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Senator Allison (L&C 156) asked:

In relation to unlawful non-citizen sex workers: 

Can you indicate why it is that more recent figures are not available in this category?  Provide the latest statistics on this matter.

Answer:

In July 2002 DIMIA added to its recording systems occupation and industry codes for people working in the ’sex industry’.  Data on sex workers is therefore available only from July 2002.  The previous occupation and industry recording method did not contain an occupation identifier for ‘sex workers’. 

For the period between 1 July 2002 and 31 January 2003 there were a total of 116 locations where the client was working illegally in Australia in the sex industry.  By State, this was 99 in NSW, 6 in WA, 5 in ACT, 3 in QLD, 2 in VIC, and 1 in NT.
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Senator Allison (L&C 156) asked what is the total number of compliance staff?

Answer:

As at 25 February 2003, the number of persons working on compliance issues nationally totalled 259 persons.  Of the 259 persons, 39 work on student compliance issues.

The table below provides the number of compliance staff located in each 

State/Territory office.

	Staff

Numbers


	ACT

(*)
	NSW
	NT
	QLD
	SA
	TAS
	VIC
	WA
	TOTAL

	Compliance


	25
	116
	6
	21
	7
	2
	27
	16
	220

	Student

Compliance
	2
	15
	
	4
	
	
	14
	4
	39

	
	Total number of Compliance Staff Nationally
	259


(*) Includes staff in Central Office
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Senator Allison (L&C 158) asked, “How many women in particular but other persons too are not prepared to take that step of pursuing prosecution but who have initially at least indicated that they were trafficked?”

Answer:

DIMIA is unable to answer this question.  As all allegations of people trafficking are referred to the AFP for investigation, the question has been transferred to them for response.
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Senator Allison (L&C 158) asked:

With regards to people who have worked in the sex industry,

How many are currently in detention and how many have been detained over the last 12 months?

Answer:

Statistics on people in detention who had worked in the sex industry have only been kept since 01 July 2002.  As at 14 February 2003, of the 124 people who had worked in the sex industry and had been detained from 01 July 2002:

· 106 have been removed;

· 16 have been released on temporary visas (usually BVEs); and

· 2 are currently in detention.
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Senator Allison (L&C 159) asked, “How many instances have there been of detainees functioning as prostitutes in the centres?”

Answer:

There is no evidence of any current instances of detainees functioning as prostitutes in immigration detention facilities. 

From time to time there have been concerns relating to incidents of, and potential for, prostitution in the centres.  As a consequence, steps have been taken to prevent this occurring.  For example, sex workers are separated at the Villawood IDC in a secure compound.

Question Taken on Notice

ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES HEARING:   11 February 2003

Immigration and Multicultural AND INDIGENOUS affairs portfolio

(40) Output 1.3:   Enforcement of Immigration Law

Senator Kirk (L&C 160) asked:

Provide the committee with figures for the number of seafarers that were issued with transit visas from 1994-95 to the present.

Answer:

The Department’s figures for transit visa grants are not broken down to provide a separate figure for those granted to seafarers. 

The table below shows the total number of transit visas granted since 1994-95 (earlier data is not available).  The figures include transit visas granted to persons wishing to transit Australia to another country as well as seafarers joining their ship. 

	
	1994/

95
	1995/

96
	1996/

97


	1997/

98
	1998/

99
	1999/

00
	2000/

01
	2001/

02
	2002/03

up to 31/11/02

	Total grants
	17757
	20976
	20281
	19478
	23111
	25656
	30975
	34408
	17872
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Senator Kirk (L&C 160) asked (in the context of the conditions under which a seafarer in port can leave their ship):

· Is there any upper limit on the amount of time for which a person can leave under those circumstances?  

· Is there any legal requirement for the captain or the master to keep track of the period for which the person is away and then to report a crew member missing?  

· As you said, if a person did not come back, presumably they would be thought to be a deserter.  What are the legal requirements on the part of the captain in those circumstances?

Answer:

· There is no upper limit applied to a crew member leaving a ship for purposes of shore leave while the vessel is in port.

· It is for the ship’s master to decide the limit and to report if a crew member has not reported back to ship.

· There is a legal requirement at section 228 of the Migration Act 1958 for a ship’s master to report details of any crew member missing at the time of the ship’s departure.
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Senator Kirk (L&C 162) asked in relation to the Stadacona:

“Are any foreign crew who have left the vessel and now may be working in Australia – have there been checks as to whether anyone has left and may possibly be in breach of the special purpose visa?”

Answer:

Checks have been conducted to ascertain whether the 56 crewmembers who have been part of the crew of the Stadacona since it commenced trading under that name have left the country.  The departure of all 56 has been confirmed. 
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Senator Allison (L&C 162) asked:

With regards to trafficking in sexual servitude:

Provide the penalties overseas and how they compare with Australia.

Answer:

This question was transferred to the Australian Federal Police for reply.  Please see their question no. 136.

