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Senator RONALDSON-Yes, I do. Minister, do you recall that on 3 February this 

year the Age ran an article under the heading `Fitzgibbon’s $150,000 from 

developer’ 

... 

Minister, are you also aware that the Deputy Prime Minister in a personal 

explanation on 3 February at 12.20 pm? Minister, in relation to Ms Gillard's 

claim in her personal statement that `the government made appropriate checks 

and determined no further action was required,' could you please detail the 

nature, the focus and the scope of those checks? 

Senator Ludwig-I am happy to. I will take that on notice and I will get to back to 

that committee. 

Answer: I am advised that the checks undertaken prior to the statement by the Deputy 

Prime Minister, the Hon Julia Gillard MP, were whether: 

• there was any allegation of wrong doing – there was not 

• there was any breach of the standards of ministerial ethics – there was not 

• the Hon Joel Fitzgibbon MP denied any impropriety, which he did. 

  


