Senate Finance and Public Administration Legislation Committee
ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE
Finance and Administration Portfolio
Department of Finance and Administration

Estimates Hearings 14-18 February 2005

Question: Fo
Qutcome: Outcome 1, Output 1.2.2
Topic: Details of appropriations from 1998-1999 through to 2003-2004

Written Question on Notice: 15 February 2005

Senator Sherry asked: “Can Finance provide the committee with total appropriations for
cach vear, from 1998-99 through to the year 2003-04, broken down into annual appropriations
and standing appropriations? ..... . | want it to include, but not be limited to, special
appropriations—-section 20, special accounts; section 31, net appropriations, and section 30A,
GST appropriations ...... In each category of appropriation, is there a breakdown of the total
amount drawn down-—that is, what 1s actually spent? ....... Are you aware of any money
spent in excess of any appropriation other than those already reported by the Auditor-General
so far? ..... Could I also have the breakdown of the amount, if any, still avatlable to be drawn
under any appropriation and what those appropriations are for.”

Answer:

Details on appropriation amounts and drawdowns are provided in the table annexed.
Footnotes have also been included to assist analysis of the data.

Is there a breakdown of the total amount drawn down—that is, what is actually spent?

Details of amounts spent can be obtained from agencies’ financial statements, in their annual
reports.

Are there any known instances of money spent in excess of any appropriation other than
those already reported by the Auditor-General?

No.

Could I have a breakdown of the amount, if any, still available to be drawn under any
appropriation and what those appropriations are for?

A breakdown of undrawn appropriations would require the application of extensive resources.
Moreover, it would be difficult to provide such information for some types of appropriations
because of the lack of distinction between past financial years (see further explanation
provided below). Under the Finance Minister’s Orders, individual agencies are, however,
required to disclose a considerable level of detail about appropriations, including acquittais of
cash drawn from the Consolidated Revenue Fund as appropriated under annual and special
appropriations.
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