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Senate Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee 
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Senator: Ryan 
Question reference number: F29 
Type of question: Written 
Date set by the committee for the return of answer: Friday, 6 July 2012 
 
Number of pages: 2 pages (plus an additional 14 pages forming Attachment A) 
 
Question: 
a) Provide an update of how many costings the Department has undertaken for the 

Australian Greens, please include: 
i. How are costing requests commissioned? 

ii. What costings have been undertaken?  Provide details and a copy of each costing. 
iii. Have any costing requests been unable to proceed?  If yes, provide details including 

details of what the costings were and why they could not be costed. 
iv. How long is spent undertaking costings for the Australian Greens?  How many staff 

are involved and how many hours?  Provide a breakdown for each employment 
classification. 

 
b) Provide an update of how many costings the Department has undertaken for the 

Independents, please include: 
i. How are costing requests undertaken?  Provide details.  

ii. What costings have been undertaken?  Provide details and a copy of each costing, 
including which Independent requested the costing. 

iii. Have any costing requests been unable to proceed?  If yes, provide details including 
details of what the costings were and why they could not be costed and who requested 
the costing. 

iv. How long is spent undertaking costings for the Independents?  How many staff are 
involved and how many hours?  Provide a breakdown for each employment 
classification. 

 
Answer: 
a) 

i. The Government’s agreements with the Australian Greens (Greens) and relevant 
Independent Members of Parliament (Independents) include arrangements for them to 
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submit policies to the Prime Minister for potential costing. When the Government 
agrees to cost an item, the costing is undertaken by the Department of Finance and 
Deregulation or the Department of the Treasury (for revenue costings) at the direction 
of the Government, either as part of the annual Budget process or as they are received. 
Finance uses its normal costings processes to undertake and complete such costings. 

 
ii. Finance to date has completed 45 costings related to requests submitted to the 

Government by the Greens. As the majority of these costings were used to inform 
Cabinet deliberations, they are not able to be released. Six costings were not used to 
inform Cabinet deliberations and copies of these are provided as part of this response 
at Attachment A. These same six costings have also recently been released in 
response to a Freedom of Information (FOI) request (released 3 August 2012). As 
such the released costings are also available on Finance’s FOI Disclosure Log on the 
Finance website. 

 
iii. Yes. To date Finance has not-completed two costings related to requests submitted to 

the Government by the Greens. Both items were withdrawn from the costing process 
by the Government. 

 
iv. As any costings undertaken by Finance at the request of the Government are 

integrated into Finance’s usual costing processes, no records are kept on resources 
used or time spent on these specific items. However, resources devoted to costing 
policy ideas that may have originated from the Greens or Independents are marginal. 

 
b)  

i. See the response above to question (a)i.  
 

ii. Finance to date has completed 21 costings related to requests submitted to the 
Government by the Independents. As all of these costings were used to inform 
Cabinet deliberations, they are not able to be released. 

 
iii. Yes. To date Finance has not-completed four costings related to requests submitted to 

the Government by the Independents. All four items were withdrawn from the 
costings process by the Government. 

 
iv. See the response above to question (a)iv. 
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