QUESTION TAKEN ON NOTICE

ADDITIONAL ESTIMATES HEARING:   11 February 2003

IMMIGRATION AND MULTICULTURAL AND INDIGENOUS AFFAIRS PORTFOLIO

(44) Output 1.3:   Enforcement of Immigration Law

Senator Harradine (L&C 167) asked, “Was there a case of an Iranian in 2002 who was killed in front of an ACM officer?  Is the department aware of that?”

Answer:

The Department is not aware of any detainee having been killed in front of an ACM Officer.
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Senator Harradine (L&C 167) asked for a copy of the guidelines for the operation of the centres with regards to religious practice.

Answer:

The provision of services at immigration detention facilities is governed by a set of Immigration Detention Standards.  These standards, which relate to the quality of care expected in immigration detention facilities, must be met in all circumstances except where it is demonstrated that the security and good order of the centre would be compromised.

Immigration Detention Standard 10, Religion states:

· Detainees have the right to practise a religion of their choice, and if consistent with detention facility security and good management, join with other persons in practising that religion and possess such articles as are necessary for the practice of that religion.

· A qualified religious representative approved under guidelines is allowed to hold regular services and to pay pastoral visits to detainees of the appropriate religion at proper times, so long as it does not interfere with the security and management of the detention facility.
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Senator Sherry (L&C 180) asked, “How many officials were involved in collecting the Sarwari family and sending them to the Baxter detention centre?”

Answer:

Three DIMIA officers, two Tasmanian State Police officers and one Australian Federal Police (AFP) officer were involved in transporting the family in Tasmania.

Two DIMIA officers escorted the Sarwari family while they were on the flight.

One DIMIA officer accompanied by three Australasian Correctional Management staff, a nurse and two interpreters escorted the Sarwari family from Port Augusta to the Baxter Immigration Detention Centre. 
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Senator Bartlett (L&C 183) asked, “Is it a normal condition of voluntary repatriation for outstanding applications to be withdrawn?  Is it in accordance with the advice of UN bodies in relation to these sorts of circumstances that any actions or issues that they may have before the UN bodies be withdrawn?  How does that stack up against any advice from any UN bodies and are there any legal grounds to it?”

Answer:

It is a normal condition of voluntary return that all outstanding matters are resolved – generally by refusal or withdrawal.  The Department cannot answer for UN agencies or bodies but it is our experience that voluntary withdrawal of claims or applications is satisfactory to those bodies.
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Senator Sherry (L&C 185) asked:

In relation to the rejected Iraqi caseload in Australian detention and on Manus Island and Nauru, can the department advise how many of these Iraqis have residency rights in a third country?

Answer:

As at 27 May 2003 there were 20 such persons in detention in Australia and 28 accommodated in the Manus Island and Nauru offshore processing centres.

In the period 1 July 2000 to 27 May 2003 there were 50 Iraqi voluntary departures, all to third countries.
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Senator Sherry (L&C 186) asked in relation to the 24 Iraqi nationals who were removed:

What amounts of money have been paid to each of these 24 people?

Answer:

It has been long standing policy for the Department to provide one-off financial assistance to people being removed, who have no other form of financial support upon their immediate arrival in the country to which they are sent. 

In February 2003, Migration Series Instruction 361 which reflects this procedure: “Implementation of Enforced Departures” was amended to update the amounts which might be provided if, for example, the removee lacks the initial financial and family support for removal to a third country.  Requests are considered for approval by the Unauthorised Arrivals Section, Canberra.  Six Iraqis have received an amount of $700 each since 10 February 2003.

Prior to February 2003 detention centres approved expenditure of an amount up to $200 for clothing for destitute removees, particularly for those travelling to a cold climate.  Some centres provided clothing from their existing stock and did not make individual purchases, so these costs cannot be identified separately. Centres could also provide up to a further $50 on a needs basis for the outward journey.

Until the allowance was increased to $700 last month, the accounting for these amounts was grouped under the heading of miscellaneous costs for each removal and could include amounts in addition to those given to detainees.  The following is a list of the miscellaneous amount for each removal. 

Iraqis 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8 - nil.

Iraqi 9 - $149.90

Iraqi 10,11 - nil

Iraq 12 - $139.90

Iraqi 14 - nil

Iraqi 15 - $180.00

Iraqi 16 - $149.85

Iraqi 17,18 - nil 

Iraqi 19 - $200

Iraqis 20,21,22,23,24 - $700 each
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Senator Sherry (L&C 186) asked:

In relation to Iraqi nationals in onshore detention centres,

Provide a breakdown of how many of those are boat arrivals.

Answer:

There are 41 Iraqi nationals in onshore detention centres, of whom 34 were unauthorised boat arrivals.

*Data derived from ISCE detention extract of 14/02/03.
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Senator Sherry (L&C 192) asked how much did the voids and chasms at the Christmas Island site add to the cost of the construction of the detention centre?

Answer:

The $2.5m mentioned at the hearing is the best estimate available.

Superficial voids are being treated as part of the remedial earthworks and have no appreciable cost impacts.  Significant voids are being dealt with by working around them or piling.
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Senator Sherry (L&C 193) asked how many tonnes of material had to be put in these various geographic sites?

Answer:

The mass of fill required will not be able to be determined until foundation works are complete.

