Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade

Budget estimates 2008–2009; June 2008
Answers to questions on notice from AusAID

	Topic: PHILIPPINES ROAD PROJECT


Question 1

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 24
Senator Nettle asked
(a) Has AusAID made a decision to proceed with funding the Philippines road project which was subject to bid rigging allegations?

(b) What has AusAID done and what is it preparing to do in order to satisfy itself in relation to the corruption and bid rigging allegations?

Answer

(a) & (b)
The World Bank has provided separate loans for two programs to improve road construction, maintenance and management in the Philippines. World Bank investigations substantiated the corruption and bid rigging allegations associated with the first loan ($158m). No Australian aid funds were associated with this first loan provided by the World Bank.

Australia is supporting the second World Bank program ($244m) by providing key anti-corruption mitigation assistance ($11m), which are additional to the safeguards already required by the World Bank. Measures to be provided by Australia include:
(i) Provision of an Independent Procurement Evaluator to monitor key steps of the tender process to ensure transparency and integrity.

(ii) Establishment of a series of citizens’ and road users’ oversight committees ('Road Watch') to monitor the use of public funds for all national roads managed by the Department of Public Works and Highways. 

(iii) Working with the Philippines Department of Public Works and Highways to strengthen their internal controls and audit capacity, improve procurement controls to ensure reliability of contract cost estimates and detect over-pricing.

Furthermore, companies identified as being involved in collusion in the first loan program will be excluded by the World Bank from bidding under the second loan program, subject to an appeals process which is currently underway.

	Topic: ALAN OXLEY CONSULTANCIES


Question 2
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 40:
Senator Brown asked
Outline the aid programs in which Mr Alan Oxley has been involved and what he was paid for those consultancies? 
Answer
Programs in which Mr Alan Oxley has been involved

As Chairman of the Australian APEC Study Centre and Chairman of the Melbourne APEC Finance Centre, Mr Alan Oxley has been involved in the APEC Support Program and the APEC Public Sector Linkages Program (APEC PSLP). The APEC Support Program funded technical assistance for APEC developing economies and has now been replaced by the APEC PSLP.
The Melbourne APEC Finance Centre has a contract under the Australian Leadership Awards Fellowships. The Fellowships are for short term study, research and professional attachment programs in Australia delivered by Australian organizations. 

Through his role as Director, International Trade Strategies Pty Ltd (ITS Global), Mr Oxley:

· is the Technical Director and Lead Trainer on the Trade Analysis and Reform Project

· was involved in the Indonesia Technical Assistance Management Facility Phase II

· was involved in the ASEAN Australia Development Cooperation Program Regional Partnerships Scheme 

Mr Oxley is also associated with Oxley International Pty Ltd which:

· undertook a Trade Negotiations Training Course for Africa in 2000

· implemented projects funded under the ASEAN Australia Development Cooperation Program Regional Partnerships Scheme. This scheme supported technical cooperation partnerships between Australian and ASEAN organisations.

Mr Oxley has separately undertaken a small value consultancy for the ASEAN Australia Development Cooperation Program (AADCP).

What Mr Oxley was paid

The only contract directly between Mr Oxley and AusAID was a small value contract in 2000 under AADCP for an Evaluation of ASEAN Program Framework Papers, valued at $1,204. 

Under the Trade Analysis and Reform Project, AusAID has a contract with Cardno ACIL Pty Ltd, in association with International Trade Strategies Pty Ltd (ITS Global). The contract value is $5,402,006 plus GST and runs from 2005 to 2008. Under this contract Alan Oxley is the Technical Director and Lead Trainer. Cardno ACIL’s fees for Mr Oxley are $292,114 for Technical Director and $155,664 for Lead Trainer for the life of the project.
Projects funded through the ASEAN Australia Development Cooperation Program Regional Partnerships Scheme by Oxley International Pty Ltd and International Trade Strategies Pty Ltd were subcontracted by AusAID’s managing contractor, Cardno ACIL Pty Ltd. AusAID does not have information about the fees paid to Mr Oxley through these sub–contracting arrangements. 

All other contracts involving Alan Oxley were between AusAID and: Oxley International Pty Ltd; International Trade Strategies Pty Ltd (ITS Global); the Australian APEC Study Centre; and the Melbourne APEC Finance Centre. AusAID does not have information about the fees paid to Mr Oxley by these companies and organisations.

	Topic: AUSTRALIAN APEC STUDY CENTRE 


Question 3
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 40
Senator Brown asked
What is the relationship between APEC and the APEC support projects, and the Australian APEC Study Centre at Monash University, which Mr Oxley chairs?
Answer

In 1994 APEC member economies agreed to establish APEC Study Centres in their economies, utilising existing universities and research institutions, in order to promote APEC-related studies and programs for greater exchange of scholars and students. The Australian APEC Study Centre was initially shared between Monash University and the University of New South Wales. From 1999 the Study Centre moved under the sole control of Monash University. 

