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Senator JOYCE-It sounds absolutely absurd that I have to do this, but can you take

on notice whether equal opportunity laws apply to the engagement of volunteers? You

might be able to answer it now, but if you cannot, you can take it on notice.

Answer:

The Department of Regional Australia has sought legal advice on the matter. The

Department was advised that the Regional Development Australia Brisbane

committee's approach to seeking expressions of interest for vacancies ofvolunteer

positions on that committee does not constitute unlawful discrimination.


