Senate Legal and Constitutional Legislation Committee

Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs Portfolio

Questions on notice from Additional Estimates Hearing 19, 22 February 2002

	No.
	Senator
	Output
	Question
	Hansard Page 

	1. 
	Bartlett
	MRT
	In terms of all the visitor visa refusals and student visa refusals that you deal with, are you able to provide a breakdown of which countries those come from?
	235

	2. 
	Scullion
	MRT
	With regard to the Migration Review Tribunal provide a brief outline of the processes and procedures.
	236

	3. 
	McKiernan
	RRT
	Provide an explanation of the 16 complaints referred to on page 8.
	239

	4. 
	McKiernan
	RRT
	Provide explanation as to why the East Timorese case reference number [2000] AATA 878 was not included in the RRT report.
	240

	5. 
	Bartlett
	RRT
	Provide a copy of the legal bulletins which gave members information on changes to legislation.
	246

	6. 
	McKiernan
	RRT
	Provide the Committee with details of that training [in relation to the privative clause legislation]: the curriculum, the duration, the length. Could you also provide the Committee with information as to the number of members who partook of that additional training, and also who were the trainers, the lecturers, tutors or whatever was required.
	247

	7. 
	Cooney
	Internal Product
	Advise on whether there is any discretion in the legislation as enacted by the parliament to allow waiver to be offered or granted.
	230

	8. 
	Ray
	Internal Product
	Check if there was any email contact between the Minister’s staff and DIMIA on the subject of children being thrown overboard on 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11 October and 7,8 and 9 November.
	271

	9. 
	Ray
	Internal Product
	Re call received by the Secretary on 8 November, check the PABX to see whether it records the originating phone number.
	277

	10. 
	Ludwig
	Internal Product
	Update question no. 7 asked by Senator McKiernan at the budget estimates hearings on 29 and 30 May concerning detailed revenues raised through the variety of charges levied by the Department.

How much has been raised from charges and fees relating to:

a) All visa classes both temporary and permanent;

b) Application fees to access the Migration related Tribunals;

c) Citizenship applications;

d) Cost recovery associated with failed refugee applications;

e) Translating and Interpreting Services;

f) Any other significant ($50,000) revenue raised by the Department for the Commonwealth.
	306-307

	11. 
	Ludwig
	1.1
	In respect of Senator Carr’s question in relation to the 69, which is question no. 12, of former Austral students who have gone to new providers, he questioned how many had gone on to Bridge College. Of those 69 who have obviously gone on to Bridge College, is there a change in those figures who have had their visas cancelled, reviewed or other wise granted?
	307

	12. 
	Ludwig
	1.1
	In respect of Senator Carr’s question no. 13 in which he asked, ‘Are the directors of this college’ – that is Austral – ‘in the country, and when did you last have contact with them?’ The question arising out of that is whether or not any charges or follow up has been undertaken in relation to directors of Austral? I assume you still know if they are in the country.
	307

	13. 
	Ludwig
	1.1
	In relation to question no. 19, Senator McKiernan asked, ‘What is the average delay between the date of lodgement and the queue date allocated to applicants for aged parent migration?’ I wonder if you could update that provision as to whether or not those figures have changed – that is, the person’s queued and the median processing time for queue date in weeks.  It was 116 and persons queued was 1,291.  Perhaps you could then provide the comparative data as to how that has gone.
	307

	14. 
	Ludwig
	1.1
	In relation to question no. 20 in 1.1, Senator McKiernan asked, ‘How much consolidated revenue is the fund holding in terms of application fees related to the aged parent class?’ I ask whether or not that figure can be updated as well.
	307

	15. 
	Ludwig
	1.1
	In relation to question no. 21 which refers to the number of 457 visas issued to workers in the building industry, provide a breakdown to about 20 or 30 broad occupations.
	307

	16. 
	Cooney
	1.1
	Provide a copy of the report prepared by Professor Bob Birrell, Ian Dobson, Virginia Rapson and Fred Smith concerning the brain gain and brain drain.
	307

	17. 
	Ludwig
	1.1
	Provide a copy of the report prepared by Access Economics as a consequence of their research study into the impact of immigration on state and territory budgets and their studies regarding the fiscal impact of migrants to Australia.
	309

	18. 
	Harradine
	1.2
	Re Mr Shahraz Kiane:

· What is the current status of the visa application of the family of Mr Shahraz Kiane, the Pakistani national and Australian citizen who died in May last year after setting himself on fire outside Parliament House? Why is it that seventeen months after being assured of expeditious treatment in her case, Ms Yasmin’s application still has not been finalised?
· The first application was lodged almost six years ago. What are the reasons for the delays in processing the application?

