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Senator Faulkner asked:  Who saw the DFAT cable and when? 
 
Answer: The following officers of the Department of the Prime Minister and Cabinet 
(PM&C) accessed the DFAT cable of 23 October 2001 titled �Indonesia: Sinking of 
Illegal Immigrant Vessel� (O.JA25691) from the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade (DFAT) SATIN High system: 
 

Officer Division Date 

Stefan King International 23/10/01 

Michael Potts International 23/10/01 

Ann Jones Records 
Management Unit 

24/10/01 
 

Pam Ward International 24/10/01 

Harinder Sidhu International 20/12/01 

 
There is no evidence that the cable was accessed from the SATIN High Network by 
staff in the Prime Minister�s Office.   
 
Mr Mathew Healy, Social Policy Division, picked up the copy of the cable printed by 
Ms Jones on 24 October 2001.  There is no record of which individual officers saw 
this printed copy. 
 
 
Question: PM7 

Outcome 1, Output 2.1 

Topic: SIEV X 

Hansard Pages: F&PA 40 

Senator Collins asked:  Is there a declassified version of the cable that went on e-
mail? 
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Answer: A declassified version of this cable was not e-mailed by anyone in the 
Department. 
 
Question: PM8 

Outcome 1, Output 2.1 

Topic: SIEV X 

Hansard Pages: F&PA 41 

(a) Senator Collins asked:  Which agencies provided the information that SIEV 
X sank in Indonesian waters? 
 
Answer: The Department has contacted the author of the brief, Ms Catherine 
Wildermuth, a Departmental officer who is currently overseas on long term leave.  Ms 
Wildermuth advised that the 24 October 2001 brief to the Prime Minister, which 
includes the section headed �Boat sunk in Indonesian waters�, was based on 
information provided by the agencies listed in the �Consultation� section of the brief.   
 
Ms Wildermuth does not recall whether information about the status of SIEV X was 
already to hand as part of the exchange of information between agencies on 
unauthorised arrivals matters, or whether information on this matter was sought 
specifically to inform the brief.   
 
Ms Wildermuth recalls that the brief dealt with a number of unauthorised arrivals 
issues, and information from the agencies listed in the �Consultation� section of the 
brief may have been used and/or sought in relation to any of the matters addressed in 
the brief.   
 
(b) Senator Collins asked:  Provide a copy of the brief that was provided to the 
Prime Minister on 24 October 2001. 
 
Answer: Please find attached a copy of the brief that was provided to the Prime 
Minister on 24 October 2001 and has now been declassified for release to the 
Committee.  Material disclosing opinion, advice or recommendations provided to 
Ministers, or disclosing government deliberations, where disclosure would be 
contrary to the public interest has been deleted and is marked with the key �GD� 
 
The Committee should note that reference to SIEV 4 in the first and third paragraphs 
of the brief are incorrect.  The references to SIEV 4 in these paragraphs should read 
SIEV 5.  Additionally, the references to SIEV 5 in paragraph headed �Manus Island 
(PNG) processing facility� are incorrect and should read SIEV 4. 
 
(c) Senator Collins asked:  Why was the question overlooked? 
 
As stated at the hearing of the Committee on 10 February 2003, the Department was 
not aware that this was an outstanding question on notice.  When the Department 
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reviewed the transcript shortly after Ms Halton�s appearance before the Committee, it 
did not consider that Ms Halton had taken this question on notice. 
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