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	1. 
	Kirk
	1.1
	Can you confirm how many 457 visas were issued for each year since they have been in existence? Provide a breakdown by industry sector and country.
	

	2. 
	Sherry
	1.1
	Australian Corporate Alliances

· Is the Minister aware of a company called Australian Corporate Alliances, deregistered by the ASIC in March 2002?

· Is the Minister aware that this company has now changed its name to ACAlliances?

· Does the Minister recall receiving correspondence from this company wherein they declared themselves “not migration consultants or agents, however we deal with a large number of agents”?

· Is the Minister aware of allegations that prospective migrants pay $250 000 to ACAlliances in return for the latter completing the relevant paperwork so that the migrant may secure a 5 year business visa?

· Is the Minister also aware of allegations that, upon the arrival of the migrant in Australia, ACAlliances then apply for a sub-class 457 visa for the migrant so that the latter may remain here while their application for permanent residency is lodged and considered?

· Is the Minister also aware of allegations that ACAlliances promises their clients permanent residency within 3 years or a refund of $210 000 on their investment?

· Can the Minister provide comment on the veracity of these allegations?
	

	3. 
	Sherry
	1.1
	Sub-class 457 visas

Regarding the cases of the three South African grill chefs, 

· In what way is being a grill chef a specialist skill, requiring the importation of foreign workers?

· Has the Department investigated the claims of the chefs that they were underpaid?  If so, what have they found?

· )If the employer was underpaying the men, have they referred the case to the relevant authorities to take action?

· Has the Department taken action to ensure the employer is no longer allowed to ‘sponsor’ a foreign worker to Australia under this visa sub-class (or any other for that matter)?

· Has the Department also investigated claims that the same three men, in breach of the conditions of the 457 visa, were used as labourers on a Sydney building site by the same company that sponsored them to work as grill chefs?

· Has the Department also investigated claims that this company has been employing foreign backpackers in contravention of employment and immigration laws?
	

	4. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	How many of the 877 TPV holders have lodged a further protection visa application with DIMIA and are thus eligible for assessment of this further application?
	

	5. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	Provide for each month of 2002-03 the breakdowns of numbers in each month and the countries of origin.
	

	6. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	In relation to the 38 decisions made by DIMIA in respect of applications for further protection visas by TPV holders:

What were their countries of origin? 
	

	7. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	Provide a list of the decisions made.
	

	8. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	Provide a copy of the legal advice concerning the appropriate legal tests to be applied to the determination for further PV applications.
	

	9. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	How many employees working on PV applications were temporary employment contractors and were they paid their superannuation guarantee contributions?
	

	10. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	With respect to the tests that Mr Illingworth has raised that have been queried, could you check to see whether those issues were raised at that time back in 1999?
	

	11. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	In relation to regulation 866.215, which sought to bar TPV holders eligible for permanent protection from accessing this visa and sought to impose a further TPV regime for those who had applied for a further PV before 27 September 2001.  Does it intend to repeal the retrospective impact of this regulation? If so, when?
	

	12. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	How many requests have been made to the minister to exercise his discretion to allow access to a further permanent protection visa in a period shorter than 30 months?
	

	13. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	How many unaccompanied minors will be in the position of lodging further protection visa applications?
	

	14. 
	Harradine
	1.2
	1. How many asylum seekers have arrived in Australia since 1999 who were under the age of 18 at time of arrival?

2. Of these, how many arrived without a parent or other guardian?

3. How many such minors applied for refugee status in their own right?

4. How did such minors come to Australia and how many came with a valid visa?

5. How many such minors were granted a bridging visa? 

6. In relation to those who lodged an application for a protection visa., what assistance was given to such minors:

a) in the preparation of their cases;

b) in their dealings with immigration authorities in interviews;

c) how many were interviewed using video-conferencing technology? 

d) How many such minors were granted a protection visa and of what kind - ie TPV or PVP

e) What is the current status and location of such minors?
	

	15. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	Kazi Zafar Ahmed

· Can the Minister confirm that a Bangladeshi by the name of Kazi Zafar AHMED received a protection visa in December 2000?

· If so, is the Minister aware of allegations that Mr Ahmed is not in need of a protection visa and was in fact fleeing a prison sentence when he arrived in Australia?

· Can the Minister advise of Mr Ahmed’s current whereabouts?  

· If he is not in Australia, does his protection visa permit his exit and re-entry to Australia?

· If the allegations are proven that Mr Ahmed is not in need of a protection visa, what steps does he propose to take to address the situation?
	

	16. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	TPVs

· What is the average processing time for a FOI request lodged by a TPV holder with DIMIA?  

· What are the cause(s) of these delays?

· How does DIMIA intend to comply with its statutory obligations to ensure that the 28 day deadlines for response are complied with?
	

	17. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	Others

· What are the number of protection visa applications made in the community for each year since 1993?  

· How many were lodged in detention and how many in the community?

· What is the number of visa overstayers compared to the number of protection visa applications made for each year since 1993 in the community? i.e. do not count applications made in detention centres.

· What is the total number of asylum seekers living in the community at the end of 2002? 

· What is the break down in each state and territory?

· What is the breakdown for each Local Government Area?

· What is the number of claims for protection by people living in the community for each year for the past ten years?

· Of the 36% of 6255 applicants denied refugee protection visas in 2001-2 who have gone underground and are now classified as visa overstayers, and for each year over the past five years until the end of 2002, how many have cases under appeal? i.e.

· how many are being assessed at the primary level by DIMIA?

· how many are being assessed at the level of the RRT and/or the MRT?

· how many are on appeal to the Federal Court?

· how many are on appeal to the High court including class actions?