	Topic: ALAN OXLEY—CHINA/MONGOLIA


Question 4
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 40
Senator Brown asked
What role for AusAID, if any, has Mr Oxley had in China and Mongolia?

Answer

China

Mr Oxley is the Chairman of the Australian APEC Study Centre and the Melbourne APEC Finance Centre. The Australian APEC Study Centre has completed four APEC PSLP projects which included China:

· Enhancing Financial Regulatory Capacity (2005–06);
· Enhancing the Capacity of Developing the Economies in APEC to develop Regulatory Regimes to Support Liberalisation of Financial Services in the WTO DOHA round (2006);
· Strategies to promote productivity for development in APEC (2007);
· Capacity Building in Governance and Competition Policy to Enhance Investment Flows in APEC Economies (2007–08).
The Melbourne APEC Finance Centre has two current APEC PSLP projects which include China: 

· Capacity Building to Enhance Investment flows for APEC Regional Economies (2008–09);
· Regulatory Management of Internal Capital Models (2008–09).

The Melbourne APEC Finance Centre has also received a grant under the Australian Leadership Awards Fellowships for Building Institutional Relationships between Chinese and Australian bankers and financial sector policy makers, regulators and Australian Financial academic specialists.

Mongolia

Mr Oxley is not associated with any AusAID–funded initiatives in Mongolia.

	Topic: ALAN OXLEY CONSULTANCIES—TENDER PROCESSES


Question 5
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 40
Senator Brown asked
For each consultancy that Mr Alan Oxley has been awarded, what form of tendering system was involved and, if one was not, what selection process was undertaken to engage Mr Oxley for AusAID?

Answer

The APEC Support Program, the APEC PSLP, the Australian Leadership Awards Fellowships and the ASEAN Australia Development Cooperation Program Regional Partnerships Scheme selected projects for funding through competitive funding rounds. 

The contracts for the Trade Analysis and Reform Project and the Indonesia Technical Assistance Management Facility Phase II were selected through a competitive open tender.
The Evaluation of ASEAN Program Framework Papers was awarded using AusAID’s procurement guidelines for small value contracts. For AusAID administered funding, small value contracts are currently those contracts with a value of $500,000 or less (inclusive of GST). Under these guidelines, activity managers conduct a procurement process commensurate with the scale, scope and risk profile of the intended activity. In this case, the activity involved attending a one–day Australian Working Group meeting in Canberra to appraise ASEAN program framework papers. Selection of Mr Oxley on a sole supplier basis was justified on the basis of the consultant’s informed views regarding Australia’s engagement with ASEAN, and the relatively small scale ($1,204) and low risk of the activity.

	Topic: ODA PERCENT/GNI TARGET


Question 6
Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Hansard FAD&T page 12
Senator Brown asked 

The budget aims at a 0.32 per cent target for 2008–09. What is the gap between that and Australia achieving a 0.5 per cent target in 2008–09?

Answer

The difference between 0.32 per cent and 0.5 per cent of GNI in 2008–09 is $2.1b.

Question 7
Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Hansard FAD&T page 13
Senator Brown asked
Australia’s new target for ODA–GNI ratio is 0.5 per cent by 2015–16. Is that a globally agreed target? How was that arrived at?

Answer

0.5 per cent of Overseas Development Assistance (ODA) to Gross National Income (GNI) is not a globally agreed target. Australia's target to increase its ODA to 0.5 per cent of GNI by 2015–16 was arrived at through a decision of the Australian Government.
	Topic: ODA CAIRO CONVENTION


Question 8
Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Hansard FAD&T page 15
Senator Allison asked
(a) What percentage of the ODA budget is committed to sexual and reproductive health?

(b) How does this compare with the commitment made at the Cairo Convention in 1994?

Answer
(a) In 2008–09 it is estimated 5 per cent of ODA will be spent on sexual and reproductive health, including HIV. 

(b) At the International Conference on Population and Development in Cairo in 1994, developed nations set a target of 4 per cent of each nation’s official development assistance (ODA) for population funding. 

	Topic: ODA BY GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT


Question 9
Outcome 1 Output 1.1 & 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 43
Senator Hogg asked
Please provide a break-up of ODA by government department and agency.

Answer

A detailed breakdown of Official Development Assistance (ODA) by government departments and agencies was tabled at the Senate Estimates hearing on 3 June 2008.

	Topic: ZIMBABWE OBSERVER REPORTS


Question 10
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 38
Senator Payne asked
Please provide reporting, based on the Pact reports AusAID has received from Harare post in relation to the previous Zimbabwe election and upcoming run–off.

