Senate Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Committee

ANSWERS TO QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade

Budget estimates 2000–2001, 31 May 2000


Question 1

Outcome 1, output 1.1.1 and output 1.2.1

Topic: Tibet

Hansard page 283

Senator Cook asked:

Who did the officer from the Embassy meet on his recent visit to Tibet?

Answer:

During a visit to Tibet in the first half of May 2000, an officer from the Embassy in Beijing met representatives of the following organisations:

Tibet Autonomous Region (TAR) Department of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation; TAR Education Commission; TAR Health Bureau; TAR Poverty Alleviation Office; Shigatse Prefecture People's Political Consultative Conference; Dongga Township Party Secretary (Shigatse Prefecture); Chamtse Village Chief and villagers (Shigatse Prefecture); Lhoka Prefecture Education Commission; Lhoka Prefecture Health Bureau; Sangri County Government (Lhoka Prefecture); Tunga Village officials and villagers (Lhoka Prefecture); Nagchu Prefecture Department of Foreign Trade and Economic Cooperation; Nagchu Prefecture Education Commission; Amdo County Government (Nagchu Prefecture); Amdo County Education Office (Nagchu Prefecture); Natse Township officials (Nagchu Prefecture); Various schools and hospitals in the above prefectures; Various foreign NGOs involved in humanitarian work

Question 2

Outcome 1, output 1.1.1 and 1.2.1

Topic: Australia-Japan Foundation

Hansard page 299-300

Senator Hogg asked:

(a) What is the level of funding for the Australia-Japan Foundation in 2000–01?

(b) Has the overall level of funding for the Australia-Japan Foundation changed since it was established in 1976?

Answer:

(a) The projected departmental allocation for 2000–01 is $2,390,000.  This consists of Australia Japan Fund (projects) moneys of $915,000 and running costs of $1,475,000. The overall projected allocation for 2000/2001 is lower than the previous financial year because foreign exchange (forex) adjustments have not yet been applied, as in the past, to running costs (last financial year this amounted to $55,000). After consultation with the Department of Finance and Administration it was agreed that this would be assessed at the conclusion of the financial year using true, rather than estimated, figures. Any funding adjustment will be made during the portfolio additional estimates process.

(b) The Australia-Japan Foundation Act 1976 (the Act) establishes the Australia-Japan Fund to support performance of the Foundation’s functions. Fund money is treated differently from running costs (see separate section). Across the board funding cuts and application of the 1% efficiency dividends have reduced the $1,000,000 base for the Fund. Following discussion with the Department of Finance and Administration, it has been agreed that parameter adjustments (already applied to running costs) would be applied to the Fund from 2000–01. (Parameter adjustments are wage indexation estimates combining Treasury measured underlying inflation and a safety net adjustment.) These adjustments will rebuild the Fund to $1 million over a period of years. 

The Fund, however, has also not been subject to forex adjustments although a large proportion of the Fund is generally spent in Japan. The decline of the Australian dollar against the Japanese yen has therefore impacted on spending power.

· 1980–1982 (3 years) where the value of the $A was well above $1 = Yen 250;

· 1983–1984 (2 years) where the $A stayed above Yen 200;

· 1985–1991 (7 years) where the $A fell quickly to the Yen 100 range and hovered between Yen 115 to Yen 100; and

· 1992 to date (8 years) where the $A has been below Yen 100 (and as low as 61.36 –today’s rate)

The following table outlines Australia-Japan Fund (projects) funding for the period since the establishment of the Foundation and the Fund

Australia-Japan Fund (Projects)



Year
Appropriation
Comments

1975/76
100,000
Establishment of Foundation.

1976/77
150,000
Setting up of activities.



1977-78
500,000
Creation of Australian secretariat to implement



1978-79
500,000
Build up of Fund


1979-80
535,000



1980-81
1,000,000
Creation of Tokyo secretariat

1981-82 
1,000,000


1982-83
900,000
Reduction due to unspent funds from previous year

1983-84
925,000
Reduction due to unspent funds from previous year

1984-85
1,000,000


1985-86
968,000
Reduction due to across the board government sector cuts - 3.2%

1986-87
968,000


1987-88
968,000


1988-89
968,000


1989-90
968,000


1990-91
968,000


1991-92
968,000


1992-93
968,000


1993-94
968,000


1994-95
968,000


1995-96
968,000


1996-97
939,000
Introduction of 1% efficiency dividend

1997-98
930,000


1998-99
921,000


1999-00
912,000


2000-01
915,000
Introduction of parameter adjustments

2001-02
920,000
Estimated

2002-03
934,000
Estimated

2003/04
948,000
Estimated

Running costs: Under the terms of the Australia-Japan Foundation Act 1976, Australia-Japan Fund moneys “can be applied only in the payment of amounts properly payable by the Foundation in the performance of its functions, otherwise than in respect of general administrative expenses”.

Running costs in support of Foundation activity have been subject to forex and parameter adjustments (including salary costs) and have been adjusted to suit changing Foundation circumstances and the Government accounting environment. The Department of Administrative Services, for instance, paid rental connected with the Foundation’s Sydney and Tokyo secretariat offices until the offices were co-located with the Australian Embassy in Tokyo and the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in the late 1980s. Devolved funding has subsequently been provided for rental purposes as part of the commercialisation of the Commonwealth owned estate.