· how many are Section 417 appeals to the minister on humanitarian grounds?

· how many have exhausted all these legal means of appeal?

· Of the 36 % in 2001-02, and of the 13,737 over the past five years until the end of 2002, how many were on Bridging Visas E and denied work or Medicare rights and therefore may not have permanent addresses?

· What system does the Department have in place to ensure that people who may be potentially homeless as a result of being on Bridging Visa E can report into DIMIA offices and keep in contact?

· What is the most common  risk profile of a visa overstayer who has applied for a protection visa?

· What are the top ten nationalities and their numbers of visa overstayers who have applied for protection visas?

· What are the most common visas categories that people are on when they make the application for a protection visa?

· What is the average length of time people are in Australia on other visas before they make their protection visa applications?

· What is the average length of time it takes for people to complete the full legal claim process up to and including appeals to the Minister on humanitarian grounds under S. 417?

· Over the past 10 years, for each year, what numbers of applicants for permanent protection visas have applied within 45 days and been granted work rights and Medicare?

· Over the past 10 years, for each year, what number of applicants for protection visas have applied after the 45 day ruling and have not been granted work rights or Medicare?

· Over the past 10 years, for each year, what number of applicants have been supported under the Asylum Seeker Assistance Scheme?

· How many recipients of ASAS have absconded for each year over the last ten years?
	

	18. 
	Sherry
	1.2
	Resettlement of single Afghan refugee

Further to the Minister’s answer to QON 1029, 

· Has the one Afghan been resettled yet? 

· If so, in which country?
	

	19. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	In relation to the Port Hedland detention centre:

What was the date of the review by fire Safety Science Pty Ltd?
	

	20. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	What has ACM done to rectify any deficiencies that the department has identified?
	

	21. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	What feed back have you received about the outcome of those tasks on their part?
	

	22. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	In relation to the quote for supplying and installing new fire extinguishers etc.:

Was the quote acted upon; in other words, were those items and those services in fact supplied at Port Hedland?
	

	23. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide a copy of the risk assessment that was conducted following receipt of the report prepared under section 87 of the Workplace Relations Act.
	

	24. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	By way of example, an email allegation came to me this week about two people at Woomera.  I will not go into names, but one is an Iranian who returned to Woomera from /Glenside Hospital in Adelaide and has been in a management unit.  Another person also suggested that they had not been allowed any contact other than within centre staff in a week.  Is that length of time normal for prohibiting contact?  Is it accurate, for that matter?
	

	25. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Provide details of the phone card arrangement for each detention centre, whether they are only available inside the detention centre and the pricing structure.
	

	26. 
	Stephens
	1.3
	In relation to the evaluation that was done of the incidents that occurred in Port Hedland during the Christmas-New Year period:

Has that review and evaluation led to any changes in fire and safety management of the centre since that time?
	

	27. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide a comprehensive set of tables that give a breakdown of the detainees in all the detention centres.
	

	28. 
	Allison
	1.3
	Why are detainees not entitled to call 1800 or free-call numbers?
	

	29. 
	Allison
	1.3
	What is the rationale behind visitors, including lawyers, not being permitted to take in their own writing equipment and documentation at the Maribyrnong detention centre?  If documentation or material is taken in to detainees, it is opened and treated like mail before it is handed over.  Why is this kind of security necessary?  What are the rules at the other detention centres?
	

	30. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	In relation to the alleged sexual assault of an Iranian female detainee at the Curtin detention centre:

Can you tell me what occurred surrounding this alleged incident?  Did the woman who made the complaint continue to be accommodated in the same compound as her alleged attacker?
	

	31. 
	Allison
	1.3
	In relation to Baxter detention centre, confirm that when someone moves from White 1 compound or White 2 compound to where property is dispensed – that is, parcels are received – there is a need to go through strip searching on two occasions to do that.
	

	32. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	How many people who have made protection visa claims have absconded from detention in the period 1993-2002?  Provide a breakdown as to which detention centres these persons absconded from.
	

	33. 
	Allison
	1.3
	How many women who are brought to Australia for prostitution are currently in detention centres and how many were in that category over the 12 months of 2002?
	

	34. 
	Allison
	1.3
	Provide a copy of the 1996 report titled Report into the Trafficking of Women into the Australian Sex Industry.
	

	35. 
	Allison
	1.3
	In relation to unlawful noncitizen sex workers:

Can you indicate why it is that more recent figures are not available in this category?  Provide the latest statistics on this matter.
	

	36. 
	Allison
	1.3
	What is the total number of compliance staff?
	

	37. 
	Allison
	1.3
	How many women in particular but other persons too are not prepared to take that step of pursuing prosecution but who have initially at least indicated that they were trafficked?
	

	38. 
	Allison
	1.3
	With regards to people who have worked in the sex industry:

How many are currently in detention and how many have been detained over the last 12 months?
	

	39. 
	Allison
	1.3
	How many instances have there been of detainees functioning as prostitutes in the centres?
	

	40. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	Provide the committee with figures for the number of seafarers that were issued with transit visas from 1994-95 to the present.
	

	41. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	Is there any upper limit on the amount of time for which a person can leave under those circumstances?  Is there any legal requirement for the captain or the master to keep track of the period for which the person is away and then to report a crew member missing?  As you said, if a person did not come back, presumably they would be thought to be a deserter.  What are the legal requirements on the part of the captain in those circumstances?
	

	42. 
	Kirk
	1.3
	In relation to the Stadacona:

Are any foreign crew who have left the vessel and now may be working in Australia – have there been checks as to whether anyone has left and may possibly be in breach of the special purpose visa?
	

