A summary of abortion law provisionsin developing countries

AusAlD attachment to question 15

For comparative purposes, please note that Australiareceives a LI code for

all seven categories.
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! While Cambodia allows abortion “on demand” , there is a 14 week gestational limit for such

abortions.
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. Life Health Mental Rape Defect Social Demand

Country

‘Colombia

‘Comoros

\Congo (Rep.)

\Congo (Dem. Rep.)
‘Cook Islands
CostaRica

Cote D'Ivoire

Croatia
‘Cuba

Djibouti

'Dominica

Y

'Dominican Republic
\East Timor

Ecuador

Egypt

El Salvador

|

[Equatorial Guinea

Eritrea

Ethiopia
IFiji

‘Gabon

Gambia

Georgia

Ghana

Grenada

Guatemala
Guinea

Guinea Bissau

‘Guyana

Haiti

'Honduras
India

Indonesia

lIran

In Fiji, socioeconomic factors may be taken into consideration in determining whether thereisa

threat to physical or mental health.
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~ Country  Life Health Mental Rape Defect Social Demand
Irag /R /N | N NI R N [ N
Jamaica 'R R R[N N[ N | N

Jordan [ v T v Pz NN N
Kazakhstan L2 L2 || 2 2 2 || 2 || 1 |
Kenya /R [ R[ R IN N N [ N
Kiribati Yy /N N[N N[N [ N
Korea (Dem. People's v v Y v v v Y
Rep.)

Kyrgyzstan L2 L2 [ 2 Jf2] 2 || 2 |[ 1 |
Leos Yy v N [N N[ N [ N
Lebanon 'Yy I'N N [N N[ N [ N
Lesotho Yy [N [N N N | N [ N
Liberia [y Ty [ v [y] v [EENTEEENTT
Libya fy v N [NPN [N [N
Macedonia Ly v [ v [ylly ]l v [ Y |
Madagascar Y [N [ N N N | N [ N
Malawi /R /N N [N N[ N | N
Malaysia [ 1 1 [ 1 [N N[N [ N
Maldives /'R IR N[N N[N [ N
Mali 'y [N [N Y N[ N [ N
Mashalidands R [ N [ N [N [ N [ N [ N
Mauritania Yy v N [N N[ N [ N
Mauritius [y I'N N[N N[N [ N

[EEN

[N PN T [ 1 [N [N

s 1

'Moldova | Y |Y | Y

Mongolia |--| 1 [ 1] 1 || 1 || 1 |
Montenegro | LYy |y [yl vy [ v || v |
Morocco | 1 [ 2 N[N [ N [ N
Mozambique | [ v 2 ENTENTETNT v
Myanmar | N | N NI N | N [ N
Namibia | [y [ v [y v NN
Nawru 'R [ R [ R N N[ N [ N

Mexico |
Micronesia (Fed.
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| Country

Life

Health Mental Rape Defect Social

Nepal 3
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Y

Y

Y

Y

Nicaragua

Niger

Nigeria

Niue

'Oman

Pakistan

Palau

'Panama

'Papua New Guinea

Palestinian Territories

Paraguay

\Peru

Philippine

'Rwanda

Saint Kitts

Saint Lucia

Saint Vincent & the
Grenadines

'Samoa

'Sao Tome and Principe

'Senegal

Serbia

'Seychelles

SierraLeone

'Solomon Islands

'Somalia

\South Africa

Sri Lanka

'Sudan

'Suriname

'Swaziland
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3 Since 2002, abortion has been legal in Nepal at the woman’s request during the first 12 weeks of
pregnancy. It is permitted during the first 18 weeks of pregnancy in cases of rape and incest and at any
time in the case of foetal impairment and when awoman's life or health isin danger. The law prohibits

and sets forth penalties for both sex-selective abortion and prenatal testing for the purpose of sex

selection.
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| Country . Life Health Mental Rape Defect Social Demand
Syria R | N N | N | N | N | N
Tajikistan 2 || 2 | 2 [ 2] 2 || 2 || 1
Tanzania Y . Y | Y |[N| N | N | N
Thailand Yy |y |y |y Y | N | N
Togo 1 | 1 | N |1 1 | N | N
Tonga Y | N | N [N N | N | N
Trinided& Tobago | Y | Y | Y | N | N | N | N
Tunisia Il 12 | 1 | 1 |1 | 1 | 1 | 1
Turkey PR PR R |1t PR 1 || 1
Turkmenistan 2 | 2 | 2 |2 2 | 2 | 1
Tuvalu Y | N | N [N N | N | N
'Uganda Y .Y | Y |[N| N | N | N
\Ukraine 2 || 2 | 2 [ 2] 2 || 2 || 1
\Uruguay Y | vy | 1 |1 N | 1 | N
\Uzbekistan 2 | 2 | 2 |2 2 || 2 | 1
Vanuatu Y | Y | 2 |[N| N | N | N
Venezuela Yy | N | N | N| N | N | N
Viet Nam Y |Y | Y |Y | Y | Y | Y
'Yemen Y | N | N [N N | N | N
’Zambia Y | Y | Y |[N| Y | Y | N
Zimbabwe Yy | Yy | N Y| Y | N | N
KEY:
|Life 'to save the life of the mother | Y |legdl for thisreason
Health to preserve the physical health | N |not legal for thisreason
of the mother legal, but only in the first trimester
to preserve the mental health of 1 (three months) of pregnancy (exact
HETE. the mother time frames vary)
|Rape \in cases of rape and incest legal, but only in the first two
when the unborn child has 2 |trimesters (six months) of
Defect | medical problems or birth pregnancy (exact time frames vary)
defects R gene_ral_ly legal but with significant
for social and/or economic restrictions
Social  |reasons, e.g. if the mother . information not available, or law is
cannot afford to support a child : ambiguous
Demand ﬁvezl;]ll%belzic\)/negemand, no reason
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Sources: http://www.pregnantpause.org/lex/world02.jsp; World Abortion Policies 2007 (United
Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs, Population Division,

http://www.un.org/esa/popul ation/publications/2007_Abortion_Policies Chart/2007_WallChart.xIs);
and review of lawsin East Timor.
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