Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee

Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs Portfolio

Questions on notice from Additional Estimates Hearing 12 March 2002 – Indigenous Affairs

	No.
	Senator
	Output
	Question
	Hansard Page No.

	1. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Which Commonwealth agencies that have major funding responsibilities on Indigenous Affairs does ATSIC have a memorandum of understanding with?

· Of those which don’t, can you outline the reasons for not establishing a memorandum agreement?
	Written

	2. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Can you tell the Committee whether the MOU with DHAC has been renewed?

· If not, why not?
	Written

	3. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	The Commonwealth Grants Commission report on Indigenous funding as reported in the Annual Report of the Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander Commission states that “As preconditions for achieving advances the Commonwealth Grants Commission considers that Indigenous people and organisations must …”(see p. 16):

· What is the government’s response to this report?

· What is the government’s response to the A report (page 16)?

· Did the first review as identified in the Annual Report at page 16 by COAG take place?

· If not, why not?

· If so, what were the findings or recommendations?

· What work has been undertaken on developing action plans performance reporting strategies and benchmarks as outlined in the Annual Report of ATSIC at page 16?

· If none, why not?

· If so, can you provide a progress report?

· Has the government formally responded to HORSCATSIA?  If not, why not?

· Does the Government intend to implement the principles of mutual obligation benefit for the recipients?


	Written

	
	
	
	· If so, how and when?

· What work is being undertaken to develop Indigenous-specific legislation or policies in Australia which is designed to protect Indigenous cultural and intellectual property rights?

· If none, why not?

· If so, can you provide an outline of the work done to date?

· Has the 13th Australian periodic report due on 30 October 2000 in CERD been prepared and forwarded?

· If not, why not?
	

	4. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	What will that $1 million be spent on?
	380

	5. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Advise how the Community Development Employment Project (CDEP) trials are progressing
	381

	6. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Advise whether the money has been expended and, if so, how and where
	381

	7. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Provide the Committee with the terms of reference for the review of the Aboriginal Council and Association Act 1976 and progress to date in terms of that;

· Is there a committee established?

· Are people employed doing work?
	381

	8. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Provide the Committee with the consultation paper
	381

	9. 
	Ludwig
	ATSIC
	Advise the number and range of consultants that you have employed to develop the process, the expenditure on the consultants and who has been consulted?
	381

	10. 
	Ludwig
	Internal Product
	Provide the wording for DIMIA’s employment policy
	368

	11. 
	Ludwig
	Internal Product
	Do you hold information which is not culturally sensitive about the level at which Aboriginal people are employed within the office (OATSIA) and the number currently?
	368

	12. 
	Ludwig
	Internal Product
	Explain the employment and staffing situation: would it be the same or would it be different; would the staffing and functions of those people be the same.
	372

	13. 
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Has the Commonwealth tabled the Commonwealth Grants Commission final report into Indigenous funding?

· If not, why not?
	Written

	14. 
	Ludwig
	3.1
	The interim report of the Commonwealth Grants Commission (October 2000) found that there is a lack of transparency in the current system and severe limitations on the Commonwealth’s power to direct the states. Is this correct?

· If yes, can you outline the issues?

· If no, what is the intention of the Department?

· What work is being undertaken to assist on correcting this?
	Written

	15. 
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Provide a breakdown and categorisation of expenditure on litigation to date this year
	369

	16. 
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Provide a breakdown of the barrister’s fees or counsel’s fees
	372

	17. 
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Provide the costs that the secretariat to the Reconciliation Place steering committee was reimbursed for
	375

	18. 
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Provide a copy of the reply to the shadow minister for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Affairs
	376

	19. 
	Ludwig
	3.1
	Can you find out where that (response to the Reeves and HORSCATSIA reports) is up to and whether or not there is an intention to have an answer to that report?
	376

	20. 
	Ludwig
	3.1
	In relation to the proposed amendments to the ALRA, when did the Minister give an undertaking to the land councils that he would give them a document which would canvass some issues and options.
	378
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