Answer

Attached (below) is a summary of a written progress report to AusAID on the Australian–funded civil society program in Zimbabwe, for the period 1 June to 31 December 2007, submitted on 19 February 2008. Civil society organizations in Zimbabwe operate in a precarious environment, characterised by increasing harassment and politically motivated violence.
AusAID does not identify organizations funded through the civil society program. Examples of the kind of election reporting produced by Zimbabwean civil society may be found on the website of the Zimbabwe Election Support Network: www.zesn.org.zw
Summary of the ‘Civil Society in Zimbabwe Progress Report’
for the period 1 June—31 December 2007
submitted to AusAID, 19 February 2008
1.  Introduction
The Australian–funded civil society program during the reporting period was implemented within the context of a deepening socio-economic and political crisis.
Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) were required to obtain Memorandums of Understanding with the local authorities in the areas they intended to operate.
Inflation continued to rise despite a government attempt at price control in June 2007. Where goods were available they were beyond the reach of many Zimbabweans. 

There was an acute shortage of foreign currency in the formal banking system. From November 2007, the country experienced a major cash crisis which negatively affected the operations of civil society. Service delivery, including the health system, deteriorated badly. The civil society sector was not spared from the brain-drain of qualified and experienced professionals.

At international levels, the Southern African Development Committee (SADC) undertook a mediation process between the ruling party and the opposition Movement for Democratic Change. This process resulted in some amendments to laws like the Access to Information and Protection of Privacy Act, the Electoral Laws and the Public Order and Security Act. However, civil society continued to be concerned about the extent of stakeholder consultations and civil society involvement. 

The operating environment demanded that civil society be creative and flexible, but the program achieved its set objectives and targets. Among the objectives supported by the Australian-funded civil society program were: 

· to enhance and mobilize citizen participation in decision making; 

· to promote the rule of law and respect for human rights as well as rights to basic needs; 

· to build stronger institutional and financial management systems within participating CSOs; and

· to enhance the free flow of information through alternative structures.

2.  Program Implementation

Program implementation included:

· entry level assessment of grant applications;

· monitoring capacity building for organisational effectiveness;

· performance monitoring and review; and 

· technical support in matters including proposal development, reporting and monitoring and evaluation.
Highlights of the civil society program included support for:

· media freedom;

· voter education and mobilization;

· training and legal support services for defenders of human rights;

· documentation of politically motivated violence; and

· community education on legal and constitutional rights.

3.  Monitoring and Evaluation

The implementing organization monitored the technical support provided to sub-grantees and conducted weekly internal program review meetings. It met with AusAID on three occasions and also maintained discussions and consultations through e-mails.
4.  Conclusion

As the country prepared for harmonised national elections in March 2008, the Australian‑funded civil society program had contributed to creating awareness on election laws, voter education and civic education. The program achieved its targets for the reporting period. 

	Topic: EMERGENCY BIRTHING KITS


Question 11
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 18
Senator Allison asked
What efforts have been made to increase the availability of emergency birthing kits, particularly in remote areas of Timor and New Guinea?

Answer

In 2008–09 AusAID is providing $200,000 to the Birthing Kit Foundation Australia to distribute 130,000 kits and provide midwife training for nurses and traditional birth attendants in nine countries, including Papua New Guinea.
East Timor

Between 2004 and 2007 AusAID funded the Birthing Kits Foundation Australia to distribute approximately 5,740 kits in East Timor.
On 8 May 2008, Australia announced support of $23m over four years to help the Government of East Timor implement its national health plan. The national health plan focuses on improving basic health and hospital services, particularly for maternal and neonatal health care. Australian assistance will upgrade health facilities, enabling improved skilled birthing and basic emergency obstetric care services.

Papua New Guinea

Since 2004 Birthing Kits Foundation Australia has distributed approximately 52,000 kits in PNG. The majority of kits are distributed through Marie Stopes International and the PNG Department of Health.

In 2008–09 AusAID will fund the distribution of 22,000 birthing kits in PNG as follows:
· 10,000 kits to Morobe, West New Britain through the Medical School, University of PNG (with Marie Stopes International);

· 10,000 kits to Milne Bay, Madang through the National Department of Health; and

· 2,000 kits to Goroka through the Sunrise Integrated Health Ministry Inc (University of Goroka/Man–I–Kau Cooperative Society).

Emergency preparedness

AusAID is holding 4,000 birthing kits in the Sydney Emergency Stores Warehouse, for use in emergency situations.  AusAID recently sent 2,000 kits to Burma in response to an impending shortage in the aftermath of Cyclone Nargis.

	Topic: AUSAID FAMILY PLANNING GUIDELINES


Question 12
Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Hansard FAD&T page 21
Senator Boswell asked
When will the government reach its final conclusion on whether we are or are not going to fund abortions? Are we going to change our AusAID program to fund abortions or are we definitely not going to fund abortions?