	43. 
	Allison
	1.3
	With regards to trafficking in sexual servitude:

Provide the penalties overseas and how they compare with Australia.
	

	44. 
	Harradine
	1.3
	Was there a case of an Iranian in 2002 who was killed in front of an ACM officer?  Is the department aware of that?
	

	45. 
	Harradine
	1.3
	Provide a copy of the guidelines for the operation of the centres with regards to religious practice.
	

	46. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	How many officials were involved in collecting the Sawari family and sending them to the Baxter detention centre?
	

	47. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Is it a normal condition of voluntary repatriation for outstanding applications to be withdrawn?  Is it in accordance with the advice of UN bodies in relation to these sorts of circumstances that any actions or issues that they have before UN bodies be withdrawn?  How does that stack up against any advice from UN bodies and are there legal grounds to it?
	

	48. 
	Sherry
	1.3 & 1.5
	In relation to the rejected Iraqi case load in Australian detention and on Manus Island and Nauru, can the department advise how many of these Iraqis have residency rights in a third country?
	

	49. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	In relation to the 24 Iraqi nationals who were removed:

What amounts of money have been paid to each of these 24 people?
	

	50. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	In relation to Iraqi nationals in onshore detention centres:

Provide a breakdown of how many of those are boat arrivals.
	

	51. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	How much did the voids and chasms at the Christmas Island site add to the cost of the construction of the detention centre?
	

	52. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	How many tonnes of material had to be put in these various geographic sites?
	

	53. 
	Webber
	1.3
	a) Can the Department advise the arrangements that were entered into that lead to the removal of Zheng Xi Yong from Australia?

b) Was the Department aware that an order was issued in the Local Court preventing his departure from Perth – and that all relevant authorities were informed of the order?

c) Is it not the case that the Minister’s office was also advised of the order, and that they assured the applicant that there was no way Zheng Xi Yong would be able to leave the country?

d) Has Zheng Xi Yong now been placed on the Alert List?

e) Does the Department plan to take any further action to rectify this situation?
	

	54. 
	Harradine
	1.3
	Legislation in the UK prohibits female genital mutilation (FGM) under the Prohibition of Female Circumcision Act 1985.  Under this legislation a child can be prevented from being removed from the UK for the procedure under provisions of the Children Act 1989.

(a) Has the Department considered implementing any processes including legislation to prevent children from being removed from Australia to undergo FGM in another country?

(b) Has it considered any penalties, for example revocation of permanent residency status for families who send their daughters away for this procedure?  

(c) Does the Department have any information on how often this may occur?

(d) Is there any way of inquiring into or checking the purpose of a visit to a home country where the practice is common, where young girls are also travelling, before issuing travel documents?
	

	55. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Firms providing litigation services to DIMIA

· Can the Minister confirm that law firm Clayton Utz was one of four selected in June 2000 to provide litigation services to his Department for the next three years?

· Is the Minister aware of the following:

· In April 2002 the Supreme Court of Victoria found Clayton Utz had failed in its duty to the court in the matter of McCabe vs British American Tobacco Services Limited (BATAS).  

· The judge struck out the defence and found Clayton Utz guilty of the destruction of documents, severely reprimanding the firm’s recently retired national chairman.  

· Can the Minister advise if he believes Clayton Utz is an appropriate firm to be engaged in the provision of legal advice to his Department and confirm that it acts professionally at all times in its dealings with its Department?
	

	56. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Of the 1336 cases involving asylum seekers currently before the courts, how many are where an appeal has been brought by a party other than the applicant i.e. where the appeal is by the Minister?
	

	57. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Tourists working unlawfully

· Is the Minister aware of reports that recruitment agencies in Sydney supplying accountants on a temporary basis have been employing tourists and others in breach of their visa conditions?

· If so, are the reports true?

· If so, how widespread is the problem?

· Does the Minister have any plans to rectify the problem?

· Is it correct to say that if these agencies are contractors to government departments then they are entitled to ignore the permanent residency requirements which would apply if these departments were employing people directly?

· If so, what does the Minister think of such behaviour?
	

	58. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Di Lorenzo Ceramics

· Further to the answer provided in QON 918, can the Department advise if it has completed its investigation into the possibility that some contractors undertaking work for Di Lorenzo Ceramics were employing people either in Australia illegally or working illegally?

· If the Department has completed its investigation, what has it found?

· What is the Department’s response to allegations that the company admitted to the CFMEU almost 12 months ago that it knew its sub-contractors were employing people illegally?

· Why is that, despite this information being relayed to the Department, no action was taken against this company until the CFMEU indicated it would seek to have the matter raised in Parliament?

· Can the Department also advise if they are aware of allegations that the director of this company has claimed that the reason the department has, until recently, had little success apprehending people working illegally for him is that he relies on tip-offs from a Departmental officer or officers regarding impending raids?

· If this is correct, what action has been taken or does the Department propose to take against both the officer or officers and the company?
	

	59. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Resources devoted to compliance activities

Further to the answer provided to Senator Sherry in QON 600, can the Department provide details of departmental resources (expressed as staff years) engaged in compliance activities to detect those in Australia illegally or working illegally for the years 1997-98 to 2001-02?
	

	60. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Chinese and Koreans on fraudulent passports working in Australia

· Can the Department comment on allegations that there are several thousand Chinese and Koreans working illegally in the Sydney construction industry alone?

· Are the alleged numbers accurate?

· What sorts of occupations have these people been found working in?

· If so, what sorts of visas would these people have been given to come to Australia?

· Can the Department comment on media reports that these people have been fraudulently obtaining Korean passports to assist their entry to Australia?
	

