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Senator Ronaldson asked:

Just to the officials: there was an adviser to Ms McKew, the parliamentary secretary.
I'was wondering whether you could tell me what date Ms Forrester signed her
contract of employment as an adviser to Ms McKew, what date she commenced her
employment and whether there was any provision in her employment contract to
declare to the department her equity interest in the Allen Consulting Group.

Answer:

Ms Kathleen Forrester commenced employment with the Hon Maxine McKew,
Parliamentary Secretary for Early Childhood Education and Child Care, Member for
Bennelong, on 12 May 2008. The employment agreement for Ms Forrester was
signed by herself and Ms McKew on 1 May 2008.

In relation to declaring personal interests, as advised by Ms Mason at the hearing on
21 October 2008 (Hansard page F&PA 40), “As far as the declaration of personal
interest is concerned, that is a matter between the staff member and the employing
Senator or Member”.
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