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As part of its business and budget planning cycle, the Archives focuses on confirming its 
priority activities and core functions and identifying areas of non-discretionary expenditure.  
Where internal budget reductions are required, these are targeted at non-priority areas, to 
ensure that the Archives’ legislative requirements continue to be met.   
 
The Archives is mandated is to have custody of the archival records of the Commonwealth.  
These records amount to approximately 360 kilometres of shelf metres, stored in thirteen 
properties Australia-wide.  These properties are environmentally controlled to assist with long-
term preservation of the records.  The Archives has leasing arrangements in all properties 
and therefore has significant property related operating expenditure.  To lessen the impact of 
the efficiency dividend, when relevant leases become due for renewal, the Archives is 
negotiating with landlords to move from market rent review lease arrangements to CPI or 
fixed rate lease arrangements.  The Archives is also investigating options for more efficient 
environmental controlling of the records which may also assist in achieving the efficiency 
dividend.  As a result of the efficiency dividend, the Archives now only undertakes its traveling 
exhibitions activities when it is successful in obtaining third-party sponsorship to fund the 
associated expenditure. 
 
 


