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Senator Brown asked:

How many people had requested and were given exemption from voting in the 2004
election on the grounds of religious belief, and, in particular, on the grounds of being
a member of the Exclusive Brethren.

Answer:

The number of persons who responded to non-voter notices following the 2004
Federal Election citing religious reasons as their reason for failure to vote was 63,211.

The Australian Electoral Commission (AEC) does not require that electors citing
religious reasons for failing to vote provide details of their religion. Accordingly, the
AEC is unable to provide information on how many of these people claimed to be
members of the Exclusive Brethren.
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