Standing Committee on Finance and Public Administration

ANSWER TO QUESTION ON NOTICE

Supplementary Budget Estimates Hearing — October 2008
Department of Finance and Deregulation
Finance and Deregulation Portfolio

Outcome 3, Qutput 3.1.1
Topic: Government Personal Staff Positions

Question reference number: Fdla
Type of Question: Written
Date set by the committee for the return of answer: 5 December 2008

Number of Pages: 7
Senator Ronaldson asked:

Can you provide a breakdown of increase in government personal staff positions since
1 January 2008 and any changes in the classification of particular staff. That is, have
you changed the classification of any individual staffer — for example, from assistant
advisor to advisor or advisor to senior advisor? Can you please provide that
breakdown by the Minister or Parliamentary Secretary they work for?

Answer:

There have been no increases in the number of Government Personal staff positions
since 1 January 2008.

In relation to the second part of the question concerning changes to the classification
of particular staff, Ministerial and Parliamentary Services (M&PS) is unable to
answer this part of the question without disclosing the identity of the individual staff
concerned. Individual staff may change classification for a number of reasons,
including promotion to a higher level position in another office, promotion to a higher
level position within the same office and the Prime Minister agreeing to a personal
classification of the individual staff member. Similar to the established practice in the
Australian Public Service, it is not the practice to disclose the personal employment
details of individual staff employed under the Members of Parliament (Staff) Act
1984.

M&PS circulates tables at each Estimates hearing which provide details of the number
and classification of current Government Personal Staff Positions. The tables include
any changes in the establishment since the previous Estimates hearings. Copies of the
tables on Government Personal Staff Positions provided at the hearings on

19 February 2008, 28 May 2008 and 21 October 2008 are attached.
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Government Personal Positions as at 1 May 2008
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Government Personal Positions as at 1 May 2008
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