Since 1998/99 significant upward adjustments have been made to take into account devolution of Comcover ($109,994), rental on Commonwealth owned estate ($486,852), and new government budgeting processes involving $102,000 (Capital Usage Charges), agency banking etc.
A table relating to running costs, drawn from Foundation financial statements, follows
Australia - Japan Foundation - Running Costs


Appropriations
Rent, Furniture & Fittings (See explanatory notes below)


Estimated Expenditure (See explanatory   notes below)
Total amounts

Year
Salaries
Rent


Running

 Costs


Estimated Expenditure 
Total Appropriations

 


1976-77






1)   67,171
67,171

1977-78






1)  163,063
163,063

1978-79






1) 399,749
399,749

1979-80
189,663


89,619
279,282
2) 113,639

392,921

1980-81
236,861


96,840
333,701
2)   63,111

396,812

1981-82 
305,728


100,073
405,801
2) 141,946

547,747

1982-83
319,231

104,262

423,493
2) 134,424

557,927

1983-84
327,033

116,234

443,267
183,850

627,117

1984-85
402,124

124,597

526,721
221,391

748,112

1985-86
444,667

153,829

598,496
287,760

886,256

1986-87
540,646

238,444

779,090
286,688

1,065,778

1987-88
623,931

272,809

896,740
479,049

1,375,789

1988-89
332,851

189,219

522,070
304,100

826,170

1989-90
325,489

188,589

514,078
Notes 3) &4)

251,686

765,764 

1990-91
334,814

183,483

518,297
7)

518,297

1991-92
369,892

172,609

542,501
7)

542,501

1992-93
619,839

169,213

789,052
7)

789,052

1993-94
685,006

241,314

926,320
7)

926,320

1994-95
525,087

322,308

847,395
7)

847,395

1995-96
506,090

241,861

747,951
7)

747,951

1996-97
8) 361,871

190,263

576,050
7)

576,050

1997-98
463,806
5) 228,758
190,263

1,035,538


1,035,538

1998-99
566,678
205,558
332,101

1,104,337


1,104,337

1999-00
9) 715,850
6) 486,853
330,297

1,533,000


1,533,000

2000-01
9) 559,000
486,853
429,147

1,475,000


1,475,000











It should be noted that since the Foundation joined the Foreign Affairs and 









Trade Portfolio, secretariat salaries and common services have been provided free of charge.









Note 1
Setting up period (estimated expenditure by PM&C and other departments – includes furniture and fittings provided by Department of Administrative Services)

Note 2
Rent, furniture and fittings provided by Department of Administrative Services

Note 3
Office space and residence Tokyo paid by DFAT, during relocation process

Note 4
Commencement of relocation period, co-located with Embassy in Tokyo and DFAT in Canberra

Note 5
1997-98 commencement of accrual budgeting and rent included in appropriations

Note 6
Appropriation includes rent increases, Comcover, CUC, forex

Note 7
Director position Tokyo temporarily vacant for 6 months

Note 8 
Accommodation, Tokyo and Canberra, in Australian Embassy and Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade – rent and utilities regarded as unidentifiably merged within Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade’s finance portfolio.

Note 9
Estimate only

Question 3

Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.2 and 1.2.2

Topic: UNTAET assistance for harvesting of the coffee crop in East Timor

Hansard page 307

Senator Payne asked:

There is some concern amongst Australians working in East Timor about addressing the harvesting of the current coffee crop and whether UNTAET is assisting local East Timorese in that process. Are we aware of this issue and have we had any involvement in that?

Answer: 

Problems with the current coffee harvest in East Timor are more to do with the processing of the crop to acceptable standards of quality than with the harvesting of the crop. This is not a new development: the situation predated the UN Transitional Administration in East Timor’s (UNTAET) arrival. Processing equipment is not widely available, and intricate procedures are involved in processing coffee cherries by hand. To assist with coffee processing, UNTAET has had an expert in the field advising coffee farmers on the best methods for hand processing. While coffee in East Timor has traditionally been grown by individual small holders, UNTAET has also been trying to encourage farmers to form cooperatives in order to make more efficient use of existing facilities and new investment opportunities. Another factor is that the state of rural roads has made transportation problematic. UNTAET has also assisted by ensuring the repair of roads in some coffee-growing areas. Current world coffee prices may not be particularly high, but East Timor may have something of a niche market in an organic product. 

In the longer term, the coffee industry in East Timor will need investment, management and marketing expertise. Other international donors are already assisting. USAID was the key donor in the coffee industry prior to the August 1999 ballot. In May, AusAID funded a number of workshops in Dili on small-scale agriculture, including a workshop specifically on coffee. We expect proposals to emerge from the workshops, based on small-scale community based production, including in the coffee sector. The proposals will be referred to AusAID’s agricultural project mission for consideration. The mission will visit East Timor in July/August 2000.
Question 4

Outcome 1, output 1.1.2 and 1.2.2

Topic: Development Aid and Humanitarian programs in Burma

Hansard page 313-314

Senator Schacht asked:

In addition to Australia, are there any development aid or other humanitarian programs being carried out by OECD countries in Burma?

Answer:

Yes, DFAT is aware of at least five other OECD countries providing donor training programs in Burma. See attached table.

BURMA—CURRENT DONOR TRAINING PROGRAMS 

DONOR ORIGIN
 LOCATION
NOMS FROM
 DURATION
LEVEL
LANG TRAIN’G
No. F/SHIPS 1998/99

JAPAN: Monbusho (Embassy recs)
Japan
Education Ministry
1-4 years
P/grad, Voc, U/grad, Lang
NO
18

JAPAN: Uni recommended
Japan
Public
1-4 years
P/grad U/grad

3

JAPAN: In-country (Project related)
Burma
Sing/P’pines
Projects
Short-term
Technical
NO
118

FRANCE: Medical (doctors/nurses)
France/Burma
Medical Institutes
3 months-2 years
Professional
YES
26

FRANCE: Research Grants
France
Dept Higher Edu’n

P/grad
YES
6

FRANCE: Language Training
France
Uni Foreign Lang
3 months-2 years
Technical
YES
6

GERMANY: No details available







NZ: all through BKK Embassy under ASEAN Cooperation banner







- English Lang Training

Ministries

Technical

7

- Customs/Corrosion/Meterology 

Ministries
Short term
Technical



- Mekong Institute (short courses)
Thailand
Ministries
>3 months
Technical

50 approx

- Post Graduate Study
NZ
Ministries
>4 years
P/grad

4

UK: British Council Bursaries
Burma
targetted
Short term
English lang
YES


UK: FCO Chevening Program
UK
targetted

Civil Society



Question 5

Outcome 1, output 1.1.2 and 1.2.2

Topic: Overseas visits by President Wahid

Hansard page 317

Senator Schacht asked:

Can the Department provide a list, as of 31 May, of the countries President Wahid has visited since he became President?

