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Senator Kim Carr asked:  
 
Senator Coonan’s office went from 13 down to 11, so two positions were removed. 
Can anyone explain why that is?   Why has the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister for Health and Ageing, Mr Payne, had an increase from two to five?   I 
wonder if you can explain why it is that there have been these changes.  That is the 
explanation I am seeking from you.  I am interested to know what the new positions 
are that have been created and at what levels?  When were they appointed?  Can you 
tell me that? 
 
 
Answer:  
 
The Prime Minister allocates staff to Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries having 
regard to their portfolio responsibilities and needs. 
 
The three extra positions in the office of the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister 
for Health and Ageing are each at the Adviser level. 




