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Question 1

Outcome 1, output 1.1.1

Topic: Famine in North Korea

Hansard page 373

Senator Faulkner asked:

Has Australia responded to the World Food Program�s announcement on 30 April
2002 concerning the worsening famine in North Korea?  Is any response planned?

Answer:

The Australian Government announced on 12 June 2002 that it will provide a further
$6 million in humanitarian assistance through the World Food Programme (WFP) and
the United Nations International Children�s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) to help
alleviate hunger and malnutrition affecting the people of the Democratic People�s
Republic of Korea (DPRK).  This brings Australia�s contribution to United Nations
humanitarian appeals for the DPRK to a total of $36 million since 1996. 

Of the $6 million in humanitarian assistance, $5.5 million will be provided in
emergency food aid through the WFP and $0.5 million will be provided for nutrition
programs through UNICEF.  Five million dollars of Australia�s contribution to the
WFP will enable approximately 11,400 tonnes of wheat to be bought from Australian
farmers and shipped to the DPRK for local consumption.  A further $0.5 million will
be allocated to WFP�s operations to purchase sugar.  The $0.5 million contribution to
UNICEF will be used to buy vitamins and minerals.  Sugar, vitamins and minerals are
key ingredients in fortified food and biscuits for young children and are vital for their
immune systems.  These biscuits and blended foods are made by WFP- and UNICEF-
supported factories in the DPRK.
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Question 2

Outcome 1, output 1.1.2

Topic: Visit by Minister for Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs to
Indonesia

Hansard page 368

Senator Faulkner asked:

Can the department provide details of the programs, appointments and itineraries of
the visits to Jakarta by the Minister for Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous
Affairs in June and August 2001?

Answer:

The department has nothing to add to the answer given by the Department of
Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs to the same question.
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Question 3

Outcome 1, output 1.1.2

Topic: MOU with the Afghan interim administration

Hansard page 410

Senator Hogg asked:

Can the department provide a copy of the MOU on returns with the Afghan interim
administration, signed on 16 May?

Answer:

Responsibility for the MOU on returns with the then Afghan Interim Administration
resides with the Department of Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs.
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Question 4

Outcome 1, output 1.1.2

Topic: Assistance for Afghanistan

Hansard page 411

Senator Hogg asked:

Has Australia been approached by the Afghan Interim Administration for assistance
on a government-to-government level?

Answer:

Earlier this year, the then Afghan Minister for Public Works and the then Minister for
Education in the Afghan Interim Administration, which has been succeeded by the
Afghan Transitional Government, separately approached Australia for government-to-
government assistance.  In accordance with the expressed wishes of Mr Hamid
Karzai, leader both of the Afghan Interim Administration and its successor, Australia
is minimising the burden on the Afghan authorities by channelling our aid
contributions to Afghanistan through multilateral agencies rather than bilaterally.
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Question 5

Outcome 1, output 1.1.3

Topic: Solomon Islands conflict

Hansard page 378

Senator Forshaw asked:

(1) Could the department outline progress on weapons surrender under the
auspices of the Townsville Peace Agreement in Solomon Islands?

 

(2) What audits have been done of the Solomon Islands Police armoury prior to
and since the outbreak of conflict there?

Answer:

(1) The Australian-led International Peace Monitoring Team (IPMT) collected
2050 weapons during its deployment to Solomon Islands.  These included 152
high powered weapons originally belonging to the Royal Solomon Islands
Police.

 

 Approximately 40 per cent of weapons collected by the IPMT were
surrendered during the indigenous Peace Monitoring Council�s weapons
surrender campaign that was conducted in the weeks leading up to the expiry
of the amnesty on 31 May 2002.

 

 In mid-June 2002 the IPMT assisted Solomon Islands authorities dispose of
weapons collected under the Townsville Peace Agreement.

 

(2) Previous audits of the Solomon Islands Police armoury in Rove were
conducted by New Zealand Defence in 1997 and August and November 1999.
The results of these audits were 865, 961 and 881 weapons respectively.

The International Peace Monitoring Team (IPMT) commenced operations in
Solomon Islands in November 2000.  It conducted its first armoury audit in
December that same year.  The results of this, and subsequent audits, of the
Rove Police armoury are listed below:

! December 2000 - 320 weapons
! June 2001 - 287 weapons
! September 2001 - 280 weapons
! May 2002 - 222 weapons
! June 2002 - 343 weapons
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Question 6

Outcome 1, output 1.1.3

Topic: Cost of Townsville Peace Agreement

Hansard page 383

Senator Forshaw asked:

Can the department provide details of the various costs incurred by Australia in
supporting the Townsville Peace Agreement, including projects associated with
strengthening the legal system?

Answer:

In total, DFAT and AusAID have spent approximately $20 million assisting the peace
process in Solomon Islands.

This includes approximately $170,000 for support which led to signing of the
Townsville Peace Agreement (TPA) in October 2000.

A further $8.3 million was spent in deploying the International Peace Monitoring
Team (IPMT) in support of the TPA.  Just over $4 million has been used to support
the indigenous Peace Monitoring Council and civil society groups and $7.6 million
has been contributed to small-scale community projects to address peace building and
reconstruction.

Separately, but complementary to support for the peace process, our commitment
through the AusAID law and justice program has so far cost $5.1 million.  A further
$1.5 million has been contributed to a United Nations� program to demobilise special
constables.
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Question 7

Outcome 1, output 1.1.3

Topic: Human rights for women in Iran

Hansard page 384

Senator Allison asked:

Can the department provide a report on the current human rights situation for women
in Iran?

Answer:

Iranian women have achieved substantial gains in recent years.  For the current
educational year, 62 per cent of all Iranian university entrants were women.  Iran has a
female Vice-President and the eleven women in its Parliament (the Majles) are active.
There are a number of women�s groups, including a Women�s Business Network.
Prominent film makers and theatre directors are women.  Women have been playing a
strong role in journalism and there are political, social and cultural magazines
produced by and for women.  Iranian women have been studying at seminaries and a
number of them have reached a sufficient theological level to be able to be, at least
theoretically, elected to the clerical Assembly of Experts, the body which chooses the
Supreme Leader.  Some leading jurists are women, such as Dr Mehrangiz Kar, whose
books have been influential in shaping thought about legal reform.

While much has been achieved by women, many demands of Iranian women are yet to
be met.  Traditional legal and theological precepts need to be recast to reflect the
legitimate rights of women.  Their participation rate in the workforce does not appear
commensurate with their abilities and education.  Patriarchal views are strongly held
and are often hidden behind legalistic or pseudo-religious posturing.  We were
alarmed in 2001 at cases of implementation of sentences of stoning against women
convicted of adultery.  We urge the Iranian judiciary to continue to exercise restraint
in this matter.  While such punishments are part of traditional Islamic law, their use in
today�s world only serves to damage Islam.  This is also the view of a number of
Islamic scholars in Iran.  With Iranian women being educated and having the vote, we
assess the future direction of change should be positive for them.

There is interest among Australian and Iranian women�s groups in developing further
links.  The Government hopes this will be possible.  In March 2002, Dr Jamileh
Kadivar MP visited Australia under the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Special Visits Program and had meetings with a number of leading Australian women
politicians and women�s groups.
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Question 8

Outcome 1, output 1.1.3

Topic: Human rights in Iran

Hansard page 384

Senator Allison asked:

(1) Could the department advise on the current circumstances of Mr Nasser Sayadi
Estahbanati, who returned to Iran voluntarily last year, on the basis of an
agreement that he would not be thrown into prison or killed, but has not been
seen since his arrival there?

 

(2) Can the department advise on the situation with regard to Mr Estahbanati�s
brother, who has identified in the media as being forcibly returned?

Answer:

(1) No.  Australia has a rigorous process for determination of refugee status and
review of decisions is possible, including judicial review.  Part of refugee
determination involves detailed consideration of possible human rights
violations against the applicant, including whether applying for refugee status
would lead to persecution.  Once the process of refugee determination has been
completed, Australia is unable to play any further role, such as monitoring
return, as to do so would involve interference in the internal matters of another
country.  Australia takes its role as an international citizen seriously, including
ensuring respect for and adherence to, norms of international human rights in
other countries.  We make our concerns known both bilaterally and in
international forums.

 

(2) No.  Due to privacy considerations, we cannot discuss the individual
circumstances of the person involved.
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Question 9

Outcome 1, output 1.1.5

Topic: Sales grant to Southern Pacific Petroleum

Written question

Senator Carr asked:

(1) Was any advice sought from DFAT before the government decided to make a
sales grant of up to $36 million to Southern Pacific Petroleum?  If so, what was
the advice provided by the department, and did the department recommend in
favour of the grant or against it?  Did the department make any
recommendations in favour or against any earlier proposals in regard to
Southern Pacific Petroleum's request?

 
(2) Does the department have any knowledge about the positions of any other

departments on this issue?
 
(3) Has the department had any communication or meetings with Southern Pacific

Petroleum or their representatives concerning the company's request for
financial assistance?  If so, please could you detail the occasions and what was
discussed.

 
(4) Did the department provide any advice on the WTO implications of the grant

that has been announced?  If so, what was the detail of the advice provided?

