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Question: F26

Outcome: Australian Electoral Commission
Topic: Location of polling booths

Hansard Page: F&PA 91

Senator George Brandis asked:

(a) Are there any plans for any polling booths at the next federal election to be
focated outside the electorates which they are set up to serve?

(b) If so, at which locations, for which electorates, and for what reasons?

Answer:

The answer provided to me by the Australian Electoral Commission is as follows;

It is Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) policy to create dual and multiple
polling places where they are warranted and circumstances permit.

Dual and multiple polling places are created for the convenience of electors and
candidates. An ordinary vote is much easier for an elector than completing a
declaration envelope for an absent vote. Ordinary votes are counted on polling night,
whereas an absent vote will not be counted until after preliminary scrutiny has been
completed in the week after polling day.

A dual polling place is shared between two (or in a limited number of instances, three)
adjoining divisions. It is physically located in one division but issues ordinary votes
to electors enrolled in the adjoining division. For a dual polling place to be created,
the original polling place physically located in one division must have been issuing
over 240 absent votes for electors enrolled in the adjoining division. The premises
must also lend itself to the creation of completely separate areas for polling, allowing
no scope for overlap or the inadvertent placing of ballot papers in the wrong ballot
box.

A multiple polling place issues ordinary votes to electors enrolled in a number of
divisions that are not necessarily adjoining. These may be all the divisions in the
State, or all the divisions in the metropolitan area of a State. Multiple polling places
are located in capital city town halls or tourist areas such as Rottnest Island in
Western Australia.




Complete details of dual and multiple polling places, showing the premises, the
polling place names and the number of divisions sharing the premises, are set out in
the attached reports from the AEC’s election management system. A summary of this
information is as follows:

NSW 176 polling places at 62 locations (includes 50 polling places at Sydney
Town Hall)

VIC 96 polling places at 30 locatiens (includes 37 polling places at
Melbourne Town Hatll)

QLD 185 polling places at 76 locations (includes 28 polling places at
Brisbane City Hall)

WA 67 polling places at 20 locations (includes 15 polling places at Perth
Council House and 15 polling places at Rottnest Primary School)

SA 24 polling places at 10 locations (includes 8 polling places at Millers
Arcade, Adelaide)

TAS 2 polling places at 1 location

There are no dual or multiple polling places in either the Australian Capital Territory
or the Northern Termitory.

There are also currently six instances of a polling place for a division being located in
premises in another division, without the polling place being either a dual or multiple
polling place.

The names, divisions and locations for these polling places, and the reasons for their
location outside their division, are as follows:

Brighton Avenue Polling Place, NSW

This polling place serves the Division of Watson and is located in the Division of
Lowe, in the grounds of the Croydon Park Public School. The Croydon Park Polling
Place in the Division of Lowe is located in the same school ground, but in quite
separate premises.

The polling place was recently moved from a former venue in the Division of Watson,
when those premises became unavailable. The premises outside the divisional
boundary were chosen because it was the only suitable premises in the area.

Action has comnenced to rename the Brighton Avenue Polling Place as Croydon
Park Central Polling Place.

Cardinia Polling Place, VIC

This polling place serves the Division of Flinders and 1s located in the Division of La
Trobe, in Cardinia Primary School. The polling place is on Ballartoo Rd, which forms
the boundary between the Divisions of Flinders and La Trobe.




The polling place was in Flinders prior to the recent redistribation. There is no other
suitable poling place accommodation on the Flinders side of the divisional boundary.

Melrose Park Polling Place, NSW
This polling place serves the Division of Bennelong and is located in the Division of
Parramatta at the Melrose Park Public School, Wharf Road, Melrose Park.

It is located outside the division because there are no suitable premises in the Division
of Bennelong to serve the electors that live on the other side of Wharf Road.

North Beach Polling Place, WA
This polling place serves the Division of Stirling and is located in the Division of
Moore at North Beach Primary School, Groat St, North Beach.

North Beach Primary School is situated at the junction of Groat St and North Beach
Rd, these being the boundaries between the Divisions of Moore and Stirling. The
school is within the Star Swamp Reserve, which has no habitations.

The polling place was in Stirling prior to the recent redistribution. There is no other
suitable polling place accommodation on the Stirling side of the divisional boundary.