Answer:


Date of Visit
Country

1. 

6-9 November 1999
Cambodia 

Malaysia 

Singapore 

Thailand

Philippines

Laos

2. 

11-15 November 1999
United States 

Japan

3. 

22-25 November 1999
Kuwait

Qatar

Jordan

4. 

27-29 November 1999
Philippines 


1-3 December 1999
People's Republic of China

5. 
28 January–13 February 2000
Saudi Arabia 

Switzerland 

UK

France 

The Netherlands

Germany

Italy

The Vatican

Czech Republic

Belgium

India

South Korea

Thailand



6. 
27 February 2000
Brunei Darussalam

7. 

29 February 2000
East Timor

8. 

8–17 April 2000
South Africa

Mexico

Cuba

Japan

Hongkong

9. 

9-10 May 2000
Singapore

Thailand

Question 6

Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.2 and 1.2.2

Topic: Human rights in Vietnam

Hansard page 319

Senator Schacht asked:

Has Amnesty or other NGOs interested in human rights indicated whether overall there are dozens, scores or hundreds of political prisoners in Vietnam?

Answer:

In its 1999 Annual Report, Amnesty International referred to “at least 56 prisoners and possible prisoners of conscience” in detention in Vietnam. The 2000 Annual Report referred to “dozens of prisoners of conscience and possible prisoners of conscience” in continued detention.

Question 7

Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.2 and 1.2.2

Topic: Human rights in Vietnam

Hansard page 319

Senator Schacht asked:

(a) Are there any mainstream religious churches—Islamic, Christian, Buddhist, Shinto—which have not been registered in Vietnam?

(b) What is the situation concerning the appointment of the new Archbishop of Hanoi?

Answer:

(a) The Vietnamese Government requires religious groups to be registered. Officially recognised religious organisations are able to operate openly. They must consult with the Government about their religious operations (training and ordination, conventions, charitable activities, operation of religious schools, construction of places of worship) although not about their religious tenets of faith. The Government officially recognises Buddhistich Catholic, Protestant, Cao Dai, Hoa Hao and Muslim religious organisations. However some Buddhists, Protestants, Cao Dai and Hoa Hao believers do not recognise or participate in the officially recognised associations and thus their alternative religious activities are not considered legal by the authorities. While the Government officially bans and discourages participation in these ‘illegal’ religious groups, such as the Unified Buddhist Church of Vietnam, as a matter of practice routine religious activities such as prayer services and meetings by priests who belong to such organisations are tolerated by the Vietnamese authorities.

(b) The Vietnamese Government recently approved the appointment of six bishops from a list of seven provided by the Vatican; it did not approve the appointment of the bishop proposed as the new Archbishop of Hanoi. The current Archbishop had submitted his resignation to the Pope as at 82 years of age he is past mandatory retirement age and in frail health. The Pope has not accepted his resignation as no replacement has been approved.

Question 8

Outcome 1, output 1.1.2 and 1.2.2

Topic: DAP project in Vietnam

Written question on notice submitted 2 June 2000

Senator Bourne asked:

According to an article I have been sent from the Lao Dong newspaper in Vietnam of 22 November 1999, p2, in 1994, the Australian Embassy in Vietnam disbursed US$10,000 to the industry education centre (IEC) Trung Tam Cong Nghe Giao Duc in order to carry out the project “Implementing an ecology education at primary level”.

1. Can the Minister confirm that Australia funded the project?

2. Is the Minister aware of, and can he comment on, allegations of fraud relating to this project, in particular:

2.1 That the person contracted to write a text  book and the credited author were two different people;

2.2. That the contract was excessive and had additional clauses for extra payment inserted;

2.3. That there were seemingly variable rates of payment for various tasks

associated with the text book;

2.4. That in 1998 a sum of US$2 000 was made available to buy text books,

but these text books were never delivered.

3. If the Minister is aware of these allegations of fraud, can he outline what measures are being taken to:

3.1. Investigate the truth;

3.2. If found to be true, reclaim the money and bring any perpetrators to justice;

3.3. Ensure that procedures are in place to prevent a similar occasion arising in the future

4. What procedures does Ausaid have in place to ensure that services are delivered as contracted and that fraudulent contract cannot occur?

Answer:

1.
Yes, in 1994 the Australian Embassy in Hanoi allocated US$10,000 (AU$13,937) to the National Centre for Education Technology (NCET) for an Environment Education in Primary Schools project. The funds were to develop an environmental education curriculum for primary schools.

2.
DFAT is aware that on 22 November 1999 an article appeared in the Lao Dong newspaper in which two allegations of misuse of DAP funding were made against individuals in the NCET.

2.1, 2.2, 2.3
DFAT has no information to either support or refute these allegations.

2.4

In April 1996, the Embassy disbursed US$2 000 to the NCET to build up the number of English readers available in each class library of the two schools housed within the NCET. Our records indicate that textbooks were purchased. 

3.1, 3.2
The Embassy was advised in January 2000 that the NCET was undertaking an investigation into allegations of misappropriation of DAP funds. No further information has been advised by the Vietnamese authorities on the state of the investigation. DFAT has no further information to either support or refute the allegations and therefore any action would be inappropriate.