Answer:

(1) Advice was sought from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade from the
Department of Industry Tourism and Resources in relation to Australia�s WTO
obligations prior to the Government decision to provide a grant of up to $36
million and in the context of the Government�s consideration of this issue.

 
 It would not be appropriate to disclose advice provided in the context of the
Government�s consideration of this issue.

 
(2) Other Departments provided comments in the context of the Government�s

consideration of this issue.  It would not be appropriate to disclose advice
provided to the Government.

 
(3) No.
 
(4) The Department outlined the WTO rules in relation to industry assistance,

namely that assistance to domestic producers is permissible under WTO rules.
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Question 10

Outcome 1, output 1.1.5

Topic: Staff resources working on the Doha Round

Hansard page 317

Senator Cook asked:

How many staff are employed, and where are they located, to meet Australia�s
negotiating needs for the Doha Round?

Answer:

The department currently has a total of 81 staff dedicated to the Doha Round
negotiations.   Of these 72 are located in the Office of Trade Negotiations in Canberra
and 9 are at our mission to the WTO in Geneva.  In addition, a significant number of
officers at many overseas posts, including heads of mission, spend a proportion of
their time building support for the Doha Round and issues related to it.
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Question 11

Outcome 1, output 1.1.5

Topic: Free Trade Agreement with Singapore

Hansard pages 318, 323

Senator Cook asked:

(1) Is the department able to quantify what the value of an Australia-Singapore Free
Trade Agreement might be?

 

(2) Which industry sectors and organisations have been consulted on this
agreement?

Answer:

(1) In 2001, DFAT commissioned Access Economics to undertake an assessment of
the likely benefits and costs for Australia of a Free Trade Agreement with
Singapore, and to assess the wider strategic benefits of such an outcome for
Australia.  Access Economics concluded that a substantive and comprehensive
FTA would, over time, offer Australia worthwhile economic benefits.  A copy
of that report which outlines these benefits is attached.

(2) DFAT has undertaken extensive industry consultations both in the lead up to the
commencement of discussions on the FTA with Singapore and as an integral
component of the ongoing negotiations.

Industry organisations consulted in Australia include: Australian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, Australian Business Limited, Australian Industry
Group, Business Council of Australia (BCA), Australian Business Limited,
Australian Food and Grocery Council, Federal Chamber of Automotive
Industries, Federation of Automotive Products Manufacturers, Australian
Automotive Aftermarket Association, Plastics and Chemicals Association of
Australia, Australian Dairy Corporation, Policy Council of Textile & Fashion
Industries of Australia Ltd, Fabrics Australia, Council of Small Business
Organisations of Australia, National Farmers Federation, Australian
Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association, Australian Council of Trade
Unions,  Association of Consulting Engineers of Australia, Australian Electrical
and Electronic Manufacturers Association, Australian Information Industries
Association, Australian Society of Certified Practising Accountants, Institute of
Chartered Accountants in Australia, Insurance Council of Australia, Law
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Council of Australia, the Institute of Engineers, Australia, Australian Nursing
Council, Royal Australian Institute of Architects, Architects Accreditation
Council, Australian Vice-Chancellors� Committee, Australian Wine and Brandy
Corporation, Public Interest Advocacy Centre, the Australian Fair Trade and
Investment network, National Association of Testing Authorities, and the
Singapore Australia Chamber of Commerce and Industry.

Consultations have also covered a wide range of individual manufacturing
firms, banks, insurance and investment companies, the Australian Stock
Exchange, telecommunication companies, legal firms, vehicle and clothing
manufacturers and tertiary education providers. An indicative list only includes
QBE Insurance, Alliance Insurance, Austrim Textiles Group, Yakka, Allens
Arthur Robinson, Mallesons Stephen Jaques, Telstra, Macquarie Telecom,
Vodafone, Davnet, Holden Ltd, Toyota Motor Corporation, Ford Australia,
Mitsubishi Motors Australia, ANZ Bank, National Australia Bank, Westpac,
Berri Juices Ltd and Total Logistics Management P/L.

In Singapore, consultations were held in January 2001 with approximately 100
members of the Singapore Australia Business Council (SABC) as well as
individual sectoral round table consultations with SABC members from the
engineering and construction sector, legal services sector, IT and
Telecommunications sector, and the banking and finance sector.  There have
been further consultations with individual companies in relation to specific
issues arising in the course of negotiations.

DFAT negotiators have visited State and Territory Governments to speak to
Premier and Cabinet and Departments of Commerce, Industry and State
Development (and equivalents) in capital cities.  There has been regular briefing
of States and Territories through the National Trade Consultations process,
along with regular consultation on commitments that require State and Territory
approval, including a roundtable with all States and Territories on 5 September
2001, and briefings on progress and areas covered in the agreement to the
Standing Committee on Treaties in May 2001, December 2001 and May 2002.
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Question 12

Outcome 1, output 1.1.5

Topic: Free Trade Agreement with the United States

Hansard page 358

Senator Cook asked:

Can the department provide a list of industry organisations that were consulted on the
�scoping up� of issues relating to a Free Trade Agreement with the United States?

Answer:

The Department has conducted extensive consultations with industry as an integral
component of the analysis of issues related to a possible FTA with the US. These
consultations include with industry associations, interested companies and non-
government organisations, both individually and through discussion at regular
meetings of consultative forums attended by the Minister for Trade.  The latter include
the National Trade Consultations, the Trade Policy Advisory Council, the Agricultural
Trade Consultative Group, and the Automotive Council.

The industry organisations, companies and entities with which the Government has
consulted either individually or at consultative meetings include

• Agricultural organisations including the National Farmers� Federation,
Australian Food and Grocery Council, Australian Dairy Corporation,
Australian Pork Limited, FeedLotters, Australian Meat Council, Cattle
Council of Australia, National Meat Association, Meat and Livestock
Australia, Sheepmeat Council of Australia, Australian Chicken Growers
Council, Australian Chicken Meat Federation, the Australian Wool Industries
Secretariat, WoolProducers, Australian Wool Innovation, Cotton Australia,
Australian Cotton Shippers Association, Grains Council of Australia, Flour
Millers Council of Australia, AWB Ltd, Australian Oilseeds Federation,
Australian Malt Exporters Committee, Queensland Sugar Ltd, Cane Growers
Council of Australia, Australian Sugar Milling Council, NSW Sugar Milling
Cooperative, Australian Cane Farmers Association, Horticulture Australia Ltd,
Apple and Pear Growers Association, Australian Wine and Brandy
Corporation, Australian Seafood Industry Council;
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• The Australia-United States FTA business coalition (AUSTA), whose
members include the Australian Food & Grocery Council, Australian Chamber
of Commerce & Industry, Australian Industry Group, Business Council of
Australia, Australian Dairy Corporation, Australian Internet Association,
Minerals Council of Australia, and a number of companies, including BHP
Steel, Bonlac Foods, News Corporation, Southcorp, Telstra, Visy, Westfield
Holdings, and Western Mining Corporation;

• Other industry organisations including the Australia Council, the Australian
Film Commission, the Australian Industry Group, Council of Textile and
Fashion Industries of Australia Ltd, Carpet Institute of Australia, the
Australian Stock Exchange and members of the Australian Services Network;
and

• Members of the Australian Fair Trade and Investment Network, including the
Public Interest Advocacy Centre, the Australian Council of Social Services,
and the Australian Manufacturing Workers� Union, at consultations with
DFAT in February 2002.

The report by the APEC Study Centre, �An Australia-USA Free Trade Agreement:
Opportunities and Implications�, commissioned by DFAT and released in August
2001, included an assessment of the views of industry and business based on
consultations with, or input from, some 40 industry and business organisations.
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Question 13

Outcome 1, output 1.1.5

Topic: Trade Outcomes and Objectives Statement

Hansard page 313

Senator Cook asked:

Why was the TOOS tabled out of session in the Parliament this year?  Was it a
departmental or a ministerial decision to do it this way?

Answer:

The Department�s preparation and production cycle for TOOS was planned to be
completed in early April, the traditional timing for the release of the TOOS, to
maximise the relevance of the trade statistics.  The timeframe did not coincide with a
parliamentary sitting session as there were no parliamentary sittings scheduled during
April.  The decision to table the TOOS out of session was a departmental
recommendation, approved by Minister Vaile.
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Question 14

Outcome 1, output 1.1.7

Topic: Costs relating to liaison with the Norwegian government during the MV
Tampa incident.

Hansard page 398

Senator Faulkner asked:

What costs were incurred by the Department in Norway in relation to the events
concerning asylum seekers rescued by the MV Tampa?

Answer:

The costs incurred were $10,159.
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Question 15

Outcome 1, output 1.1.7

Topic: Ministerial conference on HIV-AIDS

Hansard page 389

Senator Payne asked:

Did Vietnam participate in the ministerial conference on HIV-AIDS late in 2001?

Answer:

AusAID has confirmed Vietnam did participate in the conference.
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Question 16

Outcome 1, output 1.1.7

Topic: Convention on Transnational Organised Crime

Hansard page 407-8

Senator Faulkner asked:

(1) Why has Australia not signed the Optional Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and
Punish Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children, which is a
supplement to the Transnational Organised Crime Convention?

 

(2) Have any cases of trafficking in women and children been brought to Australian
or other courts?

Answer:

(1) The Government has not yet completed its inter-agency consultation process
with respect to signing this Protocol.

