the last time the ABA guidelines were reviewed or overhauled?
	123

	107. 
	O’Brien
	ATSIS
	How many Indigenous employees does Indigenous Festivals of Australia have?
	123

	108. 
	Crossin
	ATSIS
	(1) Which CDEP projects have now had financial administrators called in to run them in the past 2 years?

(2) Can we have a list of them by state or territory?

(3) What has been the main reason for CDEP problems discovered by investigations - fraud, incompetent financial management or other?

(4) In how many has fraud been the cause?

(5) Is there any evidence to show that ATSIS officials have ignored warnings about such problems as suggested in the Australian of 31/12/2003 P1?

(6) Is there a known figure of written off debts from these programs?

(7) Is the report on the review of CDEP available - in November estimates it was stated it should be presented to the Board in December?

(8) Was this just an administrative review or was it broader? 

(9) Has there been any interim discussion or planning of CDEP changes?

(10) Are you aware of any plans to change CDEP to make it more flexible in terms of trying to produce real employment outcomes?

(11) Can you tell us how many smaller CDEP projects have now amalgamated in the hope of improved efficiency and viability?

(12) In the Northern Territory how many remote communities have had the CDEP numbers reduced in the last twelve months?

(13) How many CDEP places have been transferred to urban CDEP programs?

(14) How many of the 1000 places quarantined for Domestic Violence and Substance Abuse programs have now been allocated? Is there a breakdown of locations and numbers?

(15) Is it known how much of the problem with failing CDEP’s is simply lack of understanding of tax requirements such as GST/BAS?

(16) Is part of the problem confusion between the 2 organisations, ATSIC and ATSIS as suggested by Klynton Wanganeen in the Australian of 31st December? What is the role of each of these in CDEP?

(17) In November estimates Mr Stacey stated that a submission for funding from NT Traditional Credit Union was being considered. Did they get funding?


	Written

	109. 
	Carr
	ATSIS
	How many staff at the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Service (ATSIS) are employed on AWAs? Please provide figures for each staff classification, for each year of the past three years. 


	Written
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