3.3

The guidelines for the allocation of DAP funds were reviewed (for unrelated reasons) and made tighter in August 1997. These guidelines improve accountability and transparency in the decision-making processes involving DAP allocations; in recording data about applications and grant recipients; and, putting in place formalised audit and review procedures.
4.

This is a matter best addressed by Ausaid. Ausaid provided a response to a similar query from Senator Quirke of the Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Legislation Committee Hansard of 31 May 2000 (See Hansard pages 370-371).

Question 9

Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.3 and 1.2.3

Topic: Australia Week

Hansard page 252-256, 275-276 and 338

Senator Faulkner and Senator Hogg asked :

(a) What role does DFAT play in the arrangements for the Australia Week visit?

(b) Did High Commissioner Philip Flood consult the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade or the Department of Defence before making comments about the Federation Guard reported in the media on 19 May?

(c) What other announcements about Australia Week has the High Commissioner issued?

Answer:

(a) The co-ordination of the visit to London by the Prime Minister and the accompanying delegation is largely the responsibility of the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet. As is usual with visits overseas undertaken by the Prime Minister, DFAT has provided briefing on aspects of the bilateral relationship. The Australian High Commission in London, in consultation with the Department of Prime Minister and Cabinet, is assisting with the preparations for the visit and will provide administrative and technical support for the Prime Minister and accompanying delegation.

(b) Matters relating to the participation of the Federation Guard in Australia Week activities are the responsibility of the Department of Defence. The Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade in Canberra has had no involvement in the matter. Comments about this matter attributed to Mr Flood were made at a social function in response to questions from media correspondents who already knew about the proposal. The ABC had reported details of the proposal on 3 May.

(c) Information about Australia Week has been placed on the High Commission’s website. This carries basic information about celebrations for the Centenary of the passage of the Constitution Act of 1900, including Australia Week. It does not include a full program at this stage. On 9 February 2000 the High Commission issued a media release about the commemorative service for Australia to be held at Westminster Abbey. The Australian High Commission confirms that there have been no other announcements but there is substantial media interest and enquiries.  

Question 10

Outcome, outputs 1.1.3 & 1.2.3

Topic: Posts in Americas and Europe
Written question on notice submitted 1 June 2000
Senator Cook asked:

(a) 
Is it true, as reported in the Sunday Telegraph on 14 May 2000, that Ambassador Peacock spent over $1500 travelling to the Breeders’ Cup and the World Racing Championship?

(b) What benefit did Australian taxpayers gain from this?

(c)
 Is it true that Ambassador Peacock spent $570 on a two-person dinner? What was the benefit to Australian taxpayers from this?

(d) 
What are the guidelines for use of official cars by Ambassadors? Can they be used for private purposes by the Ambassador?

(e) 
What documentation must be provided for use of cars? How detailed must the trip explanation be?

(f) Does DFAT ever query claims in which inadequate information is provided?

Answer:

(a) 
The total cost was US$1,098.27 (airfares US$913, taxis US$230.27 and car hire US$165).
(b) 
Ambassador Peacock was an official guest at a nationally recognised event which attracted wide media coverage and which provided an opportunity to network with VIPs from many walks of American life and business.

(c) 
From the description provided, the Department has been unable to identify the dinner in question.

(d) 
Guidelines are contained in DFAT Administrative Circulars PO 222 and PO 226/99 of 8 and 9 November 1999. An Ambassador who is in the SES Vehicle Scheme (as was Mr Peacock) is entitled to use the HOM vehicle for private purposes.

(e) 
Running sheets are required to be completed. A brief notation of the purpose of the trip is required.

(f)
The Post Administration is required to vet local running sheets for official usage on a regular basis.

New York Consulate

Senator Cook asked:

(a) 
Is it true, as reported in the Sunday Telegraph on 14 May 2000, that Mr Baume spent over $1600 for a two-person dinner? (i) On what date? (ii) Where did they dine? (iii) How much of the $1600 was alcohol, and how much was food?

(b) Is there any limit to the amount that can be spent on a single dinner?

(c) 
Is DFAT aware of Mr Baume having another two-person dinner which has cost more than $1600?

(d) 
Is DFAT aware of any other diplomatic representative in recent years having a two-person dinner which has cost more than $1600?

(e) 
Is it true that Mr Baume spent $19,700 on ‘expenses’? (i) What does ‘expenses’ include? (ii) What amount did he spend on theatre tickets?

(f)
What are the guidelines regulating theatre tickets? (i) Is there any upper limit on the amount that can be spent?

Answer:

(a) 
The Sunday Telegraph report is incorrect. What was claimed to be an ‘intimate dinner’ for two was, in fact, a formal dinner held by the Archives of American Art to honour Australian author and art critic Robert Hughes, and was attended by approximately 400 people. (i) the dinner was held on 6 October 1998. (ii) the dinner was held at the University Club. (iii) The costs of the food and alcohol were not separately identified, but the total cost included a contribution towards a commemorative presentation made to Mr Hughes.

(b)
There is no stated limit, but officers are expected to exercise due care in the expenditure of public funds.
(c) No.

(d) No.
(e) 
During the relevant financial year 1998-99, Mr Baume received the US Dollar equivalent of the budget allocation of $A42,982 in representation allowance. He also spent an additional $A13,326 of his own resources on official functions, for which he was not recompensed. (i) This included returning hospitality to financial leaders in New York by three visits of six guests to the opera (ii) the opera tickets cost a total of $A2,328.

(f)
The costs of admission to cultural events are admissible provided the guests are eligible recipients of official hospitality. (i) No upper limit for expenditure on theatre tickets is specified in the guidelines.

Paris Embassy—employment issues

Senator Cook asked:

(a) How are staff at the Paris Embassy employed? (i) Are they all employed under certified agreements?