 

(2) Responsibility for this resides with the Attorney-General�s Department.
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Question 17

Outcome 1, output 1.1.7

Topic: Detention of Mr David Hicks and Mr Mamdouh Habib

Hansard page 421

Senator Hogg asked:

(1) Could the department provide a detailed chronology of any action taken by it
after it had received advice that Mr Hicks and Mr Habib had been detained?
Could the chronology include:

(a) the dates of any contact by departmental officers with Mr Hicks and Mr
Habib,

(b) who met them,
(c) where were the contacts, and
(d) what were their purposes?

(2) Could the chronology include:
(a) contacts by departmental officers with the United States government,
(b) who met the US officials,
(c) the date and venue of the meetings, and
(d) the purpose of the meetings?

(3) Could the chronology also include similar details of meetings by departmental
officers with any other countries, including those who have their nationals in
Guantanamo Bay, in respect of this matter?

 

(4) Has the government attempted to access Mr Hicks and Mr Habib to check their
personal welfare and wellbeing?  If so, when?

 

(5) Has the department, either DFAT or the Attorney-General�s Department, made
any representations to the United States government about Mr Hicks and Mr
Habib on behalf of their lawyers or families?  If so, what are the dates of those
representations?
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Answer:

The Department first became aware of the possible arrest of Mr Habib by Pakistani
authorities in early October 2001.  From then until mid-January 2002, representations
were made on a number of occasions to Pakistan officials in Islamabad, seeking
confirmation of Mr Habib�s detention and consular access to him.  Although
Australian law enforcement officials were able to see Mr Habib in Pakistan in October
2001, consular access was denied by Pakistan.  In November 2001 the Department
became aware that Mr Habib was no longer in Pakistan and it was believed he may
have been transferred to Egypt.  Between November 2001 and April 2002 numerous
representations were made by the Australian Embassy in Cairo to the Egyptian
government seeking confirmation of Mr Habib�s detention in Egypt and consular
access to him.  Egyptian authorities consistently refused to confirm Mr Habib�s
detention or to grant access to him.  In April 2002 the Department became aware that
Mr Habib was in the custody of coalition forces in Afghanistan.  Representations were
made by our Embassy in Washington to the government of the United States of
America seeking confirmation of Mr Habib�s detention and status and seeking access
to him for law enforcement, intelligence and welfare purposes.  On 23 April, our
Embassy in Washington conveyed a request made by Mr Habib�s lawyer for access to
him and re-iterated earlier requests regarding confirmation of Mr Habib�s status and
for access to him.  The Attorney-General reiterated the request for access by lawyers
for Mr Habib  in a meeting with US officials in Washington on 1 May 2002.  On 6
May 2002 the Department was advised that Mr Habib had been transferred to the US
Military facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  An officer from the Embassy in
Washington accompanied Australian law enforcement and intelligence officials on a
visit to Guantanamo Bay from 13-17 May 2002, where the officer was able to meet
Mr Habib and assess his welfare.

In the case of Mr David Hicks, the Department became aware of Mr Hicks�s capture
by coalition forces in Afghanistan in early December 2001.  Between then and
February 2002, the Department made a number of approaches to the government of
the United States of America regarding Mr Hicks�s status.  On 14 January 2002, the
Department was advised that Mr Hicks had been transferred to the US Military facility
at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.  On 25 January 2002, the Australian Embassy in
Washington passed on a request to the US authorities from the lawyer acting for Mr
Hicks and his family for access to Mr Hicks.    The Attorney-General reiterated the
request for access by lawyers for Mr Hicks in a meeting with US officials in
Washington on 1 May 2002.  An officer from the Embassy in Washington
accompanied Australian law enforcement and intelligence officials on a visit to
Guantanamo Bay from 13-17 May 2002, where the officer was able to meet Mr Hicks
and assess his welfare.

Australian officials have been in regular contact with United States officials on the
cases of Mr Hicks and Mr Habib, both in Washington and Canberra.  Disclosure of
more detailed information regarding these contacts could conflict with national
security requirements.
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Question 18

Outcome 1, output 1.1.7

Topic: Monitoring returnees

Hansard page 385

Senator Allison asked:

What is the process by which the department monitors people who are returned to
Iran, and to other countries?

Answer:

This question should be directed to the Department of Immigration and Multicultural
and Indigenous Affairs.
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Question 19

Outcome 1, output 1.1.8

Topic: Intelligence Services Act

Hansard page 371

Senator Faulkner asked:

(1) Would the Minister advise if the capacity for his direction, provided for under
sections 6(1)(e) and 6(2) of the Intelligence Services Act (Act No. 152 of
2001), has been utilised since it was enacted?

 

(2) Under the Act, have any directions been issued in relation to countering
people-smuggling activities and, if so, what are they?

Answer:

As you are aware, it has been the policy of successive Australian Governments not to
discuss matters concerning intelligence collection agencies, such as ASIS, in an open
forum.  It should be noted, however, that Section 6A of the Intelligence Services Act
2001 requires that:

If the responsible Minister gives a direction under paragraph 6(1)(e), the
Minister must as soon as practicable advise the Committee of the nature of the
activity or activities to be undertaken.

In line with section 6A, in the event that a direction was issued to ASIS the Minister
would have advised the Parliamentary Joint Committee on ASIO, ASIS and DSD
accordingly.

It should also be noted that the Minister is required to provide a copy of any direction
issued under section 6(1)(e) of the Intelligence Services Act 2001 to the Inspector-
General of Intelligence and Security.  This is a requirement under section 32B of the
Inspector-General of Intelligence and Security Act 1986, which is highlighted in the
Intelligence Services Act 2001 in a note preceding section 6A.  In the event that a
direction was issued to ASIS, the Minister would also have complied with this
legislative requirement.
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Question 20

Outcome 1, output 1.1.8

Topic: Landmines in Afghanistan

Hansard page 409

Senator Hogg asked:

(1) Since 1996, has the situation with regard to landmines in Afghanistan
improved or deteriorated?

 

(2) If the situation is deteriorating, does the government have under consideration
any response?

Answer:

(1) The limited data available as at September 2001, suggested a marked
improvement in the landmines situation in Afghanistan, with the number of
mine-related accidents in 2000 significantly down from 1999. Since that time
there have been no reports of widespread use of landmines. Since 11
September, the Australian Government has committed $1.5 million through
the United Nations to assist in mine and unexploded ordnance (UXO)
clearance activities in Afghanistan. This is in addition to the $2.5 million
provided for these activities since 1996.

(2) See answer (1) above.
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Question 21

All outcomes, output: Administered items

Topic: Consultancies

Hansard page 314

Senator Cook asked:

(1) How many consultancies does the department currently have and how many
expired last year?

(2) What were the subjects of the consultancies?
(3) What was the value of each contract?
(4) How was each contract awarded � by tender or nomination?
(5) Over what length of time was each consultancy to run?

Answer:

(1) As at 1 June 2002 the Department had  28 current consultancies.  46
consultancies expired in the financial year 2000-01.

Questions (2) to (4) are answered in the attached two schedules.  Schedule A provides
answers to questions (2) to (4) in relation to current consultancies as at 1 June 2002
and Schedule B answers questions (2) to (4) in relation to consultancies which ended
in the financial year 2000-01.
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SCHEDULE A
Current Consultancies - Department of Foreign Affairs and

Trade
As at 1 June 2002

Subject Value Contract Awarded
by

Length of time

AUD$
Economic research
modelling - China's
accession to WTO -
implications for Australian
business

22,000 Tender 3 months

Report on education links
and cooperation between
Australia and Latin America

28,740 Tender 5 months

Preparation and publication
of  Doing Business in
Mexico

9,356 Tender 4 months

Specialist Accounting
Advice - Accrual Budgeting

30,000 Nomination 7 months

Trade Policy Training &
Reference Materials -
Developing Economics
within the Indian Ocean Rim
Association for Regional
Cooperation

22,000 Tender 3 months

Security Risk Assessment 17,385 Tender 2 months
Report on tariff barriers to
trade in Indian Ocean Rim
Association for Regional
Cooperation member
countries

45,000 Tender 3 months

Research on community
attitudes towards trade

23,090 Tender 2 months

APEX Business Advisory
Council

74,250 Tender 12 months

Property and labour legal
advice - Athens

2,337 Nomination 12 months

Labour legal advice - Athens 5,829 Nomination 13 months
Legal advice - Bandar Seri 2,427 Tender 12 months
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Begawan
Interior design - Berlin 30,105 Tender 9 months
Actuarial services -Brussels 19,000 Nomination 6 months
Advice on locally engaged
staff terms and conditions of
service - Geneva

9,776 Nomination 8 months

Provision of Training -
Harare

10,689 Tender 1 month

Legal advice - Lisbon 25,249 Nomination 1 month
Review documents for
compliance with local labour
law - Ottawa

2,205 Nomination 1 month

Locally engaged staff
conditions of service review
- Phnom Penh

15,421 Nomination 10 months

Manage property
refurbishment - Port
Moresby

4,308 Nomination 7 months

Develop, manage and
implement a 2001-02
cultural program - Rome

50,000 Nomination 12 months

Manage property
refurbishment - Rome

15,530 Nomination 15 months

Locally engaged staff salary
survey - Seoul

2,733 Tender 12 months

IT Physical Inventory -
Washington

4,568 Nomination 4 months

Legal advice - Washington 25,003 Nomination 12 months
SAP HRMIS Development -
Washington

