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Question:

Senator ABETZ: You would be aware, surely, of the media speculation on 29 January
2012 in a syndicated column by Samantha Maiden which suggested that advice was
lodged with a government in April 2011 to the effect that "technical advice we have is
that would not be achievable" to quote Ms Macklin. So Ms Macklin seems to know
that the government received technical advice in April 2011. I am just wondering
when that technical advice may have found its way to the Prime Minister's office, and
you cannot tell me.

Mr Ronalds: I will take it on notice. I am happy to do that. We will make the
inquiries.
Answer:

The Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet did not provide advice to the
Prime Minister that the agreement with Mr Wilkie MP could not be fulfilled in
accordance with the timelines in the agreement.