(b) 
Have there ever been any attempts to put any staff members on AWAs? (i) If so, was DFAT Canberra consulted about this? (ii) And if so, who was consulted, and what was their response?

(c) 
Was there any consultation about this with Australian or French unions? (i) If not, why not? (ii) If so, what was their response?

Answer:

(a) 
All Australia-based staff below SES rank are employed under the Certified Agreement of the relevant agency. SES are employed under AWAs with their respective agencies. Locally engaged staff are employed under terms and conditions set out in Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade Determination LES No. 1 of 1990. (i) No, as outlined above.

(b) No. Not applicable.
(c) No.  Not applicable.

Paris Embassy–elevators
Senator Cook asked:

(a) How many lifts are there in the Paris Embassy?

(b) Is it correct that one of the lifts is or has been designated for use solely by the Ambassador?

(c) If so, during what times of the day does such a rule apply?

(d) And how long has the rule been in place?

Answer:

(a) 
There are 2 lifts available for Embassy office use, another one which is located in the Ambassador’s residence and 2 in the adjoining staff residential apartment building.

(b) Yes, this is the lift that services the Ambassador’s residence.

(c) There is no ‘rule’. The lift is, in effect, part of the Ambassador’s residence.

(d) Not applicable.

Paris Embassy—expenses

Senator Cook asked:

(a) Is it true as reported in the Sunday Telegraph on 14 May 2000, that John Spender has spent $800 on cigars? (i) Is this just the amount he was forced to pay back last year (after questioning in this Committee)? (ii) Or has there been a subsequent purchase? (iii) If so, under what guidelines?

(b) Given that Ambassador Spender's wife, Ms Zampatti, conducts a business, what steps are taken to ensure that her expenses are kept separate from the Ambassador’s?

(c) What are the guidelines covering her use of the Ambassadorial residence and car?

(d) Is she permitted to use the car for private purposes such as, for example, a shopping trip?

(e) Is it true that Ambassador Spender hosted a dinner for 18 representatives from fashion magazines?

(f) Did Ms Zampatti attend that dinner?

(g) If so, then given there was a conflict of interest, how was it dealt with?

(h) Has Mr Spender attended any major sporting events in recent years?

(i) If so, which ones?

(j) What was the cost to the taxpayer? (i) Did he take guests?

(k) What are the guidelines regulating such events?

(l) Is Ambassador Spender entitled to another car in addition to his chauffeured car?

(m) Is he provided with any facilities to assist with the use of an additional car (eg. parking or use of chauffeured car to pick up an additional car when it is being repaired)?

Answer:

(a) A total of French Francs 6,946 had been spent on cigars. (i) This sum was subsequently paid back to the Commonwealth in full in 1999. (ii) There have been no further purchases of tobacco products by the Ambassador at Commonwealth expense. (iii) Not Applicable.

(b) Embassy Accounts staff and the Finance Manager ensure that no business expenses of Ms Zampatti are paid for by the Embassy.

(c) The Ambassadorial residence is also the Ambassador’s private home and may thus be used for any legitimate private purposes desired by the Ambassador or his family, in accordance with guidelines for personal behaviour set out in the Department's Code of Conduct.


Relevant guidelines covering the use of official vehicles for Heads of Mission are set out in Administrative Circulars PO 222 and PO 226/99 of 8 October and 9 November 1999. Subject to operational needs and the Ambassador's own requirements, the Ambassador's wife may be transported to official functions in the Ambassador’s car or another embassy vehicle. In addition, as the Ambassador is in the SES Vehicle Scheme, the Ambassador’s wife is entitled to the occasional private use of the HOM vehicle.

However, official requirements for use of that vehicle take priority ahead of any private needs. On weekends and after hours, the Ambassador’s spouse is entitled to the use of the vehicle for private purposes on the same basis as the Ambassador.

(d) Yes.

(e) The Ambassador and Ms Zampatti hosted a buffet dinner for 18 contacts in the fashion industry. The total cost of this function amounted to French Francs 1720 plus drinks from official stocks.

(f) Yes.

(g) There was no conflict of interest since the purpose of the dinner was to promote Australian trade (the fashion industry) and investment.

(h) Yes.

(i) Not relevant.–see (j).

(j) Nil. (i) Not applicable.

(k) The guidelines are contained in DFAT Administrative Circular PO 197/99 of 27 April 1999. The costs of admission to sporting events are admissible provided the guests are eligible recipients of official hospitality.

(l) Yes, the Ambassador is entitled to buy and register a vehicle privately, apart from the official vehicle which he is issued.

(m) The Ambassador is provided with a parking space in the Chancery building basement for a privately owned car. Under the guidelines set out in DFAT Admin. Circular PO 226/99 of 9 November 1999 the Ambassador may make occasional chauffeured use of the HOM car for private purposes.
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Budget Estimates concerning Head of Mission allowances and representational expenditure.

Following further dialogue with the Paris Embassy and after careful consideration we would
like to make some amendments. These are attached and the amendments have been
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Question 10a—Further response: Paris Embassy—expenses

Senator Cook asked:

(h)
Has Mr Spender attended any major sporting events in recent years?

Answer: Yes

Question:

(i)
If so, which ones?

Answer:

Since taking up the post Mr Spender attended the following major sporting events:

· Rugby, Australia vs France, in Paris to represent Australia at the event, as a guest of Australia/French Federations;

· Davis Cup at Nice, France vs Australia, as a guest of the host tennis association to represent Australia at the event plus official functions;

· Occasional tennis events in the Paris region;

· Monaco Grand Prix on a weekend, when in the south of France on official duties, as a guest of the President of the Monte-Carlo Automobile Club;

· Monaco Grad Prix, on a weekend as a guest of the Director, International Hydrographic Bureau, when in the south of France on official duties.

