Senate Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Finance and Administration Portfolio
Department of Finance and Administration
Budget Estimates Hearings 2004-05 - 26 May 2004

Question: Fé6

Qutcome 1, Qutput 1.1
Topic: Budget Spending
Hansard Page: F&PA19-21

Senator Conroy asked:

Do you keep any historical data, so we could compare how big a spend this was in
one budget? ...I was wondering whether you keep any records of that so that we could
easily make a comparison and see whether it was the biggest spend in any individual
budget. ...I am looking to go back to 1996-97, obviously, the period of the Howard
government. ...I want to make it clear that I am only interested in spending and
outlays, not revenues or anything like that.

Answer:

A comparison of expenses since the election of the Howard Government in
March 1996 is provided in Attachment A.

Prior to 1999, expenses were on a cash basis and covered the Budget sector only.
After 1999, expenses are on an accrual basis and cover the General Government
Sector.
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