· Does the Department consider such delays inhumane?

· How many letters and/or other forms of representation did the Department and/or the Minister receive from counselling services, doctors and/or other organisations/individuals warning of Mr Kiane’s deteriorating mental state and on what dates? How did the Department/Minister respond?
· Why was the estimated cost of medical care for Annum Kiane increased from  $420,745.00 to $750,000?

· Did the Department take into consideration the family’s undertaking to cover the $750,000? How does the Department view such undertakings in other applications where there may be a family member with an illness or disability?

· How has the Department responded to the Ombudsman’s report of August 2001 which stated: “…my examination of DIMA’s files raised serious concerns about the fairness and professionalism of its decision-making processes in this case, and suggested to me that the rejection was tainted by bias and irrelevant considerations, and the decision maker failed to make appropriate use of the discretion available to waive the health criterion…The history of this case is one of administrative ineptitude and broken promises…This delay does not seem to me to represent reasonable process, particularly given the humanitarian issues involved.”?  Does the Department acknowledge flaws in its handling of the application?

· How has the Department acted on the Ombudsman’s recommendation that the Migration Regulations be reviewed to make it “easier and quicker for persons granted refugee status after their arrival in Australia to be permitted to have their immediate family members join them”?
· Under what circumstances does the Department/Minister decide to waive health criteria? How many applications have been granted following a waiving of the health criteria and for what reasons were waivers made?

· Has the Minister considered waiving the health criteria for Annum Kiane?   

· Has the Department ever requested or received advice on how denying visas to the family of Australian citizens on the basis of disability effects Australia’s obligations under the 1975 UN Declaration on the Rights of Disabled Persons; the 1990 Convention on the Rights of the Child and the Standard Rules on the Equalization of Opportunities for Persons with Disabilities in 1993? Does the Department consider that refusal of a visa on the basis of the costs of caring for a disabled person might be an issue of discrimination on the basis of disability?
	Written

	19. 
	Faulkner
	1.2
	Advise whether there was any DIMA involvement in the meeting with the UNHCR on 10 October.
	275 & 280

	20. 
	McKiernan
	1.2
	Provide the total number of persons who entered Australia under the refugee and humanitarian entry program.
	310

	21. 
	McKiernan
	1.2
	With regards to applications in this program from overseas posts, provide fuller information on the numbers and the length of time it takes to process them.
	310-311

	22. 
	McKiernan
	1.2
	Provide a copy of the outcome document or documents from the Geneva meeting on refugees.
	312

	23. 
	Bartlett
	1.2
	In relation to emails received from Bangkok, provide details of the split family applications in Islamabad.
	317

	24. 
	Bartlett
	1.2
	Provide statistics about how many applications for that type of visa would be 2½ years or older.
	317

	25. 
	Bartlett
	1.2
	Provide a breakdown of the countries from which people who were granted visas under s417 came from.
	320

	26. 
	McKiernan
	1.2
	How many case officers are now occupied in processing in our detention and processing centres?
	331

	27. 
	McKiernan
	1.2
	How many cases that are outstanding over 14 weeks are ones that are being funded because the department is waiting for another agency, either in Australia or overseas, to provide further information.
	332

	28. 
	Schacht
	1.2
	a) In respect of the people who have been granted refugee status in the last two years, what was the time it took for each of them to complete the checks and therefore be released from the detention centre with a temporary/permanent visa?

b) What was the average time, the median time, people were kept in detention – of those who were in detention – before they were released as a result of having to wait for their checks to be completed? 
	241

	29. 
	McKiernan
	1.2 & 1.3
	What is the legal status of the Christmas Island and Cocos Island centres, how does the processing of claims of the asylum seekers differ in each of the centres and how does this differ from the processing of claims for people in Nauru, Woomera etc.?
	Written

	30. 
	Ray
	Minister/1.3
	Obtain from the Minister where he got confirmation on what he had been informed (on 7 October).
	269

	31. 
	Cooney
	1.3
	When these matters (28-day time limit to appeal to the Court) came on before the court, did the department take the bar as a defence to the action? Was the bar argued? Was the time limit argued in the court case?
	230

	32. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	In relation to the temporary processing centre in Darwin:

· When was the decision made to construct this centre?