	61. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Sarwari family

· The following questions follow on from questions taken on notice in relation to the Sarwari family (Committee Hansard p. 180):

· What was the cost of the charter flight to take the family from Launceston to the mainland?

· What would have been the cost if regular air services had been used?

· How many officers were involved in the process of transporting the family:

· in Tasmania?

· on the flight?

· Between the flight and arrival at the Baxter centre?

· Why was this number of officers necessary?

· Were the officers Commonwealth employees?

· If any were not, what was the cost of their engagement?
	

	62. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Others

Although the overstayer rate for US and UK nationals in Australia is low, why is it that numbers of US and UK overstayers located is so low i.e. given that there are so many numbers of US and UK overstayers in Australia, the number actually located is a tiny proportion of the total?
	

	63. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Excision proposal #1

Regarding the proposed excision of more than 3000 islands from Australia’s migration zone, the Australian Federal Police Commissioner told a Senate inquiry last year that he would prefer to have people smugglers drop their cargo on the Australian mainland.  

This is a far preferable way for us to go....If they're going to commit a crime in the way that they're sending them to Australia, we at least try and get them to send them where there's some infrastructure support for them.
· Can the Minister advise if he agrees with the AFP Commissioner?
	

	64. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Excision proposal #2

Regarding the proposed excision of more than 3000 islands from Australia’s migration zone, in June 2002 the Canberra Times reported that Minister Ruddock’s spokesman confirmed,

that the Government had firm information about a boat from Vietnam, carrying just 34 people, and believed to be sheltering or refuelling in Indonesia.  He also confirmed the Government’s information had come in part from reports in the Indonesian press.

Can the Minister advise what has happened to that boat?   

Is it the boat referred to in PNG newspaper reports of 17 July 2002 about three Vietnamese men who were part of a group attempting to make their way to Australia, and were forced to swim ashore after their boat sank? 
	

	65. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Tender for the provision of detention centre services 

Regarding the withdrawal of APS on 29 July 2002 from the tender to provide detention centre services, 

· Can the Minister confirm that neither he, any of his staff or any member of his Department discussed the possibility with APS of APS withdrawing from the bid?

· If any such discussions did occur, can the Minister advise the date of such discussions, the identity of the participants and details of the matters discussed?
	

	66. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	SIEV X

· Can the Minister confirm that he told Channel 10 television in June 2002, regarding the sinking of the boat known as ‘SIEV X’,

Now we don’t know precisely where it sank – we never did …

· Can the Minister confirm that now-declassified intelligence documents prepared for him by his Department, dated 23 October 2001, clearly indicate that the boat sank approximately 60 nautical miles south of the Sunda Strait in international waters?

· Can the Minister confirm that he read these intelligence documents at the time they were prepared?

· If not, why not?

· If yes, can the Minister advise why he made such a claim to Channel 10 given the existence of these intelligence documents?
	

	67. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Removal of failed Iranian asylum seeker

· Can the Minister confirm that failed Iranian asylum seeker Nader Estahbanati was removed from Australia in 2002?

· Can the Minister confirm that he arrived back in Iran eventually?

· If so, can the Minister advise of his present whereabouts?


	

	68. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Monitoring of failed asylum seeker

There have been reports that a failed asylum seeker was executed upon stepping off a plane in Iran from Australia. 

· Does the Department know of the allegation?

· If there is any truth in it, can the Department provide further details?
	

	69. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Departmental publication

· Can the Minister confirm that the ‘Protecting the Border’ publication was last published in 2000?

· Can the Minister confirm that it is still an annual publication?

· If so, why has it not been published since 2000?

· If not, how often will it be published from now?
	

	70. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Bridging visas 

· Can the Minister advise how many bridging visas were issued to unauthorised air arrivals in the last two financial years?

· Can the Minister advise the location from which these bridging visas are issued?

· Is the bridging visa issued following a prima facie assessment that the person in question has a credible protection claim?

· If so, is this described or acknowledged anywhere in any publicly available material from his Department?
	

	71. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Media reports regarding return of Iranian nationals

· Can the Minister provide details on the criteria used in assessing whether or not someone is an “emergency case”?

· Has the Minister commenced negotiations with the Iranian Government on the return of “emergency cases”?

· If so, what conclusions and agreements have been reached?

· Have any Iranian nationals been removed from Australia under these agreements? 
	

	72. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	People trafficking

· Does DIMIA ask persons who they find to be illegally in Australia if they are trafficked? Is this part of procedure? If not, why not?

· Are there formal procedures between the AFP and DIMIA regarding people who are trafficked? If so, what are they? 

· What steps have been taken to maximise coordination between DIMIA and the Australian Federal Police (AFP), and between DIMIA and other State and Territory police forces, in relation to the investigation of potential offences pursuant to the Commonwealth Criminal Code Amendment (Slavery and Sexual Servitude) Act 1999 and relevant State and Territory legislation?

· Can people in detention who have been the victims of people trafficking be removed from detention to testify against traffickers in court? If so, how many have done so in what cases over the past two years? 

· What occurs if their deportation occurs before the court case – can they remain to testify? If not, what can be done to remedy this situation which appears to result in the prosecution of people traffickers? Can you outline the process in this situation?

· Now that the Government has signed the UN Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons which contains the obligation to make efforts to prevent the victims of trafficking from revictimisation, will it be considering any changes to immigration processes such as a specific visa for victims of trafficking? If not, why not?

· Are you providing training to staff on differences between people smuggling and trafficking, new processes arising from the protocol being signed and requiring staff to refer victims of trafficking to advocacy and support groups?

