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Question:

Senator RONALDSON: Similarly, I would like that information on the Leader of the
House.

Senator Chris Evans: Again, Senator, | think you ought to think about this. These are
Prime Minister and Cabinet estimates. The suggestion that the department should go
around asking current and former ministers when they met with Mr Slipper and how
is probably a bit beyond the reach of PMandC estimates.

Senator RONALDSON: With the greatest respect, Minister, Mr Albanese is the
government Leader of the House and, as such, | do not think there is any reason at all
why you are not in a position, on behalf of the government, to ask the government
leader in the House what contact he had with the member for Fisher, on what
occasions, how many times and what was discussed, and to ask questions of the staff
of the Leader of the House along those same lines. | am sure you are not suggesting
that the Leader of the House is not subject to questions through these estimates.

Senator Chris Evans: Well, to do it through the PMandC estimates, | probably would
suggest that. | am happy to take further advice. If you have questions for Mr Albanese
in terms of his portfolio responsibilities, obviously his own portfolio”s estimates
would be the time to pursue those.

Answer:

Questions about matters related to the Leader of the House should be put to the
Leader of the House in the appropriate forum.