· Who made that decision?

· How was it constructed: Put out to tender or did Defence do it?

· What was the cost?

· Are there plans to landscape the area and plant some trees etc?

· Has it been used?

· What is the capacity?

· A news report on 31/01/02 suggests that the next boatload of people to Darwin will be sent there, is that true?

· When is it planned to be used?

· If the Pacific solution is working, why not remove it?
	Written

	33. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Has DIMIA been using the pavilion at showgrounds to process illegal entrants?

· If so, when was it last used?

· How many times has it been used in the last 12 months?

· How many people have been processed there?

· How long does each processing procedure take at the showgrounds?
	Written

	34. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	In relation to the permanent centre in Darwin:

· What was the amount stated in the 1999-2000 budget for the detention centre in Darwin?

· How many people will that centre hold? 

· What stage is the planning at? Have any plans been drawn up?

· Who is involved in the planning of the Centre?

· Have any locations for the Centre been identified? 

· How much of the $40 million has been spent? Can the Department provide a breakdown of what the money has been spent on?
	Written

	35. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	In an interview on ABC Lateline on 29/01/02 the Minister said: “When you want to establish detention centres, you go into a community and you say, would you like a detention centre in your district?”  What consultation occurred in relation to the centre planned for Darwin?  Who was involved? If no one was consulted, why did the Minister make this statement on ABC?
	Written

	36. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	In relation to the centre planned for Darwin:

· When is it planned that this centre will be opened?

· Who is expected to ensure the delivery of such services like education, health, safety, and child protection?

· What arrangements will be negotiated with the NT Government?

· Will DIMIA be responsible for all costs as per Christmas Island?

· Are there plans to re-locate people from Woomera once the detention centre has been finalised?

· Again, if the Pacific solution is working, why is there the need to continue with this proposal?
	Written

	37. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Did anyone from DIMIA go to Christmas Island with Ministers Ruddock and MacDonald last September? If so, who went? If not, why?
	Written

	38. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	What was the purpose of the visit (by Ministers Ruddock and MacDonald to Christmas Island)?
	Written

	39. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Who did they (Ministers Ruddock and MacDonald) meet on the Island? Was the Shire Council specifically consulted?
	Written

	40. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	In relation to the visit by Ministers Ruddock and MacDonald to Christmas Island:

· When was a decision made to build the Centre on that site?

· Who made that decision?

· When and how was it conveyed to the Island community?

· What are the costs involved?

· When did construction commence?

· What additional costs are being met by the DIMIA, such as education?

· What educational services are being provided and to whom?
	Written

	41. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	In relation to Christmas Island, is it the Government’s intention to build a more permanent processing centre on the island, and if so, where is it proposed to be built and what consultation has there been with the Christmas Island Shire Council?
	Written

	42. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	What are the rights that people have on Christmas and Cocos Island?
	Written

	43. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Is it the government’s intention to close the facility on Cocos and relocate asylum seekers there to other centres, such as the one on Christmas Island?
	Written

	44. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	What is the attitude of the Cocos Islanders to the centre on Cocos? How long is it intended to keep people on Cocos Island in this centre?
	Written

	45. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	In relation to the Christmas Island facility, does the Government propose to address the issue of accommodation (essentially, there are only 2 dormitories)? Is it the intention to ensure that there is appropriate family accommodation, or single and married accommodation? For example, is there appropriate recognition of religious beliefs including the provision of a prayer room?
	Written

	46. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Can DIMIA confirm that its contract with Australian Correctional Management requires ACM to provide educational services to school aged children in detention?
	Written

	47. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Can DIMIA explain how it monitors and enforces such provisions?
	Written

	48. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	What other services are required to be provided for children in detention?
	Written

	49. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	In relation to a letter from Stewart Foster of DIMIA in the Daily Telegraph on Thursday 14 February 2002 where he states that “The Department insists the detention services provider offers appropriate facilities and services to meet the special needs of the children …”:

· Can DIMIA explain precisely how it “insists” education services, for example, are provided to children in detention?

· How does DIMIA monitor or enforce any such provisions against ACM in facilities?
	Written

	50. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Does the Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs [DIMIA] have officers allocated to the monitoring of foreign registered vessels operating in Australia for extended periods? 