· What steps are or have been taken relating to the ongoing and/or planned implementation into legislation, policy and practice by DIMIA of the Protocol?

· Where women have reported victimisation related to slavery and sexual servitude, and made statements to DIMIA, the AFP or other bodies, what protective measures have been implemented to ensure their safety, and what support has been offered them as a victim of crime?

· According to DIMIA
 figures in 1998-1999 237 women and 6 men found to be working in brothels were deported. Do you know how many were the subject of people trafficking? Did you ask? If not, why not? 

· Were there any investigations that arose from this? Can you tell us more recent figures from 1999-2000 and 2000-2001?

· What funding is available to non-government organisations to address this serious violence against women?
	

	73. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Group 4 Falck
· In relation to Group 4’s operation of the private Melbourne Port Phillip prison, in which four inmates took their own lives in the first six months of operation, did this have any bearing on their selection as the provider of immigration detention services?

· What sort of measures has the Department put in place to ensure that these problems do not arise in Australian detention centres?
	

	74. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	New technology in passports

Can the Department provide a response to comments that facial recognition technology is far more expensive than other forms of biometric identification?

Is it correct that facial recognition technology requires a high level of human interaction, making it impractical for airports to use?

Did the Government consider or address these criticisms before committing to this technology?
	

	75. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Woomera

· Are there plans to close Woomera?  If so, when?

· What would this mean for the Woomera residential housing project?

· Is the Minister aware of an independent safety audit on Woomera in 2002 by Knowledge Enterprise Australia?

· If so, can he provide a copy of the report?

· Can he provide details of what steps and actions his Department has taken to address the issues raised by the audit report?
	

	76. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Port Hedland

· Are there plans to close Port Hedland?  If so, when?

· Can the Minister provide information on his Department’s response to the findings of the WA Coroner, when inquiring into the death of Mohammed Saleh in 2001?
	

	77. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Curtin

· Is the Minister aware of allegations a detainee at Curtin contracted blindness, apparently as a result of being denied medical treatment?

· If so, can he tell if the allegations are true?

· If they are true, can he provide details of the case?
	

	78. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Shipping visas

· If a passport is not required when applying for a transit visa how does a seafarer get a “Sign off Stamp” in order to determine that they are signing off the crew and leaving by air?

· Does Customs notify DIMIA of all crew that have signed off a vessel in order to approve airport clearance? 

· When were Transit Visas first introduced as regulations/legislation?

· Were seafarers always able to apply for Transit visas under the regulations?

· How does Customs identify transit visas at the airport for clearance purposes?

· How many Transit Visas have been issued by DIMIA in the last 12 months to seafarers?

· By what means do foreign crew leave a vessel from Australia and are they required to apply for visas upon departure? 

· Does DIMIA process these applications?

· What checks if any, does DIMIA carry out before issuing these Transit Visas?

· Are applicants checked against the Department’s Movement Alert List? 

· If not why not? 

· Are there any other visas in which these checks are not required?

· Are seafarers required to show any additional documentation before joining a ship?  If so, what sort?

· What, if any, checks are carried out by either Customs or DIMIA to determine that the conditions of the transit have been met?

· What measures, if any, does DIMIA have in place to ensure that the 72 hours requirement for Transit visas by seafarers in joining a ship has been met?

· How many seafarers have breached this requirement?

· What is the penalty for breaching the visa requirement?

· Are the transit visas cancelled as a result?

· If not, which other visas are exempt from cancellation for breaching the conditions? 

· Does DIMIA consider the foreign vessels trading between Australian ports using Single Voyage Permits or Continuous Voyage Permits as actually being engaged in international voyages?  

· How many foreign crews effect crew changes in Australia using Special Purpose Visas?
	

	79. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Stowaways and ship deserters

· How many ship deserters arrive each year?

· How many stowaways arrive each year?

· How many make protection claims?

· Are they detained or given a bridging visa while their claims are considered?

· When Australian authorities first learn of each case, how is the process conducted?

· Is it Customs or DIMIA officers who conduct a first instance interview to see if they are making a protection claim?

· Is there a template to follow for questions to be asked?

· Is it necessary for the applicant to use a particular form of words?

· Is it a requirement that interpreters be used while any interview is conducted – this includes any initial assessments which may be carried out while the applicant is on the ship?

· If the applicant receives a rejection from DIMIA or Customs at this initial interview stage, are they then recorded as stowaways/ship deserters who made a protection claim but failed in DIMIA’s statistics?  Or does this never enter the system in a statistical sense?

· At what point in the process is the applicant entitled to legal representation?
	

	80. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	In the case of the two African men at Bell Bay in January 2003,

Were Customs officers who interviewed the two men satisfied that they had made themselves understood given that their first language was not English?
	

	81. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	In the case of the Iraqi at Fremantle in January 2003, 

· How many times had he entered and departed Australia?

· Is there a follow-up process to establish whether a ship known to have a stowaway on board still has that person upon its return to Australia?

· How many ships with an SVP or a CVP currently have stowaways on board?

· Are there any ships currently trading on the Australian coast with stowaways on board?

· Once a stowaway is found on a ship in Australia who is responsible for his/her security while in the port and travelling between Australian ports?
	

	82. 
	Sherry
	1.3
	Death of Afghan asylum seeker in Perth hospital

· Can the Minister respond to allegations a friend of Fatima Erfani’s family was denied the opportunity to sit with Mrs Erfani’s husband in the hospital by ACM and/or DIMIA officials?  

· Can the Minister respond to allegations that Mrs Erfani’s husband was forbidden by ACM and/or DIMIA to leave the intensive care unit to meet with the family friend?

· If these allegations are correct, what is the explanation for such behaviour?
	

