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Senator Sherry asked:  
 
When and how was Minister Minchin advised about the situation regarding the safety 
net (post election)? 
 
 
Answer:  
 
Post election, the increase in the estimated cost of the Medicare Safety Net was public 
knowledge.  The revised estimates were included in the Pre-Election Economic and 
Fiscal Outlook 2004 and in the Charter of Budget Honesty costing titled ‘Saving for 
Labor’s Better Priorities – Save Medicare – Abolish the Medicare Safety Net’. 