[Note: this question does not refer to those persons who are issued or deemed to be issued with Special Purpose Visas e.g. seafarers on foreign vessels visiting Australian ports as part of an international voyage and intending to leave within a short period]

· If so, how many vessels have those officers visited over the last year and how many persons have those officers interviewed during such visits?

· How many persons so interviewed have been found to be working in Australia contrary to the law?
	Written

	51. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Does DIMIA have any other mechanism for ascertaining whether foreign vessels are operating in Australian waters contrary to the Migration Act 1958 [i.e. operating for extended periods using personnel who do not have Australian work visas]?
	Written

	52. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Does the DIMIA have regular [or any] liaison with other relevant State and/or Federal Departments and/or agencies to identify foreign registered vessels operating in Australia?
	Written

	53. 
	Harradine
	1.3
	Re: Deaths at Villawood

· When will the coronial enquiry into the death of a young Vietnamese woman at Villawood on September 26, 2001 be conducted?

· If the enquiry has already taken place, what were the findings?

If it has not taken place, what are the reasons for the delay?

· Will there be a coronial enquiry into the death of a Vietnamese woman at Villawood on January 13, 2002?

· If there is a coronial enquiry into this death, when will it be held?

· Given that this woman had already made one serious suicide attempt before she died of injuries from a second attempt, was she being monitored, and how was she able to make a second attempt?

· Does the Department know of any other deaths and/or attempted suicides of women in Villawood or any other detention centres?
	Written

	54. 
	Harradine
	1.3
	Removal of women found in brothels:

· Are women detained in brothels and then removed from Australia questioned during DIMIA debriefing about how they arrived in Australia, in order to ascertain if they have been trafficked?

· How many women have been deported from Australia after having been located in brothels (please provide a breakdown by specific year)?

· What were the countries of origin of the trafficked women?

· Under what visas did the women arrive in Australia?

· What were the ages of the women deported?

· What is the cost to the Department per woman of deportation?

·  Do any of the women awaiting deportation apply for asylum? If so how many and what was the basis of each claim? (for example, would such claims be considered under the ‘Women at Risk?’ category?) If such applications have been made, how many have been successful to date?

·  How many women (whether trafficked for the specific purpose of prostitution or otherwise) removed from brothels were trying to pay of debts to people smugglers? 

· Is it correct that women and children trafficked to Australia are currently removed from the country by DIMIA without being referred to NGOs here or in the sending country?

· Has the department considered research carried out in the United Kingdom (for example, Stopping Traffic: Exploring the extent of, and responses to, trafficking in women for sexual exploitation in the UK, Liz Kelly and Linda Regan, Police Research Series Paper 125, Home Office (UK)) and other countries which indicates that when trafficked women are given access to support services in either the country to which they have been trafficked and/or the country from which they were trafficked, their willingness to testify against traffickers increases significantly, with up to 50% testifying?

· Does the Department recognise the importance of providing such support to reducing the global trafficking in women and children which is one of the fastest growing crimes in the world? If so, does the Department have any plans to inform detainees of support services for trafficked women available in the country they will be returned to, either verbally and/or by written, translated materials being made available to immigration detainees apprehended in brothels? If no, please give reasons.

·  Does the Department have estimates on the earnings of organisers of the Australian sex trafficking industry from the trade?

· What level of coordination is there between DIMIA and policing authorities on the issue of trafficking? 
	Written

	55. 
	Harradine
	1.3
	Re Freedom of Religion in detention centres:

· Are Roman Catholics in all detention centres able to attend Mass on a weekly basis?

· Are Protestants in all detention centres able to attend church services on a weekly basis?

· Are Protestants in all detention centres able to attend church services at Christmas? 

· Are Orthodox Christians in all detention centres able to attend Holy Liturgy on a weekly basis?

· Are Assyrian Christians in all detention centres able to attend Qurbana on a weekly basis?

· Are Assyrian Christians in all detention centres facilitated in observing the fasting requirements for the Little Fast (Advent), Fast of the Ninevites and the Great Fast (Lent)?

· In all detention centres, are Eastern Christians who follow the Julian Calendar (eg Russian Orthodox, Old Believers and Assyrians) facilitated in observing Christmas on 7 January and Easter as determined by Julian Calendar rules?

· Are suitable rooms made available in all detention centres for the various forms of Christian worship?

· Are Christians in all detention centres able to receive Holy Communion according to their respective traditions?