31,828 Nomination 12 months

IT Resource & Applications
Survey - Washington

31,869 Nomination 4 months
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SCHEDULE B
Expired Consultancies - Previous Financial Year - Department of Foreign Affairs and

Trade

Subject  Value Contract Awarded by Length of Time
AUD$

Model Demand Trends for
Agrifood Products

71,595 Tender 7 months

Research report Indonesia -
Recovery Prospects and
Opportunities

5,641 Tender 2 months

Advisory services, liaison and
business consultation

65,850 Nomination 12 months

Report on benefits of open trade
and investment among APEC
member countries

29,919 Tender 2 months

Develop biotechnology and
intellectual property training
handbook

14,250 Tender 3 months

Strategic advice on the impact of a
Free Trade Agreement - Australia
and the United States

98,500 Tender 3 months

Report of Corporate Governance
initiatives in Asia

12,000 Tender 3 months

Research Report Indonesia -
Recovery Prospects and
Opportunities

13,000 Tender 3 months

Research paper on trade and
investment opportunities in India

8,200 Tender 2 months

Research paper on trade and
investment opportunities in India

5,000 Tender 3 months

Research paper on Brazil's
Economic Performance

8,090 Tender 2 months

Research paper on Trade and
Investment Opportunities in Chile

8,090 Tender 2 months

Research paper on Chile's
Economic Performance

8,090 Tender 2 months

Research paper on Mexico's
Economic Performance

8,090 Tender 2 months
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Report on business opportunities
in Latin America

13,294 Tender 2 months

Research paper on Mexico's
Business Environment

8,090 Tender 2 months

Research paper on Corporate
Governance initiatives in Asia

5,000 Tender 3 months

Research on Korean Food
companies

16,000 Tender 3 months

Research paper on Trade and
Investment Opportunities in Brazil

9,240  Tender 2 months

Research paper on Argentina's
Economic Performance

8,990 Tender 2 months

Research paper on Corporate
Governance initiatives in Asia

13,000 Tender 3 months

Research paper on Corporate
Governance initiatives in Asia

13,000 Tender 3 months

Tender Evaluation - Passport
Interviewing Agency Service

49,137 Nomination 4 months

Research paper on trade and
investment opportunities in India

3,600  Tender 3 months

Research paper on trade and
investment opportunities in India

5,500 Tender 4 months

Advice on Output Pricing Review 27,245 Nomination 8 months

Report on business opportunities
in Latin America

10,787 Tender 2 months

Report on business opportunities
in Latin America

13,885 Tender 3 months

Research paper on Argentina's
Business Environment

9,388 Tender 2 months

Research report  Indonesia -
Recovery Prospects and
Opportunities

3,250 Tender 2 months

Report on ways to strengthen
Australia-Japan Economic
Relations

218,103  Tender 5 months

Research paper on trade and
investment opportunities in India

8,800 Tender 1 month

Passport client satisfaction survey 54,505 Tender 4 months

Post implementation review of
GST processing

13,614 Tender 2 months

Property Services, new chancery
lease - Beirut

45,741 Nomination 5 months

Legal advice - property leases - 13,685 Nomination 2 months
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Copenhagen

Advice on property lease - Ho Chi
Minh City

10,969 Nomination 1 month

Advice on property lease - Lisbon 15,797 Nomination 6 months

Advice on property fit out -
Lisbon

39,659 Tender 7 months

Design of touch screen for public
area - London

17,271 Nomination 6 months

Design Internet Website - London 46,409 Tender 3 months

Review and report on locally
engaged staff pensions - London

23,062 Nomination 12 months

Evaluation of locally engaged
staff job structures - London

16,200 Nomination 5 months

Evaluation of locally engaged
staff job structures - New York

40,000 Nomination 4 months

Review locally engaged staff local
salary and benefits survey -
Santiago

13,398 Tender 4 months

Legal advice, new chancery lease -
Zagreb

12,098 Nomination 2 months

NOTE: The Department advises that only consultancies valued at $10,000 or above are
reported for posts in
in Schedule B.  To obtain the information requested for consultancies under $10,000 would
be too work-
intensive for posts given the end of financial year
workloads.
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Question 22

All outcomes , output Enabling Services

Topic: Head of Mission contracts

Hansard page 427

Senator Ferguson asked:

Could the department provide copies of Head of Mission contracts for ex-serving
members of parliament appointed since 1983, including the rates of pay at today�s
dollar value?

Answer:

See attached list
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APPOINTMENTS OF NON-DFAT CAREER OFFICERS

Name of Officer Post Classification Current
Salary level

for
Classification

Posting
commenced

Posting
ended

The Hon E G Whitlam
AC QC

Paris
(UNESC
O)

SES Band 3.2 $152,201 25.08.83 00.11.86

The Hon L R Johnson Wellingto
n

SES Band 1.1 $93,645 20.05.84 00.06.87

The Hon W L Morrison
AO

Jakarta SES Band 3.3 $159,812 28.04.85 00.01.89

Dr H A Jenkins Madrid SES Band 3.2 $152,201 18.06.86 00.04.88

The Hon D McClelland
AC

London Sec A $221,760 20.03.87 00.03.91

The Hon Dr D J Grimes The
Hague

Sec A $221,760 02.07.87 00.06.91

The Hon B T Burke Dublin Sec A $221,760 02.08.88 00.08.91

The Hon C S Hurford New
York CG

Sec A $221,760 11.03.88 00.01.92

Mr D E Charles San
Francisco

SES Band 1.2 $104,012 10.08.90 00.06.93

The Hon M C Tate AO The
Hague

Sec A $221,760 24.09.93 00.09.96

The Hon N Blewitt London Sec A $221,760 21.04.94 21.05.98

The Hon K W Sibraa Harare Sec A $221,760 27.04.94 05.05.98

Mr J M Spender QC Paris SES Band 3.2 $152,201 07.10.96 29.10.00

Mr M E Baume New
York CG

SES Band 2.2 $126,835 21.10.96 01.08.01

The Hon A S Peacock
AC

Washingt
on

SES Band 3.3 $159,812 31.01.97 11.01.00

Mr D M Connolly Pretoria SES Band 2.2 $126,835* 28.05.98 12.07.02

The Hon R G Halverson
OBE

Dublin SES Band 2.2 $126,835* 20.01.99

Mr A C Rocher Los
Angeles

SES Band 2.2 $126,835* 29.11.00

* Current employees
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Question 23

All outcomes, output Enabling Services

Topic: Superannuation arrangements for ex-members of parliament appointed as
heads of mission.

Hansard page 428

Senator Faulkner asked:

What is the situation in relation to the parliamentary superannuation entitlements of
former members of parliament, federal and state, appointed as heads of mission?

Answer:

The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is not involved in or responsible for the
administration of superannuation entitlements to former federal or state
parliamentarians.

The Department of Finance and Administration has responsibility for these matters.
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Question 24

All outcomes, output Enabling Services

Topic: Mr Downer�s visit to Santiago in 2001

Hansard page 433

Senator Faulkner asked:

(1) When was the Embassy in Santiago informed that the Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Mr Downer, intended to visit in 2001?

 

(2) When was the post informed about any changes to the minister�s expected
arrival time in Santiago?

(a) Who made the telephone call to inform the post?
 

(b) Who received the telephone call informing the post?

(3) What did Mr Downer say to the ambassador about his not being physically
present to meet him at the appropriate time and place at the airport?

 

(4) What were the details of the minister�s program and itinerary for the visit?

(a) Which events and appointments was the minister scheduled to attend but
did not?

 

(b) What were their times and durations?
 

(c) How long, where and with whom did the minister play tennis during the
visit? What costs were incurred?

(5) When were official motorcades provided during the visit?  When were they not
provided?

 

(6) What transport was provided by the embassy for each of the minister�s
appointments and other activities during the visit?

 

(7) Is it true that at the conclusion of one official function the minister declined to
use a bus provided by the host authorities for him and other official visitors?  If
so, why, and what alternative method of transport was used by the minister?
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(8) What did the minister say to the ambassador when the embassy was unable to
provide transport for him?

 

(9) What performance appraisal ratings did Mr John Campbell receive when he was
ambassador in Geneva?

 

(10) When was Mr Campbell informed of the serious shortcomings in his
performance in Geneva identified during a post liaison visit?

Answers:

(1) The Embassy in Santiago was informed on 3 January 2001.
 

(2) The Post was informed on the morning of the Minister�s expected arrival, 28
March 2001.

(a) The Second Secretary, Buenos Aires, made the telephone call to inform
the post.

 

(b) The Second Secretary, Santiago, received the telephone call informing the
post.

(3) It is not appropriate to comment on the private conversations between the
Minister and his ambassadors.

 

(4) During his visit, Mr Downer attended the First Ministerial Meeting of the Forum
for East Asia Latin America Cooperation (FEALAC).  He also held bilateral
meetings with counterparts from Chile, Thailand, Laos, Mexico, Venezuela and
New Zealand.  Mr Downer also met President Lagos, Foreign Minister Soledad
Alvear, Vice Foreign Minister Munoz and the Economy Minister De Gregorio.
Mr Downer addressed the Chilean Federation of Industries (SOFOFA) and the
Chile Australia Chamber of Commerce.  He also visited a Hoyts complex and a
James Hardie manufacturing facility.