	83. 
	Kirk
	1.4
	Have any Kosovars been granted permanent residency or been given the opportunity to apply for a protection visa?
	

	84. 
	Bartlett
	1.4
	In relation to the Ambonese who are on subclass 449 visas:

Have there been any representations to the department or to the minister to eventually make their status a little bit more permanent?
	

	85. 
	Bartlett
	1.4
	In relation to the other nine on other forms of safe haven visas:

Can you give me details of those, where they are form how long they have been here, how often it has been renewed, and when they expire?
	

	86. 
	Kirk
	1.5
	Provide a breakdown of the detainees on Nauru and Manus Island.
	

	87. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	Do you have a figure on the number of Iraqis on Manus Island and Nauru?
	

	88. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	How many staff and detainees on Manus Island have contracted malaria?
	

	89. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	Agreements with PNG & Nauru

Given the following comments last year from new PNG Prime Minister Sir Michael Somare regarding the processing of asylum seekers on Manus Island: 

This is an agreement with the previous government, signed, we will honour it, we’ll allow the centre to continue and hopefully we will fade out the, it will be faded out eventually.

And the following comments last year from Nauruan President Rene Harris:

They cannot stay there as long as they need to.

· Can the Minister confirm that the Government has not managed to achieve four year agreements with either PNG or Nauru for offshore processing?

· Can the Minister advise if the Government is in negotiations with the PNG and/or Nauru Governments with a view to achieving agreements longer than one year?
	

	90. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	Possibility of sickness amongst residents of Nauru facility

· Is the Minister aware of reports that asylum seekers in the Nauru facility have fallen ill?

· Can the Minister comment on reports that this may be due to conditions on Nauru i.e. exposure to phosphates?

· If there is any truth to the allegations, what action has the Minister taken or does he propose to take to treat any sickness?
	

	91. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	Trust fund established with PNG government

· On how many occasions since its establishment has the trust fund been ‘topped up’?

· By how much on each occasion?
	

	92. 
	Sherry
	1.5
	Contract with IOM
· Can the Department provide a breakdown of the monies paid to IOM and identify which funds are for the purposes of managing the facilities on Manus Island and Nauru?

· Are there any provisions in the contract for the Department to deduct or withhold payment from IOM if it considers that IOM has failed to deliver services to an appropriate standard?

· If so, can the Department detail what sorts of situations and events would bring about a withholding of payment?

· Does the Department agree that the situation on Nauru is one in which it should be withholding payment from IOM?
	

	93. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	Are the department’s state and territory settlement plans available on the web site?
	

	94. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	I understand that there has been a launch of the state settlement plan for Queensland.  Has there been a launch in any other state?
	

	95. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	Provide a copy of the most recent settlement plan for each state and territory.
	

	96. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	In relation to the successful tenderer for the evaluation of the Integrated Humanitarian Settlement Strategy:

When was that announcement?  How was that announcement made?
	

	97. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	Who is on the steering committee for this evaluation?
	

	98. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	In relation to the increase activity level in the Integrated Humanitarian Settlement Strategy:

Is there any additional extra funding for this increase?
	

	99. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	Explain why the fee per client is so precise.
	

	100. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	Was there any per capita adjustment in the fee that is paid, from one financial year to the next?
	

	101. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	Have there been any providers who have ceased providing their service, wether this financial year or in the previous financial year?
	

	102. 
	Sherry
	2.1
	Provide a list of the IHSS providers.
	

	103. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	In relation to Migrant Resource Centres:

Where are the three temporary replacement services located?
	

	104. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	In relation to the inner west, and the Ashfield centre, what progress has the department made in developing a long-term strategy for settlement services in the region?  Given that you have the three temporary locations, what are you doing about a long-term strategy there?
	

	105. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	What do the new and emerging community groups take in?
	

	106. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	Which established community groups in each state have had their funding temporarily transferred to this additional appropriation?  How much CSSS funding does each agency receive?
	

	107. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	When do the applications close?
	

	108. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	Could you provide us with details of each of those 18 or 19 cases and state the reasons for their failure or their unsatisfactory performance?
	

	109. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	Have any of these grants been terminated by DIMIA since publication of the annual report?  If so, what are the names and locations of the projects?
	

	110. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	How many of the remaining projects still have their funding suspended at present?
	

	111. 
	Kirk
	2.1
	In relation to AMEP contracts:

Provide the common performance indicators.
	

	112. 
	Kirk
	2.2
	Who are the representatives of each of the bodies who attend the NAATI AGM?
	

	113. 
	Kirk
	2.2
	Provide a list of the NAATI board members.
	

	114. 
	Sherry
	2.2
	Provide a copy of the standard published remuneration rates.
	

	115. 
	Sherry
	2.2
	Provide a list of NAATI’s accredited translators and interpreters.
	

	116. 
	Sherry
	2.3
	In relation to the IT system for citizenship:

Are the 42 pieces of data that are contained on the form the only questions?  Are there additional questions for which there is not data on the IT system?
	

	117. 
	Sherry
	2.3
	Do you have any data on how many appeals there have been?
	

	118. 
	Sherry
	2.3
	Provide the number of people who have renounced their Australian citizenship.
	

	119. 
	Sherry
	2.3
	Provide a list of the countries whose citizenship laws preclude people from holding the citizenship of another country.
	

	120. 
	Sherry
	2.3
	Why can’t a citizen access the Australian citizenship register to find out whether someone has acquired Australian citizenship?
	