Answer

The Government has not set a date for the finalisation of this issue.
	Topic: PERFORMANCE-BASED AID ARRANGEMENTS


Question 13
Outcome 1 Output 1.1 & 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 35
Senator Payne asked 

Regarding performance-based aid; in terms of the performance links, what are the arrangements?
Answer

In collaboration with partner governments and agencies, AusAID is making additional assistance available when pre–agreed performance milestones are met. In bilateral programs, performance milestones and the use of performance payments are jointly determined with partner governments and are aligned with development priorities.

The following country–based performance-linked aid arrangements are well advanced:

Papua New Guinea

Since 2006, assistance provided under the PNG–Australia Performance Review and Dialogue has supported public financial management reform by linking additional assistance to performance. In 2006–07 and 2007–08, assistance was provided as milestones relating to improved resource allocation, budget implementation, and performance monitoring, were met. In 2006–07 assistance was directed towards roads maintenance. In 2007–08 assistance will be directed towards road and bridge reconstruction in flood–devastated Oro Province.
Australia is also providing assistance to sub-national governments in PNG linked to reforms in public administration including planning, budgeting and monitoring. This aims to strengthen capacity and improve service delivery at the provincial, district and local levels of government. Performance–based assistance in 2007–08 will provide small scale financial support to sub-national governments, in addition to technical assistance.

Philippines
Australian assistance is linked to the implementation of reforms aimed at improving the quality of basic education provision, access and delivery. In 2007–08, reform milestones relate to improved Department of Education human resource management and the design of an equitable mechanism for allocating grants to schools. Later years will focus on improved audit and financial management within the Department of Education. The performance–based assistance will be used by the Department of Education to advance elements of the Government’s basic education reform agenda.

Vanuatu

Australia is supporting the Government of Vanuatu’s plan to introduce competition into utilities markets by providing additional assistance as key reforms are implemented. Accordingly, reform milestones have included successfully negotiating the end of a telecommunications monopoly contract, ensuring proper licensing arrangements apply to all new entrants, setting up a regulatory authority, and establishing a competitive mechanism for providing access to currently un-served areas. This aims to address the poor coverage and high prices of telecommunications which have been obstacles to inclusive growth and major sources of public dissatisfaction in Vanuatu. The performance–based assistance includes support for more effective regulation and subsidies for universal access to telecommunication services.

Tonga
The Tonga–Australia Performance Partnership supports key priorities set out in Tonga’s eighth national development plan related to strengthening the management of public expenditure and reforming the tax system. Additional assistance is linked to improvements in budget processes and controls and better spending information. On the revenue side, the Partnership targets more effective review and audit of income and consumption taxes, the provision of better information and support for taxpayers to help them comply, and the publication of a tax service charter.

Samoa
As part of a substantial ADB–led power sector loan, Australia has agreed to finance a trust that will be used to ‘buy–down’ a portion of project debt in 2013, contingent on improved financial management in the power sector. Milestones include the appointment of an independent technical and price regulator for the power sector, improvement of the State owned Electric Power Corporation’s (EPC’s) debt collection and account management performance.

Indonesia
From 2008‑09, Australia will provide performance-based assistance to sub-national governments resolving identified public financial management weaknesses and gaps in the delivery of health and education. Good performance will attract additional technical assistance and/or support for improved infrastructure.

Vietnam

Australia is a partner to the World Bank-led Poverty Reduction Support Credit operation. Alongside more than a dozen donors, Australia provides performance-based support for a range of economic, social policy, governance and environmental policy reforms aligned with Vietnam's development plan. Payments are contingent on Vietnam meeting pre-agreed policy actions, as assessed by co–financers including Australia. The annual payments support nationally–owned strategies for economic growth and poverty reduction.
	Topic: GOVERANCE AND ANTI- CORRUPTION EXPERTS GROUP


Question 14
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 34
Senator Payne asked
(a) Please provide information about the tender for the Governance and Anti–Corruption Experts Group.

(b) Please provide information about the criteria for the Governance and Anti–Corruption Experts Group.

Answer
(a) AusAID plans to issue a public tender for the Governance and Anti–Corruption Experts Group in the second half of 2008. 
(b) In accordance with AusAID procurement practice, the final selection criteria for this tender will be published as part of the Request for Tender documentation on the Australian Government's AusTender website at https://www.tenders.gov.au. Through this process, AusAID is seeking a range of appropriately qualified governance and anti–corruption experts from Australia, the region and internationally. These experts will guide the implementation of best-practice approaches for the aid program’s work in areas such as public sector reform, political governance, transparency and accountability, and law and justice. 

	Topic: CENTRE FOR DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS


Question 15
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 43
Senator Hogg asked
What are the staffing arrangements at the Centre for Democratic Institutions?

Answer

The Centre for Democratic Institutions (CDI) has four staff members: a Director, Deputy Director, Executive Officer and a Project/Finance Officer. An AusAID staff member is currently on secondment to CDI until March 2009 as a special advisor on Gender. The Centre also draws upon the expertise of various Research Associates from time to time.
	Topic: WORLD BANK PALESTINIAN TRUST FUND


Question 16
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 36
Senator Payne asked
Please provide a list of donors and their contributions to the World Bank Palestinian Trust Fund in a consistent format.