Question:

(j)
What was the cost to the taxpayer? Did he take guests?

Answer:

· Davis Cup, Nice, 3 to 5 December 1999, transport, accommodation and meals $A3,271.09;

· Other events, no costs associated with attending events other than transport costs and Embassy-supplied motor transport.

· Mrs Spender accompanied him to some events; no guests taken.

Question 11

Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.4 and 1.2.4

Topic:  Staffing of Australian High Commission in Fiji

Hansard page 258

Senator Cook asked:

What are the staff numbers of Australian-based (A–based), including attached agencies, and LES at the Australian High Commission in Suva?

Answer:

The High Commission staff complement as at 13 June 2000 consists of the following:

A-based

DFAT




8

Short-term mission (DFAT)

2

AusAID



3

Austrade



1

DIMA




5

DOFA (OPG)



1

Defence



2_

Total




22

Locally engaged

DFAT




13

AusAID



8

Austrade



3

DIMA




11

Defence



3

Finance (OPG)


2_

Total




40

Question 12
Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.4 and 1.2.4

Topic:  South Pacific Regional Organisations

Hansard page 258

Senator Cook asked:

Can you provide a comprehensive list of regional organisations with which the Pacific Regional Section of Pacific Islands Branch, deals?

Answer:

The Pacific Regional Section handles Australia’s relations with the following regional organisations: South Pacific Forum; Forum Fisheries Agency (FFA); South Pacific Applied Geoscience Commission (SOPAC); Pacific Community (SPC); South Pacific Regional Environment Programme (SPREP); University of the South Pacific (USP); Council of Regional Organisations in the Pacific (CROP); Melanesian Spearhead Group (MSG); Tourism Council of the South Pacific (TCSP); Council of Pacific Arts (CPA); Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP); Pacific Islands Development Program (PIDP).

Question 13
Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.4 and 1.2.4

Topic:  Staffing at Australian High Commission in Solomon Islands

Hansard page 277

Senator Cook asked:

How many DFAT staff are based at the Australian High Commission to the Solomon Islands.

Answer:

The High Commission staff complement as at 13 June 2000 consists of the following:

A-based

DFAT




5

Short-term mission (DFAT)

2

AusAID



1

Defence



2_

Total




10

Locally engaged

DFAT




8

AusAID



5

Defence



2

DIMA




1_

Total




16

Question 14

Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.4 and 1.2.4

Topic: Australian Ambassador’s visits to Ethiopia and Eritrea

Hansard page 339

Senator Schacht asked:

How often has the current Australian High Commissioner in Kenya visited both Ethiopia and Eritrea?

Answer:

Australia’s High Commissioner to Kenya, Mr Green, is also accredited as Ambassador to Ethiopia and Eritrea. He has visited each country twice, once to present credentials and again in February 2000. Other members of his staff have visited Ethiopia four times and Eritrea twice since January 1999.

Question 15

Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.5 and 1.2.5

Topic: Pork Imports

Hansard page 331

Senator O’Brien asked:

What effect has the Australian dollar rate have on imports of pork products?

Answer:

All other factors being equal, a lower value for the Australian dollar would make pork imports a less attractive proposition in the Australian market.

Question 16

Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.5 and 1.2.5

Topic: Meetings on WTO Dispute Resolution Procedure

Hansard page 353

Senator Cook asked:

Regarding meetings to discuss the WTO dispute resolution procedure, when and where were they held and how many people attended?

Answer:

WTO Disputes Investigation & Enforcement Mechanism (DIEM) seminars, were conducted as follows:

· Canberra (Dept. of Foreign Affairs & Trade), 3 May 2000, approx 80 persons Brisbane (DFAT Conference Room, 4th Floor, 295 Ann St), 4 May 2000, approx 15 persons 

· Sydney (Hotel Inter-Continental 117 Macquarie St), 5 May 2000, Approx 30 persons Sydney (The Export Centre, Level 3, 470 Church St, Parramatta), 5 May, approx 15 persons

· Darwin (Territory Perspective, 76 The Esplanade), 8 May 2000, Approx 15 persons

· Perth (Duston 2, Duxton Hotel, 1 St George’s Terrace), 9 May 2000, approx 25 persons

· Adelaide (Ballroom C, Hilton Hotel,Victoria Square), 10 May 2000, approx 55 persons

· Melbourne (Stamford Plaza Melbourne, 111 Little Collins St), 11 May 2000, approx 35 persons

· Hobart (Richmond Room, Hotel Grand Chancellor, 35 Davey St), 11 May 2000 approx 20 persons

· Total Attendees = approx 290 persons.

Question 17

Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.7 and 1.2.7

Topic: UN Year against Racism, Xenophobia and other forms of Intolerance

Hansard page 296

Senator Quirke asked:

What funds have been allocated by the government in 2000–01 to support observance of 2001 as the UN–declared International Year Against Racism, Xenophobia and Other Forms of Intolerance.

Answer:

There has been no specific funding allocated for the International Year Against Racism, Xenophobia and Other Forms of Intolerance. Government agencies involved, including the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, the Department of Immigration and Ethnic Affairs and the Human Rights and Equal Opportunity Commission (which falls within the portfolio responsibility of the Attorney-General’s Department), will be performing activities under the auspices of the International Year Against Racism, Xenophobia and Other Forms of Intolerance, and the funding will come from their respective annual budgets.

Question 18

Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.7 and 1.2.7

Topic: Timor Gap Treaty

Hansard page 355

Senator Hogg asked:

Does the Australian government maintain Australia’s longstanding claim to the entire continental shelf in the Timor Gap?

Answer:

Yes, the Australian Government does maintain its continental shelf claim in the area of the Timor Gap. Australia's position is that, under international law, Australia’s and East Timor’s seabed rights extend from their coastlines throughout the natural prolongation of their respective continental shelves, which meet in the bathymetric axis (i.e. the deepest part) of the Timor Trough.

