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Senator Coonan asked:  
 
i) Did Finance costing include the costs of rewiring of any individual homes that may 
be necessary? 
 
ii) What kind of technology did Finance assume about the NBN? For example, did 
you assume a passive optical network or a point-to-point network or what? 
 
iii) How sensitive is the costing to, for example, that assumption as to what kind of 
technology is assumed? 
 
 
Answer: 
 
i) No. 
 
ii) The Department of Broadband, Communications and the Digital Economy 
(DBCDE) developed the assumptions about the technology to be used. DBCDE 
considered that for the local distribution component of the FTTH network that a 
passive optical network was the most appropriate basis for development of a 
preliminary cost estimate. The specific FTTH architecture to be deployed will be 
guided by the findings of the National Broadband Network Implementation Study 
which is due for completion in early 2010. Further questions on issues related to the 
technology to be used should be directed to DBCDE. 
 
iii) The preliminary cost estimate of $43 billion for the rollout of the National 
Broadband Network is based on a passive optical network for the local distribution 
component of the FTTH network.  The sensitivity of this preliminary estimate for the 
assumed technology will be examined in the NBN Implementation Study.  


