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Senator TROOD-...Finally, assuming that there was a difference of view here
between the agencies and the department of defence and indeed the Prime
Minister, did the Office of National Assessments seek to resolve this difference of
views for the purposes of preparing the defence white paper?

Answer:

Mr Varghese directly answered this question on Tuesday, 26 May 2009

(F&PA pl116 Ref N0.12036 refers). His response is set out below:

“While I am not going to go into the details of what ONA would have provided the
government by way of assessment, | can say that there is nothing in the final text of
the White Paper in relation to strategic judgments with which | disagree.”