Question 19

Outcome 1, outputs 1.1.8 and 1.2.8

Topic: Australian Safeguards and Non-proliferation Office (ASNO)

Hansard page 356

Senator Hogg asked:

What is the actual figure for the FY 99/00 administrative budget for ASNO?

Answer: 

The Australian Safeguards and Non-Proliferation Office administrative budget for FY99/00 is A$490 716.

Question 20

Outcome 1, output 1.2

Topic: Foreign Affairs Council

Hansard page 364

Senator Hogg asked:

How many meetings of the Foreign Affairs Council have been held since its establishment? (i) On what date were these meetings held? (ii) And can the committee be provided with a list of the current members of the council? (iii) What are the total costs of the council operations since its establishment?

Answer:

Seven meetings of the Foreign Affairs Council have been held since its establishment. (i) Meeting dates were: 26 February 1998, 1 July 1998, 20 November 1998, 11 March 1999, 21 July 1999, 9 November 1999, and 15 March 2000.

(ii) Current members of the council are:

Mr Geoff Allen, Chairman, The Allen Consulting Group Pty Ltd;
Mr Campbell Anderson, Chairman, Business Council of Australia;
Associate Professor Di Bretherton, Director, International Conflict Resolution Centre, University of Melbourne;
Professor Hilary Charlesworth, Director, Centre for International and Public Law, Australian National University;
Professor James Cotton, Head, School of Politics, UNSW College, Australian Defence Force Academy;
Professor Paul Dibb AM, Head, Strategic and Defence Studies Centre, Australian National University;
Dr Christopher Findlay, Associate Professor of Economics, School of Economics, University of Adelaide;
Professor Stephen FitzGerald AO, Chairman, Asia-Australia Institute, University of NSW;
Professor Ross Garnaut AO, Director and Professor of Economics, Asia Pacific School of Economics and Management, Australian National University;
Professor David Goodman, Director, Institute of International Studies, University of Technology, Sydney;
Professor Stuart Harris AO, Convenor, Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies; Northeast Asia Program, Australian National University;
Ms Meredith Hellicar, CEO, Corrs Chambers Westgarth;
Mr Fred Hilmer AO, Chief Executive Officer, John Fairfax Holdings Ltd;


Professor Eric Jones, Professor, Melbourne Business School, University of Melbourne;
Mr Paul Kelly, International Editor, The Australian;
Dr Donald McGauchie, CEO, WoolStock Australia Ltd;
Dr William Maley, Senior Lecturer in Politics, School of Politics, University College, UNSW, Australian Defence Force Academy;
Professor Robert Manne, Associate Professor of Politics, La Trobe University;
Professor Tony Milner, Professor and Dean, Faculty of Asian Studies, Australian National University;
Professor Teresa Morris-Suzuki, Professor, Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, Australian National University;
Professor Merle Ricklefs, Professor of Asian Studies, Director, Melbourne Institute of Asian Languages and Societies, University of Melbourne;
Professor Richard Robison, Professor of Asian and International Politics and Director, Asia Research Centre, Murdoch University;
Associate Professor William Tow, Associate Professor in International Relations, Department of Government, University of Queensland;
Associate Professor Russell Trood, Director, Centre for the Study of Australia-Asia Relations, School of Asian and International Studies, Griffith University;
Professor Cliff Walsh, Professor of Economic Studies, South Australian Centre for Economic Studies, University of Adelaide.

(iii) The total costs of the council operations since its establishment are: $99,079.

Question 21

Outcome 1, output 1.4.1

Topic: DFAT assistance to Parliamentarians travelling overseas

Hansard page 360-361

Senator Quirke asked:

(a) What are the annual numbers of members and senators, government and opposition, who have been assisted by the Department in regard to their overseas travel since March 1996?

(b) What was the cost of this output in 1999-2000 and what is the budget for 2000–01.

Answer:

(a) The Department assists parliamentarians with their overseas travel both in Australia and at overseas posts, and no centralised, comprehensive statistics are maintained of this assistance. However, it is evident from a comparison of data held in the Department and in the reports on Parliamentarians’ Travel Paid by the Department of Finance and Administration, which are tabled in Parliament, that the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, through its offices in Australia and posts overseas, assists virtually all Parliamentarians who travel overseas as members of parliamentary delegations or on study tours. In the period January to June 1999, for example, 72 members of parliament travelled overseas with the support of the Department of Finance and Administration. These included 33 from the Liberal Party (of a total of 95), 11 from the National Party (of a total of 21), 25 from the Australian Labor Party (of a total of 95), and 3 from the Australian Democrats (of a total of 7). The Department of Foreign Affairs provides oral and written briefings to all outgoing parliamentary delegations. Mr Downer wrote to all members of Parliament on 10 February 2000 inviting them to avail themselves of a range of assistance available from the Department and its posts for their overseas travel.

(b) The total price for Output 1.4 in 1999-2000 is $19.499 million. The total cost budgeted for 2000–01 is $19.098 million. The reduction is explained by the efficiency dividend (of 1%), a more precise allocation of resources between outcomes, and a reduction in foreign exchange adjustments, pending finalisation.

In respect of sub-output 1.4.1 (Parliament in Australia), which includes the costs of assistance to parliamentarians travelling overseas, the Department is not able, at this stage, to break down the cost of outputs in Outcome 1 to the sub-output level. The Department is currently reviewing all its prices with the Department of Finance and Administration, as part of the general review of output prices, including the development of a new costing model.

Until that model has been fully tested, and costings have been agreed with the Department of Finance and Administration, the Department is unable to provide information on the cost of sub-output 1.4.1, which includes assisting parliamentarians travelling overseas as well as other services to Parliament.

