ATTACHMENT E

Hansard Production System Development Project

Briefing Note

ISSUE:

The Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee has requested information regarding the number and frequency of release versions (Builds) of the Hansard Production System (HPS). 

This briefing paper provides a chronological summary of HPS release dates and a brief description of software version numbering concepts.

HPS VERSION NUMBER CONVENTIONS:

1. The HPS version numbers adhere to industry standards and comprise 4 digits. The first two indicate a major production release level, while the second two represent minor internal amendments made to the application prior to its release; 

HPS RELEASE CHRONOLOGY:

1. The first production release version of the HPS was 18.01 and was implemented on 21 December, 1999;

2. Between 23 December 1999 and 25 May 2000 inclusive, there were a further 17 major releases of the HPS in response to issues identified through production usage and additional testing;

3. The next production release of the HPS, version 36.04, was a major stability upgrade and was successfully implemented on 11 September 2000; 

4. The latest version of the HPS, 37.04, incorporating both code fixes and minor functionality changes, was successfully implemented on 22 January 2001;

5. As anticipated with a project of this size and complexity, some changes were made to the way functions were implemented, however the changes remained within the original scope of the project;

6. All changes made to the implementation of functionality were funded from the original project budget; and 

7. It is envisaged that the HPS, like any other mission critical business application, will be the subject of several production releases each year in response to changes to processing requirements and functionality enhancement requests.