Pendle Hill South Polling Place, NSW
This polling place serves the Division of Prospect and is located in the Division of

Parramatta at Pendle Girls Guides Hall, Ettalong Rd, Greystanes.

The polling place was located in the Division of Prospect prior to the last
redistribution. Other suitable premises in Greystanes are already used as polling
places and it was logical to retain this polling place as a polling place for the Division
of Prospect, given that it mainly serves Prospect voters.

Punchbowl {Banks) Polling Piace, NSW

This polling place serves the Division of Banks and is located in the Division of
Blaxland. It is located in the Division of Blaxland because there are no other suitable
premises in the vicinity that are located in the Division of Banks.

The two polling places are located in different premises that are some distance apart
in the Punchbow!] Public School grounds. Action has commenced to rename the
Punchbowl (Banks) polling place as Punchbow! South, and the Punchbowl (Blaxland)
polling place as Punchbowl.

Please note that all polling places, including dual and multiple polling places, will not
be finalised until after the election is announced and the availability of premises for
polling day can be confirmed.




Keele, Matt (SEN)

From: Estimates [Estimates@finance.gov.au]

Sent: Wednesday, 28 July 2004 11:39 AM

To: Keele, Matt (SEN)

Subject: Budgets Estimates Questions on Notice. Attachments for F26

Attachment F26  Attachment F26  Attachment F26  Attachment F26  Attachment F26

QLD,pof (1,022 ... SA.pdf (160 KB)... TAS.pdf (62 KB)... VIC.pdf (503 KB... WA pdf (340 KB),,,H_ Mat
f Matt,

Please find below the attachments for question F26. My apologies for not including these on Monday.

Regards,

Glenn Balck

Portfolio Coordination Unit

Corporate Group

Department of Finance and Administartion

<<Attachment F26 QLD.pdf>> <<Attachment F26 SA.pdf>> <<Aftachment F26 TAS.pdf>> <<Attachment F26
VIC.pdf>> <<Aftachment F26 WA pdf>>

Finance Australian Business Number: 61 970 632 485
Finance Web Site: www finance.gov.au

IMPORTANT:
This transmission is intended only for the use of the addressee and may contain confidential or legally privileged

information. if you are not the intended recipient, you are notified that any use or dissemination of this communication
is strictly prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, please notify us immediately by telephone on 61-2-
6215-2222 and delete all copies of this transmission together with any attachments.




wueansland

Dual Polling Plaves -~ Stabe (2P0

Premlmas

Polling Place Name

Albart Waterways

Centre

Aghmore State School
Aspley State High School
Baptist Church & Bducation
Crardb e

Beilmont State School

Brishane Clieoy Ball

Commurnii by

Maymaid Waters [MoPherson)

Mermaid Waters (Monorisff) 2
Astuorse (Fadden)

Bmbhmsyys iman:r1aff) 2
Aspley {(Lilisyv)

wepiay (Pebrie) 2

Erishane CLLy
Brisbane City
Brishane Cloy
Arizhene (lby
Brishane Olby
Birisbane Civy
Brishane ULty
Brighane ity
Brisbane City
Brisbang Cloy
Brisbane Clty
Hrisbana Clhy
Brisbans ity
Brishane -
Brishane
Brishane
Brigbane
Brighane
Brishane
Brisbane
Brishans
Brishane
Brishane
Brighane
Brighansg

Bris

Byl

Brishane

Cﬁmamx;@LA;

{Bonnsr

(Griffiviy P
{Blair:

{Bonner)

{ Bowman
{Brisbans)
{Capriosrnia)
{Dawson)
inickson)
tFadden;
{Fairfax)
{(Figher)
iForde)
Epiffichy
ey Sutwiich

{
{
{3

{L¢iley*
LLongman )
(Marancs}
{3 CDW$?@O?}

{%4&&1
{Ryrary
iwide Bay) 28




Dual Polling Places - Shate (PEDU)
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Bual Polling Places -~ State (PPO)

Graeensliand
No. of Divisions
Premises Polling Place Mane Stmring
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Folling Place Noong
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Dual Polling Places - State (PPDU)

Victoria
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Pual Polling Plaues - State {(PEPDI

Victoria
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Dual Polling Places -~ State (FFDUY

Wesbern Australis

Fremises Polling Place Name Bharing
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