Question 22

Outcome 3, outputs 3.1.1 and 3.1.2

Topic: Tender process—DFAT Media Focus website

Hansard page 362

Senator West asked:

What was the tender process undertaken to award the contract, the total value of the contract and who got it?

Answer:

The contract for DFAT Media Focus website was awarded on the basis of an open tender. A total of 23 companies and individuals bid for the contract, in response to an advertisement in the national press and notification on the DFAT website. The tenders were assessed by a four–member panel.

The majority of the submissions were rejected on price alone, with many far exceeding the Department’s nominal budget. Four companies were shortlisted on the basis of price and proven track record.

The contract was awarded to a Canberra-based company, Edime Pty Ltd (partnered, for the purposes of this contract, with Forum Communications).

The total value of the contract was $126 160, to (a) cover the cost of establishing an inter-active ‘virtual media centre’ site; and (b) managing and maintaining the site for a period of 14 months including the identification, production and clearing of public affairs material to go on the site (with final clearances remaining the responsibility of a Director-level officer of the Images of Australia Branch).

Question 23

Outcome 3, output 3.1.4

Topic: Historical Documents Unit

Hansard page 363-364

Senator Hogg asked:

(a) What has been the total cost of the Historical Documents project to produce a Volume on East Timor?

(b) What further volumes are scheduled for production by the Historical Documents Unit?

(c) How many staff are employed in this area?

(d) What is the budget for this year compared to last year?

Answer:

(a) The estimated cost of the East Timor project is $382 852.

(b) The Historical Documents Project Section is currently working on the following volumes: United Nations, Trade and Global Issues, 1948–49 (the final volume of the Documents on Australian Foreign Policy, 1937-1949 series); Australia, Indonesia and Malaysia, 1963-66; Australia and the Colombo Plan, 1950–54; One Hundred Years of Australia's Engagement with Asia.

(c) The area is made up of the Historical Documents Project section and the Historical Research and Access section. The Historical Documents Project section employs three permanent staff. In addition three contract staff were employed for the East Timor Project during 1999/2000, and six contract staff were employed for the Centenary of Federation project during 1999/2000. The Historical Research and Access section employs four permanent staff for public reference inquiries and archival clearance. The section also utilises contract staff to undertake archival clearance as required.

(d) The annual ongoing program budget for the unit is $230 000. Supplementary funding for the East Timor project was estimated at $382 852, which includes contract staff costs. In addition supplementary funding of $900 000 is being provided for the Centenary of Federation project. These funds have been allocated over three financial years (1998/99, 1999/2000, 2000/2001). This includes contract staff costs.

Question 24

Enabling services, Item 6

Topic:  Pianos at Overseas Posts

Hansard page 257

Senator Cook asked:

There are 37 posts that have pianos:

(a)
Could we have the names of those posts, 

(b)
along with the purchase cost of the pianos, and 

(c)
whether any of the pianos purchased were Australian in origin?

Answer:

(a)&(b) The schedule below provides details of the 39 posts that have pianos, the date of purchase and the cost where these details are known. Normal disposal action on financial and procurement records is taken seven years from date of purchase and the records pertaining to pianos purchased before May 1994 are therefore no longer available.

(c) As indicated below, only two pianos have been purchased within the past seven years and neither is of Australian origin.

Post


Date of purchase


Cost (Where known)

Amman

1999 (Damascus 1970’s)

Not known

Ankara


1970 (approx)



Not known

Bangkok

1980




Not known

Beijing


pre-June 1992



Not known

Belgrade

1970 approx



Not known

Beirut


1998




Not known

Brussels

1970




AUD 733

Buenos Aires

1967




Not known

Cairo


pre 1990



Not known

Colombo

1979 or 1980



Not known

Dublin


pre 1980



Not known

Geneva

Not known (Berne 1968)

Not known

Jakarta


early 1960’s



Not known

Kuala Lumpur

1984




Not known

London

1920’s 




Not known




1970 approx



Not known

Malta


1975




AUD 2,200

Manila


pre 1985



Not known

Mexico City

pre 1985



Not known

Moscow

1959




Not known

Nairobi

pre 1980



Not known

New Delhi

mid 1960’s



Not known

New York

1999




AUD 31,866

Paris


1988




Not known

Port Moresby

pre 1983



AUD 4000

Pretoria

1962




Not known

Rangoon

1980




Not known

Rome


1974




Not known

Santiago

pre 1970



Not known

Seoul


1975




Not known

Shanghai

1991




Not known

(ex Tokyo)

Singapore

1959




SGD 2,600


SGD 17,100

Stockholm

1963




AUD 554

Tel Aviv

pre 1985



Not known

The Hague

1975




Not known

Tokyo


1990




Not known

Vienna


1989




AUD 25,884

Vientiane

1965




AUD 600

Warsaw

1974–75



Not known

Washington

1999




AUD 33,348

Question 25

Enabling services, Item 11

Topic:  Security breaches

Hansard page FAD&T 365

Senator Hogg asked:

How many breaches have taken place in the department over the past year?

Answer:

The department has put in place a system of after-hours monitoring of secure work areas to identify potential information security risks (for example, inappropriate storage of classified material). The purpose of this system is to maintain high levels of security awareness and discipline among staff. Although any potential security risks, when identified, are recorded as ‘breaches’ or ‘infringements’ and reported monthly to senior management, they do not constitute actual instances of security compromise or unauthorised disclosure of classified information.

The department initiated in January 1999 a campaign to improve further the awareness of security issues among staff. This campaign achieved a 75 per cent reduction in the number of ‘security breaches’ for the period January to June 1999. We will easily meet the target referred to in the 1998–99 Annual Report of a further reduction of 25 per cent in the number of ‘breaches’ in 1999–2000.

1

