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Senator JOYCE: The next two questions are about the national assessment framework.

I might put them on notice. What will the government do if the assessment finds that a

councilor group of councils is falling behind? When will the questiollilaire be made

public? That must be part of the assessment framework. What is the future of the

Australian Council for Local Government?

Answer:

The ational Assessment Framework (NAF) project will identifY the progress of

councils in implementing improved asset management and financial plaill1ing. This

initiative, which will include training tools for councils, will support their ongoing

resilience and sustainability. The project is being managed by the Australian Centre

of Excellence for Local Government with fmancial support from the Local

Government Reform Fund. A key aspect of the project is to gather nationally

consistent data from councils. The design ofthe questionnaire has not been fmaJised.

When the NAF project has been completed, it will enable all spheres of government to

assess the extent to which councils have been able to implement reform measures and

what, if any, further action needs to occur.

Minister Crean chaired a meeting with the Australian Council of Local Government

Steering Committee on 21 June 2011 to discuss measures to support the Australian

Government's engagement with local government.