	121. 
	Sherry
	2.4
	When did the Council for Multicultural Australia submit its mid-term report to the government?
	

	122. 
	Sherry
	2.4
	Provide a copy of the CMA’s mid-term report.
	

	123. 
	Sherry
	2.4
	Provide the names of the departmental officers who were on the steering committee that did an evaluation of the CMA.
	

	124. 
	Sherry
	2.4
	Who was the Chair of CMA when the annual report was due?
	

	125. 
	Sherry
	2.4
	What are the members of the CMA paid?
	

	126. 
	Ludwig
	3.1
	In relation to formal advisory committees and task forces in the Aboriginals affairs portfolio:

· Provide a list of the existing advisory committees and taskforces, including their membership and any terms of references.

· Indicate the time line of their operations e.g. when established or when due to finish.

· How frequently do they meet?

· Do they have a separate budget?  If so, how much?

· What form of community consultations do they conduct?

· What government response has there been to any published reports from the committee or taskforce?
	

	127. 
	Ludwig
	3.1
	For each grouping please provide details of any reports that were produced.  Please indicate the cost of the writing and producing each of these reports.  Please indicate where consultants were engaged in the preparation and marketing of these reports.  Please indicate if each report was officially launched, and if they were how they were launched, the number of copies of each report that were printed, the extent of the distribution and of any reports that were written but were either not printed or distributed, the reason.
	

	128. 
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Please indicate the budget initiatives or policy changes that can be directly related to each grouping.
	

	129. 
	Crossin
	3.1
	ATSIC Review:

a) Can you provide a copy of the terms of reference for the review?

b) What is the timeline for this review?

c) When is the reporting date?

d) What consultation have and/or are going to occur?

e) What is the scope of the review?

f) What is the amount of funding allocated against the review?

g) Is this review being funded by ATSIC or another Department of the Government? If so, who is funding this?
	

	130. 
	Lundy
	Internal Product
	IT Outsourcing

Provide the following information for each contract entered into by the agency which has not been fully performed or which has been entered into during the previous 12 months (financial year 2001-2002) that are all or in part information and communications technology related with a consideration to the value of $20, 000 or more, including the following details for each contract:

(a) a unique identifier for the contract (eg contract number);

(b) the contractor name and ABN or ACN;

(c) the domicile (country) of the parent company;

(d) the subject matter of the contract, including whether the contract is substantially hardware, software, services or a mixture, with estimated percentages;

(e) the starting date of the contract;

(f) the term (duration) of the contract, expressed as an ending date;

(g) the amount of the consideration (AU$);

(h) the amount applicable to the current budget year (AU$);

(i) whether or not there is an industry development requirement; if so:

provide details of the Industry Development requirements (in scope and out of scope). full list of sub-contracts valued at over $5,000, including the all the information described in (a) to (h).
	

	131. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	Budget deficit for Department

· Can the Minister confirm that the then acting Secretary of his Department emailed staff on 5 August 2002, telling them that,

Unless we took action, we were heading for a projected operating loss this year and in subsequent years of some $30 million p.a.

· Can the Minister advise what action has been taken to avoid an operating loss?

· Can the Minister advise which of his Department’s programmes and activities have been reduced to avoid the loss?
	

	132. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	DIMIA Secretary direction to staff

· Is the Minister aware that last year the Secretary of his Department e-mailed all staff in the following terms, advising them of the circumstances under which they were permitted to make public comment regarding the Government:

APS employees have the right to publicise their personal views on the actions and policies of the Government, but only on areas of operation that do not relate to their work.  You may, for instance, write to the press or talk with the media about matters that do not relate to the work of DIMIA.

And

Inappropriate public comment includes negative views or opinions about Government policies.

· Can the Minister confirm that that the APS Code of Conduct does not require public servants to be silent on the work of their Department?

· Can the Minister advise what steps he has taken to ensure his Secretary corrects the record and, in future, refrains from intimidatory behaviour towards staff?
	

	133. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	Position of Senior Assistant Secretary

Further to the Minister’s answer to QoNs 638 and 939, 

· Can the Minister advise how many people in his Department hold the position of Senior Assistant Secretary?

· Can the Minister advise if he is aware of such a position being created in any other Commonwealth Departments?

· Can the Minister provide details of the substantive criteria used by his Departmental Secretary to inform his decision to create the position; and to inform his decision to select the current occupant of the position (or positions if there is more than one instance)?

· Can the Minister advise if he or his Department have received any feedback from staff or staff representative organisations on the decision to create the position?
	

	134. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	Departmental spending on consultants

· Can the Minister confirm that his Department spent $71.4 million on ‘consultants’ in financial year 2001-02, up from $2.1 million in the previous financial year?

· Can the Minister provide a reason for the massive increase on ‘consultants’ from one year to the next?
	

	135. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	· Can the Minister advise if any staff of his Department ceased employment and returned as consultants during this period?

· If so, what were they paid while staff members versus what were they paid when re-hired as consultants?
	

	136. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	Complaints about DIMIA to the Ombudsman

· Can the Minister confirm that complaints about his Department to the Commonwealth Ombudsman totalled 1098 in financial year 2001-02?

· Given the information that complaints about government departments to the Ombudsman are, overall, declining, can the Minister why it is that complaints about his Department have risen so rapidly – against the trend - in the last few years?

· Has the Minister considered what might be done to lower the rate of complaints to the Ombudsman?  If so, can he provide detail of those considerations?
	

	137. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	Fitout of DIMIA building in Canberra

· Is it correct that no Australian products and/or companies were invited to tender for the fitout of the new building?

· If so, why were local and/or national products and companies not invited to tender?

· What history of past performance has the successful suppliers for a project this size (and in Canberra)?

· Do the successful suppliers have Quality Assurance certification for commercial office fitouts?