Answer

Donor contributions to the World Bank Palestinian Reform and Development Plan trust fund (PRDP–TF) (Information as at 30 June 2008)
	Country
	Local currency (million)
	USD (million)

	Australia
	20.0
	18.5

	Finland
	  2.5
	  3.8

	France
	                    1.0
	  1.5

	Norway
	                228.0
	 44.0

	United Kingdom
	                  20.0
	 40.0

	TOTAL
	
	                 107.8


Question 17
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 37
Senator Payne asked
How can AusAID be sure that funds sourced from the World Bank Palestinian Trust Fund are not used to fund any schools in the Palestinian Territories which may condone or endorse extremist curricula?  

Answer

Funds provided through the World Bank Palestinian Reform and Development Plan Trust Fund (PDRD–TF) can be used for Palestinian Authority supported schools in the West Bank and Gaza, among other budget expenditures.

In the West Bank and Gaza there is a structured education system with official curricula and text books. World Bank education specialists who work in the region have evaluated the curricula over recent years and commented that these are in line with typical European and US curricula regarding the balance between different subjects taught.

In 2004, the World Bank arranged an independent assessment of the acceptability of text books used in the West Bank and Gaza from the point of view of whether or not they contained unacceptable material (i.e. anti–Semitic, racist or extremist material). The text books were found to be acceptable.

Bank staff also report that the US aid agency (USAID) has also supported at least two text book assessments similar to those organized by the World Bank, with similar results. AusAID is informed that World Bank staff who visit Gaza have not found indications of extremist curricula being introduced in Palestinian Authority financed schools or any basic change in the school curricula. 

World Bank staff assert that the possibility of the PRDP–TF financing extremist curricula should be considered low, supported by the current assessment of the education system, the curricula and the text books.
	Topic: ODA TO AFGHANISTAN


Question 18
Outcome 1 Output 1.1 & 1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing:

Regarding the decrease in official development assistance to Afghanistan

(a) Why has the Government decreased Australia’s ODA to Afghanistan from $131 million to $122.4 million?

(b) Which programmes and projects will be cut to facilitate this decrease?

(c) Which programmes and projects have had funding reduced as a result of the decrease?

(d) What impact will the decrease in funds have on current projects and programs in Afghanistan?

Answer

(a) to (d) There is no diminution in the Australian Government’s commitment to assist Afghanistan with its reconstruction, development and security challenges. The reduced estimate of total ODA flows to Afghanistan in 2008–09 is due to a reduction in expenditure categorised as Official Development Assistance and reported to AusAID by the Department of Defence. No cuts are anticipated in programs or activities funded through AusAID.

	Topic: AUSTRALIAN NGO FUNDING FOR BURMA 


Question 19
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 27:
Senator Forshaw asked
Which agencies have been approached or have expressed an interest in receiving funding under AusAID’s $5m allocation for Australian NGOs in response to Cyclone Nargis?

Answer

The following agencies were approached or expressed an interest in receiving funding: Australian Red Cross, Oxfam, CARE Australia, Caritas, World Vision, AustCare, Marie Stopes International Australia, Save the Children Australia, Burnett Institute, Baptist World Aid, Australian Order of Malta, Malteser International and Touching Asia.
	Topic: EAST TIMOR HEALTH FUNDING


Question 20

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 16:
Senator Allison asked
(a) How much federal funding goes to Marie Stopes International for their reproductive health program in East Timor?

(b) How many staff are funded in the Ministry of Health with AusAID funding?

Answer

(a) In 2007–08, AusAID provided $145,088 to Marie Stopes International for their reproductive health program in East Timor.
(b) AusAID directly funds two staff in the Ministry of Health. One position is a community nutrition adviser and the other is an adviser to support the Global Fund’s HIV/AIDS work. AusAID is also funding a Health Care Study, launched in May 2008, which includes questions on reproductive health. Findings will feed into East Timor’s national health sector planning and Australia’s newly announced $23m, four–year health sector support will help to address identified resourcing needs in the Ministry.

	Topic: FIGHT AVIODABLE BLINDNESS IN OUR REGION


Question 21

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing:

Regarding the Government’s $45 million ‘Fight avoidable blindness in our region’ commitment

(a) How much of the promised $45 million will be allocated to developing the broader disability strategy?
(b) What is the expected date the pilot eye and vision care program will begin?

(c) Are there plans to extend funding after the $45 million has been exhausted?

(d) What level of support will be provided to the Pacific Eye Institute?

