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Question: 
 
Senator LUDLAM: Could you please provide us, within a reasonably short time, with some 
details about how your views were sought and in what manner you participated?  Have you 
assessed the potential impact of this bill on your capacity to effectively oversee ASIO? 
Dr Thom: I will take that on notice. 
 
Answer: 
 
A number of agencies within the Australian Intelligence Community separately briefed the 
Office of the Inspector-General of Intelligence and Security on the measures contained in the 
Intelligence Services Legislation Amendment Bill, prior to the Bill being drafted. The Office 
expressed the view that it had no concerns about the proposals. 
 
The Office has noted a statement by the Attorney-General’s Department in its submission to 
the Senate Legal and Constitutional Affairs Committee inquiry into the Bill that: 

‘It is not expected that this amendment will result in significantly more foreign intelligence 
collection warrants or authorisations being issued under the ASIO Act 

In light of this, the Office does not believe that the Bill has the potential to adversely impact 
ASIO’s oversight arrangements. 
 


