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The Australian Defence Force had a very bad day in
Afghanistan yesterday.

And it is with immense sorrow that I am here this morning
to announce the death of two Australian soldiers in

Afghanistan in two separate incidents overnight.
First Incident

In the first incident, which occurred early yesterday evening, a
member of the Mentoring Task Force, while undertaking guard
duty at patrol base MASHAL in the Chorah Valley, was shot by
an Afghan National Army Soldier who was also manning the

security guard tower.

Despite receiving substantial medical treatment at the base, and
being airlifted to a nearby ISAF medical facility at Tarin Kot in

well under an hour, the Australian soldier died from his wounds.
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