Answer
In line with pre-election commitments, the Government will invest $45m over two years on eliminating avoidable blindness as a part of a comprehensive Disability Strategy to guide Australia’s aid program.
(a) It is anticipated that approximately $1m will be used in developing the Disability Strategy, with the balance of funds to be used for the implementation of Avoidable Blindness activities.
(b) Design work for the pilot eye care program component of the Avoidable Blindness Initiative is underway and implementation is expected to commence during the last quarter of 2008.
(c) Scoping of further eye care needs in Asia and the Pacific will be take place during the two year Avoidable Blindness program with the intention that the findings will inform future longer term program options to address eye health and blindness in the region.
(d) The level of support to be provided to the Pacific Eye Institute will be determined in part by the outcome of a recent independent evaluation that included the extent to which the Pacific Eye Institute has achieved its overall goal, objectives and activities.
	Topic: PACIFIC LEADERSHIP PROGRAM


Question 22

Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 34
Senator Payne asked
(a) Please provide a list of the people on the Pacific Leadership Program panel of eminent Pacific leaders.  

(b) Please advise if it has had its first meeting.

Answer

(a)
The list of the Pacific Leadership Program’s Panel of eminent persons (the PLP Advisory Panel) is:
Sir Rabbie Namaliu, CSM KCMG, Chair, PNG.

Mrs Joy Kere, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of National Unity, Reconciliation and Peace, Solomon Islands.

Mr Nikenike Vurobaravu, Former Roving Ambassador, Vanuatu.

Hon Fiame Naomi Mata’afa, Minister of Women, Community and Social Development, Samoa.

Mrs Isabel Guterres, National Head, Red Cross, East Timor.

Professor Mick Dodson, AM, Director, National Centre for Indigenous Studies, ANU.

Mrs Suliana Siwatibau, Chairperson, Transparency International, Fiji.

Ms Mishka Tui’fua, Chairperson, Public Service Commission, Tonga.

Dr Henry Ivarature, Regional Governance Advisor, Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat (for PIFS Secretary General—awaiting appointment).

Mr Gordon Shroff, former Pacific High Commissioner, New Zealand.

Ms Judith Robinson, Minister/Counsellor, Pacific Development Cooperation, Australian High Commission, Suva.
(b)
The PLP Advisory Panel held its inaugural meeting in Brisbane on 23 June 2008.
	Topic: DEFORESTATION IN PNG


Question 23

Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Hansard FAD&T page 14
Senator Brown asked
Are Australian corporations involved in deforestation of Papua New Guinea including either supplying equipment or in direct investment?
Answer

AusAID does not hold information on this subject.
	Topic: BIODIVERSITY IN PNG


Question 24

Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Hansard FAD&T page 14
Senator Brown asked
Does AusAID extend to looking at the biodiversity resources in Papua New Guinea and what that means for the future wellbeing of the people of Papua New Guinea both economically and in other terms?
Answer

AusAID supports biodiversity work in Papua New Guinea (PNG) through regional projects and multilateral institutions.

AusAID has provided $400,000 to the Secretariat of the Pacific Community (SPC) to undertake analysis of the potential effects of climate change on fresh water and marine systems; the patterns of engagement in subsistence, artisinal and commercial fisheries in the region, including PNG; and the implications of climate change for fisheries-related food security and local economies.
AusAID provides core funding per annum to the SPC. PNG is a member of the SPC and benefits from its biodiversity work, particularly that related to agriculture and forest genetic resources. SPC is also working jointly with South Pacific Regional Environment Program (SPREP) to develop an integrated  strategy of action against invasive species in the region, including PNG, which  when implemented will help protect biodiversity in PNG.

AusAID also provides core funding per annum to SPREP. SPREP helps its member countries (including PNG) develop and implement their own National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan and assists countries meet their obligations under multilateral treaties, including the Convention on Biological Diversity. Extensive information on all SPC and SPREP projects is available on the organizations’ websites.
Through its multilateral program, AusAID has contributed funding to the Global Environment Facility (GEF) since 1991. The GEF has helped support three national and four regional biodiversity projects in PNG. The GEF biodiversity program is aimed at the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, the maintenance of the ecosystem goods and services that biodiversity provides to society, and the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilisation of genetic resources.
	Topic: REPORT INTO LOGGING/DEFORESTATION IN PNG


Question 25
Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Hansard FAD&T page 23
Senator Nettle asked
(a) Has AusAID reviewed the report (‘The State of the Forests of Papua New Guinea’ by Mr Phil Shearman and Dr Julian Ash) released on 2 June 2008 which talks about 80 per cent of Papua New Guinea’s forests being gone in 13 years? 

(b) Please provide the committee with the AusAID assessment of the report.

Answer
(a) AusAID has referred the report for assessment with the aim of determining the extent to which it contains new information that may usefully inform Australia's cooperation with Papua New Guinea under the Papua New Guinea–Australia Forest Carbon Partnership.
(b) The assessment will be publicly available through AusAID's website.
	Topic: STI CLINICS—NGOs


Question 26
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 25
Senator McEwan asked
(a) What NGOs are involved in establishing STI clinics in Papua New Guinea and providing the ongoing training to the staff there?

