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SENATOR WONG asked on 31/10/2006: 
 
How much has been spent by Centrelink on private investigators in the 2005-06 financial year?  
 
How many people were subject to optical surveillance in the last two financial years? Of these 
numbers, how many cases led to no negative consequences for the Centrelink customer? 
 
Answer: 
 
In 2005-06, Centrelink spent $1,251,696 on contracted private investigators to provide optical 
surveillance. 
 
In 2004-05, 2,577 people were the subject of optical surveillance. Of these 739 cases resulted in no 
further action in regard to the matter. 
 
In 2005-06, 2,348 people were the subject of optical surveillance. Of these 473 cases resulted in no 
further action in regard to the matter.  
  
To prepare this answer it has taken approximately 7 hours and 51 minutes at an estimated cost of 
$414. 
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