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Question:

Senator RYAN: I will put more detailed on questions on notice regarding this, particularly
about what the department knew, when it knew it, and, if it did not know it, what inquiries it
made. It strikes me that here we have a place of business that has been turned into a
Commonwealth office and you are not aware of it and nor have you made any inquiries about
it. It is rare for people to be able to change the sign plate on the door and turn it into a
taxpayer funded office.

Ms Mason: I think you are right that it is an unusual situation. But of course we do have
other elected representatives who have privately funded offices. I guess that is the most
similar situation that I can think of at the moment.

Mr Tune: We will take it on notice and follow it up.

Answer:
Finance is currently reviewing the use of the premises from the time it became the electorate

office for Senator Carr, consistent with the Minchin protocol concerning alleged misuse of
entitlements by Senators and Members of Parliament.