(b) Where will the clinics be concentrated in or are they spread across the country?
(c) What activities will the NGOs be delivering? 
(d) What training and awareness activities regarding prevention are occurring within these clinics in Papua New Guinea?
(e) What contingency is being made to ensure that the clinics will be staffed adequately? 
Answer

(a) Through the PNG–Australia Sexual Health Improvement Program, Anglicare (PNG), Anglican Health Services (PNG), Anglican Board of Mission (Australia) and Albion Street Centre (Australia) are establishing STI clinics in the National Capital District and Oro Province; two other consortiums of NGOs are upgrading STI facilities in the Eastern Highlands, Southern Highlands and Simbu Provinces. Through the AusAID Church Partnerships Program, the Uniting Church in PNG is establishing an STI clinic in Southern Highlands Province.
The PNG National Department of Health, Australian and PNG NGOs will provide training to staff at the clinics.

(b) The clinics and services being established and upgraded by NGOs under the PNG-Australia Sexual Health Improvement Program are in areas of high STI prevalence. The locations of these clinics are cited in (a) above. 

(c) Australian NGOs are partnering with PNG NGOs to deliver the following:
· detection and treatment services;

· prevention (including active promotion and distribution of condoms);

· youth, peer and community education;
· counselling (including voluntary counselling and testing for HIV);

· contact tracing; and 

· other sexual health services.

Activities NGOs will be delivering in order for these services to be provided include:

· capacity building activities including mentoring and training (STI management; human resource management; planning and budgeting; data collection; laboratory and clinical skills);

· establishment and upgrading of infrastructure and equipment;

· technical and management support;

· piloting of services for vulnerable groups; and

· research.
(d) All STI clinics in PNG, including PNG-Australia Sexual Health Improvement Program sites, train health workers to use the National Department of Health Minimum Standards for STI Service Delivery and relevant Government of PNG policies on the provision of condoms. Specific training and awareness activities regarding prevention include:

· training of staff in the clinics in the full range of prevention messages—ABC (Abstinence, Be faithful, use a Condom) plus detailed information on how to do demonstrations of the use of both male and female condoms; 

· promotion and provision of condoms for all clients attending clinics;

· daily awareness sessions on the prevention messages in clinic waiting rooms. Staff in the smaller clinics are also encouraged to provide these sessions;

· six training modules for health workers learning to conduct STI consultations;

· promotion of improved sexual health, including as prevention against STI transmission; and 

· National Department of Health training in awareness of the issues around gender based violence and how it can impact negatively on STI (including HIV) transmission.

(e) 

Under the PNG–Australia Sexual Health Improvement Program:

· newly established clinics will be staffed by the PNG counterpart NGOs; and

· upgraded clinics have existing staff whose skills will be enhanced to cater for STI services.
	Topic: PNG AUDITOR–GENERAL’S REPORT


Question 27
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 31
Senator Payne asked
What specific questions or dialogue did either AusAID or the Australian Government ask of the Papua New Guinea government in relation to the Papua New Guinea Auditor–General’s report when it was released?

Answer

The Australian Government did not ask specific questions of the PNG Government in relation to the PNG Auditor-General’s report when it was released. The Australian Government has an ongoing dialogue with the PNG Government on public financial management and accountability issues. Australia has long standing relationships with key PNG agencies such as the Department of Finance and Auditor–General’s Office, as well as the Public Accounts Committee through which it is kept appraised of PNG Government efforts to address public financial management and accountability issues.
Question 28
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing:

(a) What undertakings have been sought from the government of Papua New Guinea (PNG) in relation to the administration of further funding to PNG announced by the Prime Minister on a recent visit for the Ministerial Conference?

(b) Is there any indication that funds provided by Australia are amongst those that have gone missing?

Answer

(a)
No specific undertakings were sought. All Australian Government development assistance funding in PNG is protected by stringent controls and independent audits. Measures include:
· overseeing or verifying procurement and disbursement of funds;
· providing funds to reputable international contractors and NGOs; and
· prompt and thorough investigation of any allegation of fraud involving Australian funds.
(b)
No Australian Government funds went into the account from which the PNG Auditor–General identified that money had been misappropriated. Australian officials assisted the PNG Government in closing this account in 2006.
	Topic: ORGANISATIONAL MAP


Question 29
Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Hansard FAD&T page 41
Senator Payne asked
Please provide an AusAID Organization map.

Answer

An AusAID Organisation chart is at attached [see page 82(a)].
	Topic: ADAPTION TO CLIMATE CHANGE


Question 30
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing:

The Government’s $150 million ‘Adaptation to Climate Change’ commitment.

(a) Which countries will directly benefit from the $150 million ‘Adaptation to Climate Change’ commitment?

(b) Has the department had any contact with countries other than those relevant to (a) in relation to the commitment? If so, which countries and how advanced are those discussions?

