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Senator Crossin asked: How many women are in non-traditional trades in this
country? Has the number of women in non-traditional trades increased or
decreased over the last number of years?

Answer: There is no standard definition of non-traditional trades in Australia and
definitions have varied over time. OSW has defined non-traditional trades as those
occupations in which certificate or diploma level qualifications can be obtained and in
which women have not been traditionally employed. Using this definition, it is
estimated that in August 2001 there were 211,596 women employed in non-traditional
trades in Australia.’

Later equivalent data are not yet available to calculate the change in the total number
of women employed in non-traditional trades since 2001. However, we do know that
the number of female apprentices and trainees in training employed in non-traditional
occupatjons increased between December 1999 to December 2002 from 8,100 to
22,5007

' Census of Population and Housing, ABS, 2001

? Year Book Australia, 2004, ABS. Table 10.15, p 299 and Year Book Australia, 2001, ABS. Table
10.14, p 417,