Mr Downer�s itinerary for the visit was to depart Buenos Aires on 28 March
2001 at 0825 on flight LH526, arriving in Santiago at 0935 and to depart
Santiago on 30 March at 2030 on flight LA481, arriving in Buenos Aires at
2325.

(a) The Minister attended all scheduled events and appointments.
 

(b) Not applicable, see response under 4(a) above.
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(c) The Minister played tennis at the Hyatt Hotel for an hour on each day of his
visit to Santiago with a member of his staff.  The hourly rate for hire of a
tennis court by a guest in the hotel currently is 2000 pesos (which is A$5).

(5) Official motorcades were provided for the purpose of taking the Minister to and
from the airport for the Minister�s arrival and departure from Santiago. Chilean
Ministry of Foreign Affairs buses with police escort were provided for the
President's dinner/reception on 28 March 2001 and for a conference dinner
hosted by Foreign Minister Alvear on 29 March 2001.  Motorcades were not
provided at any other time during the visit.

 

(6) For all appointments other than those listed in the preceding answer, the
Embassy provided transport in an official Embassy vehicle with the
Ambassador�s driver and hire van, following the standard practice for
Ministerial visits in preceding years.

 

(7) On one occasion, the Minister chose to use a taxi to transport him back to his
hotel.

 

(8) It is not appropriate to comment on the private conversations between the
Minister and his ambassadors.

(9) Mr Campbell�s rating in his last two years in Geneva was �satisfactory�, the
rating given to the lowest performing 15% of Ambassadors globally.

 

(10) Mr Campbell was informed of the shortcomings in his performance in Geneva
in a telephone conversation with Deputy Secretary Kim Jones on 11 March 1998
and again during the course of the PLV Team�s visit to Geneva (27 September
to 1 October 1998).  There were also discussions with the Secretary on his
return to Canberra and before his departure for Santiago.
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Question 25

All outcomes, all outputs

Topic: Portfolio Budget Statement

Hansard page 350

Senator Cook asked:

Could the department produce a one-page document making a like-to-like comparison
of appropriations to enable easier year-to-year comparison?

Answer:

See table on following page.



Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Committee
Answers to Questions On Notice

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Budget Estimates 2002 � 2003; June 2002

37

2001-02 2002-03
$�000 $�000

Appropriation at 2001/02 Budget 665,495 661,817

Within year forex 9,002 0
Forex rebasing 775 -5,956
Overseas inflation 6,259 12,736
Domestic inflation 0 2,868
Fuel excise / VAT adjustment for 2000-01 1,802 0
Transfer of funds to Attorney-General�s portfolio -102 -78
Transfer of funds from Austrade 116 116
Passports funding adjustment based on passport issues
2000-01

-1621 0

Funding for EFIC alliance costs 2,650 0
Correction: parameter adjustments 0 921
Nauru � funding for temporary presence 0 2,073
Increase in Berlin Chancery and residential rents 0 2,929
Increase in overseas market based rents 0 1,680
CUC adjustment -231 -131
Passport Biometric 0 3,020
Establishment of an Ambassador for People
Smuggling Issues

0 0

Adjustment Totals 18,650 20,178

Appropriation at 2002-03 Budget 684,145 681,995
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Question 26

All outcomes, all outputs

Topic: Foreign exchange adjustments

Hansard pages 364-5

Senator Hogg asked:

What are the levels of the department�s foreign exchange adjustments for the last three
years?

Answer:

DFAT�s foreign exchange variations are dealt with on a �no win, no loss� basis under
a resource agreement with the Department of Finance and Administration.  This
agreement is consistent with the Government�s recently announced decision on
foreign exchange risk management.  There are two types of adjustment for foreign
exchange variations.

Foreign exchange rebasing ensures spending power in target currencies is maintained
regardless of shifts in the Budget Exchange Rate between years.  If the Australian
dollar (AUD) Budget Exchange Rate against the target currency falls from one year to
the next, the appropriation is increased accordingly.  If the AUD rises above the
Budget Exchange Rate, the appropriation is reduced.  Foreign exchange adjustments
figures on a cumulative basis since 1999-2000 were:

1999-2000 $2.456m
2000-2001 - $8.944m
2001-2002 $13.861m

Within year foreign exchange adjustments cover the difference between the Budget
Exchange Rate and the rate at which transactions actually take place.
Supplementation is received when the AUD is below the Budget Exchange Rate and
funds are returned to the budget when the AUD is above the Budget Exchange Rate.

1999- 2000 - $6.824m
2000-2001 $19.530m*
2001-2002 $20.472m**
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*This amount was received in separate tranches.  A forward provision of $10.528m
was made in the appropriation for 2000-01.  Actual requirements exceeded this
amount, and a further amount of $9.002m was received in the 2001-02 appropriation
at Additional Estimates (AEs).
**This figure represents a forward provision based on requirements in 2000-01.  Due
to the appreciation of the AUD against the BER of most currencies in 2001-02, it is
expected that most of this amount will be returned to the budget.
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Question 1

Outcome 1

Topic: TradeStart Locations

Hansard Page: FAD&T 293

Senator Lundy asked:

1. Could you provide the Committee with the list detailing the 30 different
potential locations for TradeStart offices provided to the Minister for Trade?

Answer:

1. Please see below table detailing a complete list of potential locations for
TradeStart offices.  Further to the verbal statement by Austrade on 5 June 2002
(Transcript page FAD&T 293) that �there were something heading towards 30
different locations on that list�, the complete list included 23 potential locations.

State Potential New Location
NSW/ACT • Broken Hill

• Brookvale
• Dubbo
• Hornsby/Castle Hill
• Lismore
• Penrith
• Sutherland

Northern
Territory

• -

Queensland • Aspley
• Emerald/Mackay
• Maroochydore
• Springwood

South
Australia

• Onkaparinga
• Port Lincoln
• Salisbury

Tasmania • Burnie
Victoria • Geelong

• Moorabbin
• Swan Hill/Mildura
• Traralgon

Western • Bunbury
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Australia • Fremantle
National • Australian Wine

Export Council
(Adelaide)

• Horticulture Australia 
(Sydney)

TOTAL 23

Question 2

Outcomes 1 and 2

Topic: Budget

Hansard Page: FAD&T 294

Senator Lundy asked:

1. Could you confirm how much additional funding Austrade received in the last
financial year or in this current financial year for exchange rate movements?

Answer:

1. Austrade�s Resource Agreement with the Department of Finance provides that
Austrade�s real purchasing power is maintained, inter alia, by an adjustment for
movements in exchange rates.  The adjustment has two components:� one to
maintain purchasing power between financial years (transitional adjustment) and
is added to Austrade�s base funding; and one to maintain purchasing power
within a financial year (reimbursement) which is one off funding and not added
to the base funding.  Both of these adjustments are based on actual expenditure
and made retrospectively at both Budget and Additional Estimates.

In relation to 2002-03 the adjustments for exchange rate movements relate to:

• A transitional adjustment (reduction) based on expenditure from 1 July
2001 to
28 February 2002 of $2.059m,

• A reimbursement adjustment (addition) based on expenditure 1 July 2001
to
28 February 2002 of $0.049m, and

• A reimbursement adjustment (reduction) based on expenditure 1 July
2000 to
31 August 2001 of $5.169m for which funding was provided in 2001-02
and represents a reversal of one off funding.
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The balance of the $5.570m variation is made up of additional funds provided
for:

• Increase in the minimum EMDG grant - $0.400m
• Expansion and integration of Export Access and TradeStart - $0.733m
• Deflator adjustments for domestic and international movements - $2.790m
• Departmental equity injection for Zagreb - $0.050m.

Offset by reductions from:

• Capital Use Charge - $0.896m
• Efficiency Dividend - $1.468m.
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Question 3

Outcome 1

Topic: Doubling the number of Exporters

Hansard Page: FAD&T 297

Senator Lundy asked:

Could you provide the Committee with the annual goals for increasing the number of
export businesses?

Answer:

The Government�s goal is to double the number of Australian exporters by 2006.  The
Australian Bureau of Statistics estimated that Australia had around 25,000 exporters
in
2000-01.

The three-year Austrade Corporate Plan (2002-03 to 2004-05) identifies annual targets
in those years are as follows:

2002-03 2003-04 2004-05
28 500 32 200 39 000
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Question 4

Outcome 1

Topic: TradeStart Locations RFP Process

Hansard Page: FAD&T 301-303

Senator Lundy asked:

1. Could you provide the Committee with the full details of the selection
process?

2. Could you detail

what submitters of requests can expect in the process for both
circumstances whether they conform or do not conform to the evaluation
criteria and the details of the process from that point on?

Answers:

1. Under its trade policy �Australians Exporting to the World,� the Government
has committed to continue and expand the TradeStart Program until 30 June
2006 and provide for the opening of 10 new offices. The new offices are in
addition to the 24 existing TradeStart offices.

Austrade invited proposals from 75 organisations to deliver the TradeStart
program (including existing Service Providers under both the TradeStart and
Export Access Programs).