(c) How has AusAID determined the appropriate areas and the appropriate amount of funding for these areas that will benefit from the commitment?

Answer
(a) The primary geographic emphasis of the program will be Australia’s neighbouring island countries, being Papua New Guinea, the Pacific island countries and East Timor, but targeted policy and technical assistance will also be available for other countries.
(b) AusAID and the Department of Climate Change have discussed the adaptation initiative with other donor countries including New Zealand. These discussions are at a preliminary stage.
(c) Consultations with vulnerable countries, other donors and international and regional organisations will inform decisions on the allocation of resources under the initiative. These consultations are in progress. 
	Topic: STRENGTHENING GLOBAL FOOD SECURITY


Question 31
Outcome 1 Output 1.2 
Senator Payne asked in writing:

Regarding the Government’s $30 million ‘Strengthening Global Food Security’ commitment, when will the ‘comprehensive action plan’ to address global food security be finalised?

Answer

The ‘comprehensive action plan’ will be finalised through the 2009–10 international development assistance budget process.

	Topic: ACCESS TO CLEAN WATER AND SANITATION


Question 32
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Senator Payne asked in writing:

The Government’s $300 million ‘Access to Clean Water and Sanitation’ commitment

a) Which countries will directly benefit from the $300 million ‘Access to Clean Water and Sanitation’ commitment?

b) Has the department had any contact with other countries other than those relevant to (a) in relation to the commitment? If so, which countries and how advanced are those discussions?

c) How has AusAID determined the appropriate areas and the appropriate amount of funding for these areas that will benefit from the commitment?
Answer

a) 
The initiative will primarily target countries in the Asia-Pacific region that experience serious deficits in access to safe drinking water and basic sanitation, or face critical challenges in protecting freshwater resources.
b) 
AusAID has discussed the initiative in general terms with several other donor countries, including the United Kingdom.
c) 
Decisions on the allocation of resources under the initiative will be made on the basis of consultations with partner countries, international organizations and other stakeholders in 2008–09.
	Topic: CLIMATE CHANGE AND AID


Question 33
Outcome 1 Output 1.1
Senator Payne asked in writing:

Climate Change and aid.

a) What new funds will the Government contribute to the UNFCCCC funds, including the Least Developed Countries Fund and the Special Climate Change Fund? 
b) Does the Government plan to support proposals to contribute additional funds, above the Clean Development Mechanism 2% levy to the Adaptation Fund?
c) What is the Government’s position on multilateral funding for climate change adaptation outside of the UN process?
Answer

(a) 
In 2008–09, the Government, through the Department of Climate Change, will contribute $US440, 319 to the UNFCCC secretariat in core funding. No decisions have been announced regarding contributions in 2008–09 to special–purpose UNFCCC funds, including the Least Developed Countries Fund and the Special Climate Change Fund.
(b) 
The Australian Government is actively engaged in the development of the Adaptation Fund. Any proposals that may be received in the future for voluntary contributions to the Adaptation Fund will be considered on their merits and within budget constraints.

(c) 
Article 11, paragraph 5, of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change, which article relates to the financial mechanism of the Convention, states that “the developed country Parties may also provide and developing country Parties avail themselves of, financial resources related to the implementation of the Convention through bilateral, regional and other multilateral channels”. The Australian Government considers that at the present time all possible channels should be utilised to scale up financial flows for adaptation. 
	Topic: MICROFINANCE


Question 34
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 35
Senator Payne asked
(a) What is the Commonwealth’s contribution to microcredit arrangements in the 2008–09 financial year?
(b) Has there been an increase since the last financial year? 

(c) Does the Government have plans to advance microcredit or is it static?

(d) Who will be representing Australia at the Asia–Pacific Regional Microcredit Summit, and what level of representation that will provide?

Answer

(a)
The Government does not determine total levels of funding for microfinance or microcredit in advance. Over the past decade, the international development assistance program has provided an average of about $10m each year for microfinance initiatives.
(b) 
Comparison of expenditure levels between 2007–08 and 2008–09 will be possible at the end of 2008–09.

(c) 
The Government is considering programming options for increasing access to financial services by the poor, including through microcredit.
(d) 
Australia’s representative at the Asia–Pacific Regional Microcredit Summit will be the Director of the Infrastructure and Rural Development Section, Sustainable Development Group, AusAID.

	Topic: ROAD BUILDING FUNDS


Question 35
Outcome 1 Output 1.2
Hansard FAD&T page 24
Senator Nettle asked
What proportion of AusAID’s budget goes into road-building projects?
Answer

Funding for economic infrastructure will total approximately $380m in 2008‑09, an increase of 17 per cent on 2007–08. Of this amount, approximately $213m, or 56 per cent, will be directed to the transport sector, mainly for existing road upgrades, road rehabilitation and maintenance with smaller amounts for aviation and maritime transport. AusAID does not currently support the building of new roads.
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