· Do the successful suppliers have Environmental Management Systems certification for commercial office fitouts?

· Does DIMIA need to pay a premium for their fitouts?  If so, why?

· What is so different to the DIMIA fitout requirements than the other larger Government Departments where a special type of American product needed to be specified?

· Will this set a precedent among other Government departments for future fitouts?

· When the fitout has been completed, what service levels will be maintained for the department?

· What guarantee has the department that the imported products (through their distributors) will be available for years to come, at what timeframe and at what price?
	

	138. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	Closure of suburban DIMIA offices

· Does the Minister have plans to close suburban offices of his Department in each capital city, leaving just one CBD facility in each city with counter service?

· What plans does the Minister have for the future of the Preston office?

· Can the Minister provide details on the expiry dates for the leases his Department holds for each of their remaining open suburban offices?
	

	139. 
	Sherry
	Internal Product
	Ernst & Young audit report into DIMIA

· Does the Department accept the recommendations made by the auditors in their report?  If not, why not?

· If so, in what way have they addressed or do they plan to address these recommendations?

· Can the Department or Minister provide a copy of the report? 
	

	140. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	When the investigation of media director, Brian Johnstone, who was suspended over an alleged breach of the APS Code of conduct, is completed please advise:

a) Its cost.

b) What the outcome is, if it is made public.
	

	141. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	In relation to the tent embassy report commissioned by the ATSIC regional council in Queanbeyan, advise whether Mr Tuckey is aware ahead of time, because he seems to have made some statements – or are they separate from the consultant’s report?
	

	142. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	In relation to the Indigenous Language and interpreter service, can you tell me how much money has been allocated to Indigenous language services in the last financial year or the year before that?
	

	143. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	What types of projects do these funds include? Perhaps you can take it on notice in terms of each service and the amount that has been expended on it and that the service is ongoing.
	

	144. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Is there any information that you have or that you have been exploring as to whether or not it is helpful in reducing juvenile detention?
	

	145. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Has that been the same amount that you have been funding in the last couple of years or has there been an increase or decrease in the amount that you have set aside?
	

	146. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	In relation to the framework agreement with the government of Western Australia:

Which states have not signed such agreements?
	

	147. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Provide a copy of the framework agreement.
	

	148. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	In relation to the restructure:

What was the cost of their move from Canberra to the regions and what is the expected cost of their return?  Have you set aside a budget outlay for this exercise?
	

	149. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	In relation to the duty statements for the new SES positions, provide a copy of the CEO’s statement.
	

	150. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	In relation to the panels for the selection of staff, provide a copy of the advice from the Public Service Commissioner.
	

	151. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	In relation to the national office staff:

How long have these people been on stress leave and what executive level are they at – how many weeks have they been on leave?
	

	152. 
	Greig
	ATSIC
	In relation to the program in Western Australia, which educated Aboriginal women in nutrition, was ATSIC involved in funding it?
	

	153. 
	Greig
	ATSIC
	In relation to the elections for ATSIC Commissioners:

Do we have any clear figures on the participation rate in those elections?  Could that show the overall percentage of Indigenous people who are participating in the elections themselves rather than the raw data?
	

	154. 
	Greig
	ATSIC
	Is there any evidence to suggest that there is a stronger participation rate from some states as opposed to other states or territories?
	

	155. 
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	Community Employment Development Program

a) Can you provide a breakdown of the number of CDEP participants per ATSIC zone as well as the total amount of funding allocated to CDEP program by ATSIC zone?

b) What is the amount of administration costs allocated within the funding of CDEP program for each zone?
	

	156. 
	Crossin
	ATSIC
	Community Participation Agreements:

a) Have guidelines been developed to assist in the development of this policy? If so can you provide a copy?

b) If not what are the problems with getting these developed?

c) What are the requirements for a community to become a breaching agent?

d) Who determines which community members will be involved in this?

e) What will they be required to do?

f) What would constitute a breach by community members?

g) How are these programs to be evaluated?

h) Who is going to conduct this?

i) What is the timeline for the implementation of these programs?
	

	157. 
	Lundy
	ATSIC
	IT Outsourcing

Provide the following information for each contract entered into by the agency which has not been fully performed or which has been entered into during the previous 12 months (financial year 2001-2002) that are all or in part information and communications technology related with a consideration to the value of $20, 000 or more, including the following details for each contract:

(a) a unique identifier for the contract (eg contract number);

(b) the contractor name and ABN or ACN;

(c) the domicile (country) of the parent company;

(d) the subject matter of the contract, including whether the contract is substantially hardware, software, services or a mixture, with estimated percentages;

(e) the starting date of the contract;

(f) the term (duration) of the contract, expressed as an ending date;

(g) the amount of the consideration (AU$);

(h) the amount applicable to the current budget year (AU$);

(i) whether or not there is an industry development requirement; if so:

provide details of the Industry Development requirements (in scope and out of scope). full list of sub-contracts valued at over $5,000, including the all the information described in (a) to (h).
	

	158. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Does the Minister have the power to direct the Northern Territory Land Councils to prepare estimates in accordance with Ministerial directions?
	

	159. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Can the Minister do this in regard to the Aboriginal Benefits Account?
	

	160. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Can the Minister direct these estimates on an outcomes/outputs basis?
	

	161. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Can you tell me how, and provide a breakdown, of how the figure $280 million given to the Land Councils in the Northern Territory for administration since inception referred to in the minister’s media statement of 7/2/03 was arrived at?
	

	162. 
	Sherry
	MARA
	Provide details of board payments.
	

	163. 
	Bartlett
	MARA
	Why has there been that dramatic increase in translation costs?
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