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Senator MCDONALD First of all, I am just curious as to why the Department of Regional 
Australia, Regional Development and Local Government has been moved to Prime Minister 
and Cabinet. As an outsider, it suggests that the Prime Minister has no confidence in those 
she has appointed to deal with this area. But perhaps there is another explanation.  
Senator Sherry—Well, that is a decision for the government of the day. The government of 
the day makes that decision, not the department itself.  ... 
Senator Sherry—Thank you, Chair, again. As I say, it was a decision of the Prime Minister. 
I do not agree with the assertion in your question, which you have claimed would indicate a 
lack of confidence in my colleague Mr Crean. What I would argue is that, to the contrary, it 
shows a renewed and added focus by this government on the issues of regional Australia. 
Beyond that, I am happy to take your question on notice and see if Minister Crean can add 
anything further. 
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Answer: 
 
It was a decision of the Prime Minister that the Department of Regional Australia, Regional 
Development and Local Government (DRARDLG) be established in the Prime Minister and 
Cabinet portfolio. 
 

 

 

 