· Are all clergymen permitted to take alcoholic wine into all detention centres for use in the celebration of Holy Communion and are all clergymen permitted to give Holy Communion (including in the form of alcoholic wine) to detainees of the relevant faiths who wish to receive it?

· Are all detainees in detention centres who wish to receive Christian Baptism able to do so?

· Are clergymen permitted to administer the Sacrament of Baptism to all detainees in detention centres who wish to receive it?

· Are Christians in detention centres able to receive pastoral counselling? If so, what provision is made in this regard?

· Are Christians in detention centres able to go to Confession?

· What restrictions are placed on the entry of Christian clergy into detention centres?

· Within detention centres, is a clergyman visiting the centre permitted to speak with a detainee whose name the clergyman has not specified on the Visitors Form when entering the detention centre?

· What restrictions are placed upon Christian worship, observance, practice and teaching in detention centres? 

· What provision is made in detention centres for the celebration by Hindus of festivals such as Theepabali, First Grains and Hindu New Year?

· What provision is made in detention centres for a puja place for Hindus?

· Are Hindus in detention centres facilitated in the observance of Hindu fasting requirements?

· Are Hindus in detention centres facilitated in the use of Hindu holy ash to apply thiruneeru lines to the foreheads or to apply a red pottu mark to their foreheads?

· Are Hindus in detention centres facilitated in the obtaining of flowers to offer in puja?

· Are Hindus in detention centres facilitated in performing ritual ablutions?

· What restrictions are placed upon Hindu worship, observance, practice and teaching in detention centres? 

· What provision is made in detention centres for Mandaean (Disciples of John the Baptist) worship?

· Are Mandaeans in detention centres facilitated in undergoing Mandaean Baptism?

· Are Mandaeans in detention centres facilitated in performing ritual ablutions?

· What restrictions are placed upon Mandaean worship, observance, practice and teaching in detention centres?    

· Are there any Jews in detention centres? If so, are they facilitated in observing kashrut and what facilities are provided for Jewish worship?

· Are there any Zoroastrians in detention centres? If so, what provision is made for Zoroastrian worship? 
	Written

	56. 
	Faulkner
	1.3
	Advise who the contact was in the Minister’s office was on Saturday night.
	255

	57. 
	Ray
	1.3
	Were any immigration officers on Christmas Island between 7 October and 7 November.  
	268

	58. 
	Ray
	1.3
	Are officers able to verify the Navy scuttlebutt on the claims that children were thrown overboard if they were on the island at the time.
	268

	59. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Provide a copy of the MOU between DIMIA and the Department of Human Services in South Australia. 
	292

	60. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	In relation to children in Woomera whose lips were sewn, provide a copy of the documentation that was provided to DIMIA by the Department of Human Services in South Australia.
	293

	61. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Re investigators into lip sewing incident in Woomera, provide the Committee with what their roles or jobs were, whether they were social workers, doctors, psychologists or whatever and who they spoke with as part of their investigations.
	294

	62. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Provide the Committee with a copy of any written advice or any documentation provided by the state department in relation to those allegations [lip sewing] or in relation to their investigation and provide a copy of the file note Ms Sykes has of the conversation with the state department.
	295

	63. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Advise the Committee whether the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity investigators were able to gain unfettered access to the children.
	298

	64. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Have the police been involved in any way, shape or form with regard to these allegations of abuse of children, and that abuse being confined to the lip sewing incidents?
	299

	65. 
	Scullion
	1.3
	Advise whether a child was dropped in the water from a boat in November at Ashmore Reef, as claimed by Rear Admiral Shackelton at the estimates hearing on 21 February.
	301

	66. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	In relation to the six children involved in the lip sewing incident, provide the guardian status of them – that is, whether they were accompanied, whether they had one parent, two parents, an uncle or whatever.
	302

	67. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	In relation to these six children, is it possible to ascertain the extent of the stitching – that is, whether it was one stitch or whether it was four or five?
	302

	68. 
	Ludwig
	1.3
	In relation to counselling and life skills and those issues and the work of health workers in the detention centres since the incidents, could you outline whether or not there has been an increase service provision to detainees?
	303

	69. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Check whether all of the children but one had the stitches out by the Monday.
	303-304

	70. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide the Committee with some more information on the trigger of the duty of care.
	304

	71. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	In relation to the 67 people at Woomera awaiting removal, provide a breakdown of the periods in detention.
	324