Austrade issued a Request for Proposal on 29 April 2002, with proposals to be
received by the closing date of 20 May.  The assessment process is still
continuing.

An external Probity Auditor was appointed in mid May.

The assessment process involves proposals being competitively ranked against
the selection criteria.

2. The selection process is continuing and some organisations may be offered
contracts and some may not.

A de-brief will be offered to all organisations which submitted proposals.
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Question 5

Outcome 1

Topic: EMDG

Hansard Page FAD&T 302

Senator Lundy asked:

1. Could you provide the Committee with the figures for the 2000-01 financial
year of:

a) the number of successful EMDG applicants;
b) the amount of money paid to successful EMDG applicants?

2. Could you provide the Committee with a table showing the breakdown of the
amounts granted in the 2000-01 financial year between zero and $10,000 and
between $10,000 and $50,000 tabulated into groups?

3. Could you provide the Committee with the figures, to the best of your ability,
for the current financial year to date of:

a) the number of successful EMDG applicants;
b) the amount of money paid or allocated to be paid to successful EMDG

applicants?

4. Could you provide the Committee with a table showing the breakdown of the
amounts granted in the current financial year to date between zero and $10,000
and between $10,000 and $50,000 tabulated into groups?

Answers:

1.a) The number of successful EMDG applicants for the 2000-01 financial year is
2,886.

1.b) The amount of money paid to successful EMDG applicants for the 2000-01
financial year is $134.6 million.
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Please see below table showing a full list of successful EMDG applicants in the
2000-01 financial year tabulated into groups.

2000/01 financial year payments
Amount Granted Recipients
$0 to $10,000 approved 449 (15% of total recipients)
$10,001 to $50,000 approved 1,524 (53% of total recipients)
$50,001 to $60,000 approved 163 (6% of total recipients)
$60,001 to $200,000 approved 750 (26% of total recipients)

3.a) The number of successful EMDG applicants for the current financial year to
date is 3,172.

3.b) The amount of money paid or allocated to be paid to successful EMDG
applicants for the current financial year is approximately $142.5 million.

4. Please see below table showing a full list of successful EMDG applicants in the
current financial year to date tabulated into groups.

Grant breakdown Payments
$0 to $10,000 approved 460 (14% of total recipients)
$10,001 to $50,000 approved 1,720 (54% of total recipients)
$50,001 to $60,000 approved 180 (6% of total recipients)
$60,001 to $200,000 approved 840 (26% of total recipients)
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Question 6

Outcome 1

Topic: Austrade Relocation

Hansard Page FAD&T 307-08

Senator Lundy asked:

1. Can you provide the Committee with the total amount of rent that Austrade
paid in the RG Casey building, and any associated parking per annum since
1998 and indicate the difference when the building was sold?

2. Can you provide the Committee with the details of the costs and associated
costs of Austrade�s relocation?

3. Are the savings over ten years more than the costs involved in embarking on
this move?  This includes the associated IT costs and telecommunications costs
� any variable as a result of the move or as a result of having moved.

Answers

1. Rents paid by Austrade since 1998 including storage and parking were as
follows;

1997/98 (Jan-June 1998) $   684,634
1998/99 $1,369,268
1999/20 $1,369,268
2000/01 $1,379,363
2001/02 $1,460,985

The sale of the building resulting in a new lease from 25 April 1998 did not
result in an increase in rent.

2. The total budgeted costs of the relocation and fit-out were based on
professionally estimated benchmark figures for Government Agency relocations
within Canberra. This amounted to $2.7million. However, because Austrade�s
Information Technology Centre is atypical, in that it services not only Canberra,
but also Austrade�s global communication network, an additional contingency
of $0.5million was included in the discounted cash flow calculations to cover
this.
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3. After allowing for all costs of refitting the new premises and relocation, it is
expected that Austrade will be able to save several million dollars over the
period of the lease.
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Question 7

Outcomes 1 & 2

Topic: Executive Appointments

Hansard Page FAD&T 308-09

Senator Lundy asked:

1. What experience does the new Managing Director have in exporter assistance
and overseas trade promotion?

2. How many applicants were interviewed for the position of Managing Director?

3. Was the successful applicant for the position of Managing Director from the
prepared short list of applicants?

Answers:

1. Mr O'Byrne has had extensive overseas business experience in Asian, Australian
and European markets where he has worked as a senior executive in the
consumer goods, health care, pharmaceuticals and building materials industries.
Export and trade experience was gained during appointments in Jakarta,
Singapore, London and Sydney.

He was formerly the Regional Director of Reckitt & Colman business in Asia,
based in Singapore responsible for 14 countries and 9 operating units with sales
at retail level of $300 million. He transformed the region from independent local
businesses to a growing regional operation focused on world wide strategies.
Other roles he undertook in the world-wide consumer goods company included
the international strategy and brand planning function based in London. As
Managing Director for R&C Pharmaceuticals Australia from 1990-1995 Mr
O'Byrne's responsibilities included selling and marketing of 30 consumer
brands, three factories, export to the Pacific region and licensee arrangements
for other multinationals.

During his immediate past role as Managing Director of Australian Hearing, the
organisation had cooperative arrangements with Indonesia and China as well as
interests in the joint venture hearing aid design company with Bernafon of
Switzerland and the Cooperative Research Centre for Cochlear Inplants and
Hearing Aids.
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Mr O'Byrne has also had significant involvement in incorporating industry
associations, including as a Director of the World Federation of Proprietary
Medicine Manufacturers, and a Director of the Grocery Manufacturers of
Australia Ltd.

2. The Panel interviewed seven candidates for the position of Managing Director.

3. The successful applicant for the position of Managing Director was from the
prepared short list of applicants.
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Question 8

Outcomes 1 & 2

Topic: Argentine Financial Crisis

Hansard Page FAD&T 310

Senator O�Brien asked:

1. Please provide a report on the effects of the Argentine financial crisis on
Austrade operations in South America or Latin America during the current
financial year, detailing:

a) changes to staffing levels or movement of staff;
b) changes in financial commitment; and
c) changes in the number of companies serviced

Answer:

1.a) Changes to staffing levels or movement of staff

Austrade staffing levels in Latin America have remained constant throughout the
2001/2002 financial year.

1.b) Changes in financial commitment

Austrade�s overall financial commitment to Latin America has remained constant over
the period.

1.c) Changes in the number of companies serviced

The number of Australian companies receiving Austrade services has increased for the
Latin American region over this financial year by approximately 15%.
Increases have occurred at all posts, except in Buenos Aires where there has
been a 30% decline due to the economic situation.
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Question 1
Topic: HIV/AIDS
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 439.
Senator Payne asked whether Australia was already providing financial support to the
secretariat of the Coalition of Asia Pacific Region Networks on HIV/AIDS.

Answer: A payment of AUD100,000 was made to UNAIDS on 19 February 2002 for
secretariat support to the Coalition of Asia Pacific Regional Networks on HIV/AIDS.
This is the first of three annual payments.  Total funds of AUD300,000 over three
years will support the secretariat in their efforts to mobilise resources and scale-up
their activities across the region, with particular attention to the networks in the
Pacific.

Question 2
Topic: HIV/AIDS Vietnam
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 440.
Senator Payne asked �in the discussions (ie: during the bilateral human rights dialogue
with Vietnam) in relation to the position of women in Vietnam and human rights
issues more broadly, was that impact of HIV/AIDS on them and their families part of
that discussion?�

Answer:  No.  This was the first such human rights dialogue with Vietnam, and one of
the few human rights dialogues that Vietnam conducts.  As such the agenda and
discussion was relatively broad, with confidence building a key objective.  A further
dialogue has been agreed, and we anticipate that there may be scope to address
specific issues such as HIV/AIDS as increased confidence in the process allows a
more focussed approach to the dialogue in the future.

Question 3
Topic: Official Development Assistance
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 440.
Senator Hogg requested a breakdown of the Table 6 figure for Other ODA of $238.4
million.

