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Senator Minchin asked: Senator ABETZ-The question is: how do we interpret
this document? If it is to mean anything, we must have some understanding of it
as to how it is going to be implemented. If vou are not able to assist us, would you
be kind enough to take that on notice for us as to whether the implementation,
section 7.4-was it-only applies to directorships or to the whole standard...

Ms Belcher-1t is the word "required' that is causing me problems, so I will take
that on notice.

Senator ABETZ-~Just to make it clear, it says: in directorships ... on the adviee of
the Secretary of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet. Then there
is another such reference in 2.5 on the advice. What we want to know is whether
that is just discrete to the issue of directorships-that he would have to get this
advice. Let us ask this question as well: is he required to seek the advice of the
Secretary of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet even on
directorship issues? It seems very unclear. If you ean take these questions on
notice, I would be much obliged.

Answer: The Prime Minister may seek the advice of the Secretary of the Department
of the Prime Minister and Cabinet on any matter relating to the Standards of
Ministerial Ethics. In relation to directorships (paragraphs 2.4 and 2.5 of the
Standards), the Prime Minister will seek the advice of the Secretary.