	72. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide a copy of the letter to the detainees in Woomera giving assurances that they do not have to speak with the Afghani government delegation.
	325

	73. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide an update of question no. 40 asked by Senator Ludwig at the last estimates hearing, pertaining to prosecutions for people smuggling offences under sections 232A and 233 of the Migration Act 1958.
	325

	74. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide an update of question no. 41 asked by Senator Ludwig at the last estimates hearing dealing with the number of overstayers in Australia and a breakdown of the length of time that they were in the country.
	325

	75. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide an update of question no. 42 asked by Senator Ludwig at the last estimates hearing concerning the detection of overstayers:

How many are actually – after you detect them as overstayers – defined as being risky: people who, if you gave them a bridging visa, would just disappear back into the community until next time they were unlucky enough, in their view, to be caught again? At any one stage, do we have 50 of these people detained as overstayers who are a risk until we get them out of the country? Is it 500?
	325

	76. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide an update of question no. 43 asked by Senator Ludwig at the last estimates hearing concerning UK overstay rates:

Of that 5,000 (UK overstayers), how many are literally the backpackers who stayed an extra month and how many have just disappeared into the system for years?
	325

	77. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide an update of question no. 47 asked by Senator Ludwig at the last estimates hearing concerning the number of people who are awaiting criminal deportation from the country:

Provide a breakdown of nationals that are held in prisons awaiting deportation by state and by length of stay.
	325-326

	78. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide updated statistics on people in detention.
	326

	79. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Earlier, you gave a figure of 730 who were awaiting removal. How do we equate that number with the later numbers that you have given me?
	328

	80. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide a breakdown by nationality of those that are in detention.
	329

	81. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide a breakdown of the 301 persons in detention involved in judicial review.  The number who are involved at the Federal Court itself, at appeal to the full Federal Court or may be going to the High Court of Australia and break it down to applications since the enactment of the judicial review bill.
	333

	82. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	How many of those [granted to children in detention] bridging visas are currently in operation?
	335

	83. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	What would be the duration that a family would stay in the Woomera community trial?
	336

	84. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Advise whether any visas were refused as a result of the referral to the International Criminal Tribunal.
	338

	85. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Provide a breakdown between federal and high courts of those 1,549 matters that were resolved in the courts.
	339

	86. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide a more descriptive breakdown of the litigation in relation to the previous financial year and the year to date, distinguishing between the period before the commencement of the judicial review amendments and the period after.
	339

	87. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	In the context of what the Federal Court had to say in response to questioning earlier this week about the court officer not being able to decline – to not accept – an application, could you provide advice as to whether or not a group of individuals seeking to make a class action could still lodge a class action that would in some way cause the delay of their removal or the prolonging of their detention.
	342-343

	88. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide an update of question no. 52 that was asked by Senator Ludwig at the last estimates hearing pertaining to the overall cost of detention by centre and the cost per detainee per day.
	343

	89. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide the establishment costs that were incurred in the establishment of Cocos, Christmas, Baxter and the Coonawarra facility at Darwin.
	343

	90. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide information on the detainee who escaped to New Zealand.
	344

	91. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide details of the damage that has been done to detention facilities since the May estimates of last year.
	345

	92. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Have there been any charges laid or prosecutions that have resulted from the disturbances that have occurred at detention centres and, if the matter has progressed on to court.
	345

	93. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	In relation to the Maribyrnong detention centre, provide a more detailed explanation of what the education arrangements have been over a period of time.
	346

	94. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Advise whether the kitchen facility in Port Hedland is operational.
	347

	95. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	Provide any further information in relation to paralegals having access to detainees.
	348

	96. 
	Bartlett
	1.3
	Does the department itself have the power either to undertake phone taps or similar, or do they ask the AFP to do it?
	350

	97. 
	McKiernan
	1.3
	With regard to the legal action about the East Timorese in Australia – the SSSRP case – which I think is an AAT case, there were about 1,650 people involved in that.  Can information be given to the Committee on where this matter is currently up to?
	351