Answer: See attached table (Attachment A).
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Other Government Departments' ODA Estimates
Aid Budget Statement: Table 1

Department Purpose Estimat
es

2002-03
($m)

AG'S AFP contribution to UN operations in East Timor 26.30

DIMIA Unauthorised boat arrivals (Third countries) (ODA
component)

116.67

Other Other aid flows 0.09

Total OGD
Expenditure

143.06

Other Government Departments' ODA Estimates
Aid Budget Statement: Table 6

Department Purpose Estimat
es

2002-03
($m)

ABS Training/technical assistance 0.03

AFFA Contribution to the Food and Agricultural
Organisation (52.8%)

5.43

Training/technical assistance 0.87
Total 6.30

AG'S AFP contribution to UN operations in East Timor 26.30
AFP training/technical assistance in Indonesia 1.50
Other training/technical assistance 2.47
Total 30.27
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DCITA Contribution to the International Telecommunications
Union (17.5%)

0.97

Training/technical assistance 0.26
Total 1.23

Defence Contribution to UNOMOZ (Mozambique) 0.20
Technical assistance in Vanuatu 0.30
Peace monitoring in PNG (Bougainville) 20.00
Total 20.50

DEST Contribution to the Commonwealth Scientific Council 0.45
Contributions to the International Atomic Energy
Agency

0.34

Training/technical assistance 1.52
Total 2.31

DEWR Contribution to the International Labour Organisation
(15.4%)

1.12

DFAT Contribution to the UN Organisation (11.5%) 4.09
Contribution to UNESCO (25.0%) 2.54
Contribution to the International Atomic Energy
Agency

6.18

Other UN affiliated organisations 0.44
Peace monitoring in Solomon Islands 2.50
Peace monitoring in PNG (Bougainville) 1.00
Total 16.76

DIMIA Unauthorised boat arrivals (Third countries) (ODA
component)

116.67

Refugee Return Fund for Afghanistan Government 10.00
Contribution to UNHCR Indonesian activities 4.31
Contribution for displaced Afghan and Iraqi refugees 5.24
Total 136.22

DITR Training/technical assistance 0.96

DOTARS Training/technical assistance 0.04

EA Contribution to the World Meteorological Organisation
(3.3%)

0.04

Contribution to the World Heritage Fund (UNESCO)
(25.0%)

0.03

Training/technical assistance 1.37
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Total 1.44

FACS Technical assistance 1.09

Health Contribution to the World Health Organisation
(75.4%)

8.45

Contribution to the International Agency for Research
on Cancer (75.4%)

1.27

Training/technical assistance 0.62
Total 10.34

RBA Training/technical assistance 0.19

Treasury ADB General Capital Increase 4.66
IMF Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility 2.50
OECD Outreach Program 0.20
Total 7.36

State
Governments

Training/technical assistance 2.20

Total OGD
Expenditure

238.35

Percentage in bracket refers to the portion of organisational contribution that is ODA eligible, as determined by the
DAC.

Other Government Departments' ODA Estimates
Aid Budget Statement: Table 6

Department Purpose Estimat
es

Estimat
es

2001-
02

2002-
03

($m) ($m)

ABS Training/technical assistance 0.03 0.03

AFFA Contribution to the Food and Agricultural
Organisation (52.8%)

5.46 5.43

Training/technical assistance 0.87 0.87
Total 6.33 6.30
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AG'S AFP contribution to UN operations in East Timor 20.59 26.30
AFP peace monitoring in Solomon Islands 3.73 0.00
AFP training/technical assistance in Indonesia 0.23 1.50
Other training/technical assistance 2.42 2.47
Total 26.97 30.27

DCITA Contribution to the International
Telecommunications Union (17.5%)

0.97 0.97

Training/technical assistance 0.26 0.26
Total 1.23 1.23

Defence Contribution to UNOMOZ (Mozambique) 0.20 0.20
Technical assistance in Vanuatu 0.30 0.30
Assistance for East Timor 2.75 0.00
Peace monitoring in Solomon Islands 0.80 0.00
Peace monitoring in PNG (Bougainville) 20.00 20.00
Total 24.05 20.50

DEST Contribution to the Commonwealth Scientific
Council

0.45 0.45

Contributions to the International Atomic Energy
Agency

0.34 0.34

Training/technical assistance 1.50 1.52
Total 2.29 2.31

DEWR Contribution to the International Labour
Organisation (15.4%)

1.12 1.12

DFAT Contribution to the UN Organisation (11.5%) 4.09 4.09
Contribution to UNESCO (25.0%) 2.54 2.54
Contribution to the International Atomic Energy
Agency

6.18 6.18

Other UN affiliated organisations 0.44 0.44
Peace monitoring in Solomon Islands 2.50 2.50
Peace monitoring in PNG (Bougainville) 1.05 1.00
Debt relief to Egypt 15.23 0.00
Total 32.04 16.76

DIMIA Unauthorised boat arrivals (Third countries) (ODA
component)

102.45 116.67

Refugee Return Fund for Afghanistan Government 0.00 10.00
Contribution to UNHCR Indonesian activities 3.04 4.31
Contribution for displaced Afghan and Iraqi 5.13 5.24
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refugees
Regional other 2.50 0.00
Total 113.12 136.22

DITR Training/technical assistance 0.93 0.96

DOTARS Training/technical assistance 0.04 0.04

EA Contribution to the World Meteorological
Organisation (3.3%)

0.04 0.04

Contribution to the World Heritage Fund
(UNESCO) (25.0%)

0.03 0.03

Training/technical assistance 1.33 1.37
Total 1.40 1.44

FACS Technical assistance 0.39 1.09

Health Contribution to the World Health Organisation
(75.4%)

8.45 8.45

Contribution to the International Agency for
Research on Cancer (75.4%)

1.27 1.27

Training/technical assistance 0.61 0.62
Total 10.33 10.34

RBA Training/technical assistance 0.19 0.19

Treasury ADB General Capital Increase 6.61 4.66
MIGA General Capital Increase 2.40 0.00
IMF Poverty Reduction and Growth Facility 2.50 2.50
OECD Outreach Program 0.20 0.20
Total 11.70 7.36

State
Governments

Training/technical assistance 2.87 2.20

Total OGD
Expenditure

235.03 238.35

Percentage in bracket refers to the portion of organisational contribution that is ODA eligible, as determined by the DAC.
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Question 4
Topic: Other Government Departments Unallocated Aid
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 440.
Senator Hogg requested a breakdown of the Table 1 figure for ODG Unallocated of
$143.1 million.

Answer: See attached table (Attachment B).
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Question 5
Topic: Official Development Assistance
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 442.
Senator Hogg requested a copy of the DAC guidelines on ODA classification.

Answer: See attached document (Attachment C).
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Question 6
Topic: Afghanistan
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 443.
Senator Hogg requested a table comparing Australia�s commitment to Afghanistan
with commitments of other donors at the recent donors conference in Japan.

Answer: The following table represents pledges made by countries at or immediately
following the International Conference on reconstruction assistance to Afghanistan,
held in Tokyo in January 2002. Pledges made by non-OECD countries at the meeting
are not included as the ODA eligibility of such pledges cannot be determined. The
nature of each donor�s respective aid flows (grants, loans, technical assistance etc) has
also not been identified.

The pledges may or may not ultimately be provided by donors. It should be noted that
Australia�s pledge of AUD$17m at the Tokyo Conference was in addition to the
AUD$23.3 million already committed in September and November last year. Since
the Tokyo Conference, Australia has committed a further AUD$2.13 million to
Afghanistan. Over 85% of this AUD$43.43 million commitment (over AUD$38
million) has already been disbursed.

Donor Amount (approx. USD) Period of Pledge
Asian Development Bank $500m 2002 - mid 2004
Australia $10m 2002
Canada $62m 2002
European Union $495m 2002
Germany $283m 2002-2006
Japan $500m 2002 - mid 2004
Norway $40m 2002
Spain $100m 2002 - 2007
Switzerland $20m 2002-2004
United Kingdom $288m 2002 - 2007
United States $296.8m 2002
World Bank $500m 2002 - mid 2004
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Question 7
Topic: UNHCR Internally Displaced Persons and Refugees
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, pp445-446.
Senator McKiernan requested a specific reference(s) publication for UNHCR figures
on numbers of IDPs and refugees.

Answer: UNHCR�s Global Appeal for 2002, available under the Publications Section
at www.unhcr.ch,  provides data on what are termed �Populations of Concern to
UNHCR�.  These are broken up into the following categories: Refugees; Asylum
seekers; Returnees; Stateless Persons; Internally Displaced Persons; Returned IDPs;
and Others of Concern.  Pp13-15 specify the figures.  Note that UNHCR deals with
only a small percentage of the total number of IDPs.  The most reputable source for
IDP numbers is the Global IDP Project  at www.idpproject.org and UNHCR referred
AusAID to this site when asked for IDP figures.

There are also 3.8 million displaced Palestinians who fall under the mandate of the
UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA).



Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Committee
Answers to Questions On Notice

Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID)
Budget Estimates 2002 � 2003; June 2002

62

Question 8
Topic: Internally Displaced Persons and Refugees
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 446.
Senator McKiernan requested data on trends in IDP and refugee numbers over the last
five years (later discussion indicated that these figures should also be provided by
region, especially for our region).

Answer:

Refugees

Refugee figures, as categorised by UNHCR, for the last five years

Region     1998     1999     2000     2001     2002

Africa 3,484,200 3,481,700 3,264,560 3,516,450 3,604,315
Asia/Pacific 4,804,800 4,801,400 4,291,140 4,326,920 5,161,933
Europe 3,100,100 2,940,700 3,202,030 3,133,570 2,715,167
Americas    749,800    751,700    733,980    710,680    666,602
Total        12,138,900     11,975,500       11,491,710      11,697,620      12,148,017

Refugees by region as % of total UNHCR refugee category

Region     1998     1999     2000     2001     2002

Africa       29       29      29      30      30
Asia/Pacific       39       40      37      38        42
Europe       26       25      28      26       22
Americas         6         6        6        6        6

    100     100    100    100    100

Total population of concern to UNHCR (including refugees) for last five years:

Region     1998     1999     2000     2001     2002

Africa 7,005,600 7,385,100 6,276,450 6,196,620 5,317,893
Asia/Pacific 7,331,800 7,536,500 5,904,420 6,011,260 7,340,879
Europe 5,436,900 6,056,500 7,870,880 8,732,530 6,846,404
Americas 1,375,600 1,398,200 1,407,800 1,344,980 1,620,784
Total           21,149,900      22,376,300      21,459,550      22,335,390      21,125,960
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All categories by region (refugees and other populations of concern) as % of total
population of concern to UNHCR

Region 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

Africa 34 33 30 28 25
Asia/Pacific    34 33 28 27 35
Europe 26 28 36 39 32
Americas 6          6          6          6          8

100 100 100 100 100

UNHCR Financial Requirements by region (for all categories of populations of
concern) as % of UNHCR�s Global Appeal for Programmed Activities*

Region   1998   1999     2000     2001     2002

Africa      47     36        35        38        39
Asia/Pacific          16     15        16        15        16
Europe      21     27        32        26        21
Americas        1       3          3          3          3
Global and
 Headquarters      13     19        14        18         21

   100   100      100      100       100

Excludes UNHCR special funding mechanisms such as the Operational Reserve and
Junior Professional Officers Program.

