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Senator Kirk (L&C 76) asked:

What is the cost to implement the statistical reporting system?

Answer:

The estimated development cost of the statistical reporting system in 2003-04 is
$127,283.  This amount consists of salary costs of the IT specialist staff working on the
development of the system.

The estimated expenditure for implementation of the system in 2004-05 is $270,000 in
capital costs and $30,000 on consultations and training for funded organisations and
DIMIA staff.
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Senator Kirk (L&C 79) asked:

In relation to MRCs collecting visa numbers for DIMIA, did the legal advice sought
canvass the issue about the third-party collection of information which is private to an
individual?  Also, provide a copy of the legal advice.

Answer:

Preliminary legal advice was received in December 2003.  This was subsequently
confirmed with more formal legal advice in March 2004.

The legal advice notes that the third parties involved, ie Migrant Resource Centres and
Migrant Service Agencies (MRCs/MSAs) will be required to comply with the Privacy Act.
Clause 7 of the 2004-05 Service Agreement between DIMIA and these organisations
requires an MRC/MSA to be treated as if it were an “agency” and to comply with the
Information Privacy Principles.

A copy of the legal advice is attached.  
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Senator Kirk (L&C 79) asked:

Was the Privacy Commissioner consulted and was his advice sought in relation to this
identification system?

Answer:

No.  Legal advice obtained by the Department indicated that disclosure of visa numbers
by Migrant Resource Centres to DIMIA does not constitute a breach of the Privacy Act.



QUESTION TAKEN ON NOTICE
ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES HEARING:   17 February 2004

IMMIGRATION AND MULTICULTURAL AND INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO
(79) Output 2.1:   Settlement Services

Senator Kirk (L&C 80) asked:

Is it compulsory or obligatory for individuals to provide their visa numbers?

Answer:

No.
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Senator Kirk (L&C 82 ) asked:

What was the total allocation for the AMEP Special Preparatory Program for the year
2003-04?

Answer:

The 2003-04 allocation for the Special Preparatory Program is $4 million.
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Senator Kirk  (L&C 82) asked:

Can you give me some guide as to how the 2003-04 allocation compares to those of
earlier years?  Has it gone up or down?

Answer:

The Special Preparatory Program (SPP) allocation is part of the government measure
“Increased assistance for the Adult Migrant English Programme”.

The SPP allocation has been as follows:

1997-98 $3.8 million 
1998-99 $3.9 million
1999-00 $4.0 million
2000-01 $4.0 million
2001-02 $4.0 million
2002-03 $4.0 million
2003-04 $4.0 million

In the 2002-03 budget context the government agreed to the measure “Continuation of
Adult Migrant English Program special initiatives” which includes $4.0 million annually
for the SPP until 2005-06.
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Senator Kirk  (L&C 82) asked:

How many refugees and humanitarian entrants are likely to be eligible for the scheme of
assistance in 2003-04?

Answer:

Eligibility for the Special Preparatory Program (SPP) is determined by AMEP service
providers on the basis of an assessment of an individual’s special need.

In the 2003-04 program year, as of 24 February 2004, 3,340 clients have accessed the
SPP following an assessment of their needs.
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Senator Kirk (L&C 83) asked:

How much of the allocation for DIMIA’s citizenship promotional activities for 2003-04
has been spent to date?

Answer:

As at 31 January 2004 around $1.7m of the $1.9m allocation for citizenship promotional
activities for 2003-04 had been spent.