	98. 
	Bartlett
	1.4
	I want to clarify that there are now 15 people on safe haven visas in Australia. I notice that the Minister tabled a statement under section 91L(3) that in effect lifted the bar on two others in the first half of last year.  Could I have confirmation that those two were basically to enable them to receive ongoing medical treatment in Australia and, if possible, could I be informed where those people were from – whether they were Ambonese or Kosovar or from elsewhere? As well as confirming that the 15 that are here are all Ambonese, could I get information about how long it is since those people actually first arrived in Australia and whether they have had repeated renewals of their safe haven visas? Could you provide us with exactly how many different times they have been rolled over and tell us when they first arrived.
	352

	99. 
	Cooney
	1.5
	Is there any problem with making all of the material you have from the asylum seekers on the various islands available to the public? I wonder if we could do that. I am talking about not only the material relating to whether or not people were thrown overboard and not only in respect of SIEV4 but all material that has been obtained from the people on Manus Island.
	266 & 288

	100. 
	Bartlett
	1.5
	Provide a breakdown of the $159.23 million into the various components.
	353

	101. 
	McKiernan
	1.5
	Provide details of the charter of the aircraft which was reported in the West Australian.
	354

	102. 
	McKiernan
	2.1
	Who is conducting the settlement services client survey referred to on p.19 of the additional estimates PBS? What is the timetable for the completion of this study?
	Written

	103. 
	McKiernan
	2.1
	Has DIMIA commissioned any studies of the settlement experience of Temporary Protection Visa holders, who are not eligible to access DIMIA-funded settlement services? If so, what are the details; if not, why not?
	Written

	104. 
	McKiernan
	2.1
	On page 26 of the Budget PBS the Dept said that new AMEP tuition contacts needed to be in place in WA and Victoria by January 2003 and by July 2003 in the rest of Australia and that the tender models and Statement of Requirements would be finalised by “late 2001”. Now DIMIA says (p.21) that new contracts are to be in place by July 2003 with the Statement of Requirements expected in April 2002 and the RFT in July 2002. What is the explanation for this delay? When do the current AMEP tuition contracts for WA and Victoria actually expire (and if this is before July 2003 does DIMIA propose to extend them)? 
	Written

	105. 
	McKiernan
	2.1
	An additional $9.4m is sought for AMEP tuition contracts in 2001-02 (see p. 28 of the additional estimates PBS). The explanation says this is due to ‘a new funding model… including the annual application of CPI and an increase in contract prices’ (p.23). How does this 10% increase relate to the existing tuition contracts? 
	Written

	106. 
	McKiernan
	2.1
	What is the explanation for the $5.658m increase in the allocation for settlement services provided by DIMIA staff (see p.28 of the additional estimate PBS)? 
	Written

	107. 
	McKiernan
	2.1
	Has DIMIA conducted an assessment of the likely financial impact on funded services of the revised Social and Community Services (SACS) award in NSW and if so what was the finding of the assessment? Has the Dept discussed the matter with the Dept of Finance and Administration? What are the envisaged ‘adjustments to current CSSS work programs in order to manage the impact of the award rise’ referred to in Minister Ruddock’s letter to the NSW Council of Social Service of 7 January?
	Written

	108. 
	McKiernan
	2.1
	Minister Ruddock announced on 28 September that the Refugee Resettlement Advisory Council had been given a ‘new term’ with a slightly changed membership. When does the Council’s term of office expire (or do they just hold office at Minister Ruddock’s pleasure)?  
	Written

	109. 
	McKiernan
	2.1
	Provide the Committee with details of where the unaccompanied minors are domiciled and in whose care they are domiciled.  Are they under the guardianship of the respective state governments or are they in alternative accommodation? How many are there and how long are they provided with support? Is 18 the cut-off age for support for those people?
	351

	110. 
	McKiernan
	2.4
	Living in harmony initiative:

What were the findings of the completed evaluation of the Living in Harmony initiative referred to on p.19 of the additional estimates PBS? Has the evaluation report been published? If not, can a copy be provided to members of the Committee?
	Written

	111. 
	McKiernan
	2.4
	Media portrayal of migrants:

Minister Hardgrave told AAP on 5 February that he proposes to meet with Australia’s media groups to “discuss the way migrant issues are reported.” Is DIMIA involved in this proposal and if so what are the details? Does DIMIA regularly track the portrayal of migrants in the media and, if so, what methodology does it use to do so? Since the last Budget, has DIMIA provided Ministers with any written commentary on the level of adverse media comment on migrants and on any associated reduction in community harmony? Apart from the Living in Harmony initiative, does DIMIA have any ongoing strategy to combat racism and the vilification of migrants? 
	Written
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