IDPs: In comparison to refugee figures, IDP figures are even more fluid and difficult
to calculate.  Estimates by the Global IDP Project, based on displacement in 47
countries, suggest there were 25 million IDPs as of January 2001.  Regional figures
are as follows:

Africa 13.5 million
Middle East   1.5 million
Asia and Pacific   4.5 million
Europe   3.6 million
Americas   2.2 million

Numbers change frequently, perhaps on a weekly basis in conflict prone countries, as
large numbers of people alternatively flee attack and return home.  Classification is
also difficult.

In 2002, the Global IDP Project plans to produce a second edition of �Internally
Displaced People:  A Global Survey� to bring together information on internal
displacement in countries for the past five years.
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Question 9
Topic: UNHCR Australian Contributions
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 448.
Senator McKiernan requested financial details of Australia�s core and non-core
contributions to UNHCR, in real 2002 dollar terms, over the last seven years.

Answer:
Australia�s Contributions to UNHCR
1995/96 $ million

Core contribution 13.500
Former Yugoslavia UN consolidated interagency appeal 1.500
Rwanda health project 0.800
Assistance for Rwandan refugees 1.700
Repatriation of Ethiopian refugees from Sudan 1.316
TOTAL 18.816

Constant 2001-02 price 21.125
1996/97

Core contribution 13.500
Assistance to refugees in the former Yugoslavia 1.000
Rwandan repatriation program 1.000
Human rights monitors for Rohingyan refugees 0.300
Repatriation program for Ethiopian refugees from Sudan 0.785
TOTAL 19.000

Constant 2001-02 price 20.867
1997/98

Core contribution 13.500
Burma (Repatriation of  Refugees to Rhakine State) 0.200
Cambodia (Repatriation of  Refugees from Thailand) 0.500
TOTAL 14.200

Constant 2001-02 price 15.372
1998/99

Core contribution 13.700
Kosovo 3.500
Sri Lanka (Quick Impact Projects for IDP�s in Jaffna) 1.000
Cambodia (repatriation of Refugees from Thailand) 0.500
Burma (Rhakine State) 0.300
TOTAL 19.000

Constant 2001-02 price 20.484
1999/2000

Core contribution 13.900
East and West Timor 8.200
South West Asia appeal 1.500
Sri Lanka community resettlement 0.315
TOTAL 23.915
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Constant 2001-02 price 25.293

2000/2001
Core contribution 14.300
East Timor Shelter Program 1.000
South West Asia appeal 2.500
Thai Burma border 0.400
Burma (Reintegration of refugees in Nth Rakhine) 0.500
Sri Lanka community resettlement 0.350
TOTAL 19.050

Constant 2001-02 price 19.317
2001/2002

Core contribution 14.300
Donor Alert for Afghans in Afghanistan & neighbouring
Countries

4.000

Afghan Forum 0.158
Developing sustainable solutions for displaced Afghans 7.000
Establishment of Port Moresby Office 0.150
Indonesia Socialisation of durable solutions for refugees 0.184
TOTAL 25.790

In 2001-2002, $3 million was also allocated from the joint DIMIA/AusAID program
for UNHCR�s global resettlement function.

In addition, from 1998/99-2000/01 AusAID has provided $2.7 million in funding to
Red R Australia to supply engineers and technical staff at short notice for UNHCR
emergency operations.  The contract, for $990,000 annually, has been extended until
October 2002.
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Question 10
Topic: UNHCR Spending in Region
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 449.
Senator McKiernan requested detail on the 16% of UNHCR funding that is spent on
our region.

Answer: UNHCR�s total financial requirement for programmed activities in calendar
year 2002 is US$763,278,382 (excludes special funding mechanisms such as the
Operational Reserve and Junior Professional Officers Program).  Requirements for the
Asia-Pacific region in 2002 are as follows:

    USD
Middle East US$16,573,795
South West Asia US$59,819,197
Central Asia US$6,797,099
South Asia US$21,760,403
East Asia and the Pacific US$17,988,943

Details of the individual country programs are contained in the UNHCR 2002 Global
Appeal document.
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Question 11
Topic: UNHCR Donor Contributions
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 449.
Senator McKiernan requested details of other OECD donor contributions to UNHCR.
This should include a breakdown by donors for core funding and earmarked funding.

Answer: The following table lists contributions to UNHCR by OECD donors.  These
figures are from UNHCR�s website at http://www.unhcr.org/ .  Unfortunately
UNHCR does not include a breakdown by donor for core funding and earmarked
funding.

2002 Donors to UNHCR over US$100,000 as of 19 July 2002

Donor Income (USD)
Government of the United States of
America

216,107,582.00

Government of Japan 92,347,520.00
Government of the Netherlands 48,965,569.00
Government of Sweden 41,594,211.00
European Commission 26,722,152.00
Government of Norway 26,273,063.00
Government of Denmark 23,022,251.00
Government of the United Kingdom 18,571,429.00
Government of Germany 18,021,368.00
Government of Australia 13,627,791.00
Government of Italy 12,219,123.00
Government of Switzerland 11,838,575.00
Government of Canada 10,947,765.00
Government of Finland 9,945,358.00
Government of Ireland 5,875,819.00
Government of France 4,416,893.00
Government of Belgium 2,667,704.00
Government of Spain 2,092,847.00
Government of New Zealand 1,250,885.00
Government of the Republic of Korea 1,193,572.00
Government of Luxembourg 654,649.00
Government of Austria 239,897.00
Government of Turkey 150,000.00



Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Committee
Answers to Questions On Notice

Australian Agency for International Development (AusAID)
Budget Estimates 2002 � 2003; June 2002

68

In addition the following donors' contributions are pending formalization/confirmation
of earmarking:

Donor Contribution (USD)
Government of Switzerland 2,976,190.00
Government of the United Kingdom 1,428,571.00
Government of Luxembourg 872,864.00
European Commission 835,677.00
Government of Italy 644,630.00
Government of Sweden 375,588.00
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Question 12
Topic: Australian Funding for UNDP and WFP
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 450.
Senator McKiernan requested details of Australian funding, both core and non-core,
for UNDP and WFP over the last five years.

Answer: Expenses to WFP from 1 Jul 97 to 30 Jun 02 total around A$507 million -
these expenses include contributions other than just food aid.  Expenses per FY ($m)
are:

FY Core Non-core Total

97 / 98 50.2 56.9 107.1

98 / 99 41.8 63.4 105.2

99 / 00 42.5 52.4 94.9

00 / 01 43.7 66.8 110.5

01 / 02 44.3 45.7 90

Totals 222.5 285.2 507.7

Contributions to UNDP from 1 Jul 97 to 30 Jun 02 total around A$109 million.
Expenditure per FY ($m) is:

FY     Core      Non-core         Total

97 / 98       6.5                      4.6          11.1

98 / 99       6.7                                24.4                      31.1

99 / 00       6.8                    13.3          20.1

00 / 01       7.0                    17.8           24.8

01 / 02       7.0                    14.5           21.5

Totals       34.0                    74.6                     108.6
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Note:  The non core figures for 1998/99 to 2001/02 are based on a comprehensive
manual search and analysis of the AusAID data system and cover all joint UNDP �
AusAID projects, AusAID funding to UNDP designed and managed projects or
activities, UNDP administered Trust Funds (which UNDP report on) and AusAID
funding to projects undertaken by UNDP on behalf of another UN agency.

Question 13
Topic: Multilateral Development Banks
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 452. Senator McKiernan asked for a breakdown of
funding to multilateral development banks over a period of time sufficient to offer a
comparative analysis.

Answer:

Question 14
Topic: Ministerial Conference on HIV/AIDS
Senate Hansard 6 June 2002, page 389. Senator Payne asked if Vietnam participated
in the ministerial conference on HIV/AIDS late in 2001.

Answer: Yes

Table 1. Australia's Contribution to the Multilateral Development Banks*
1997-98 1998-99 1999-2000 2000-01 2001-02 (est)

($A Million) ($A Million) ($A Million) ($A Million) ($A Million)
ADF (Asian Development Bank) (1) 107.8 113.8 106.0 120.2 112.0
IDA (World Bank) (2) 121.5 115.5 118.1 113.4 135.1
Total 229.3 229.3 224.1 233.6 247.1

* Figures for MDBs are calculated on a cash basis
(1) The Asian Development Fund is the concessional lending window of the Asian Development Bank.
(2) The International Development Association is the concessional lending window of the World Bank.
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