


Enclosure 1 

 
 

Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade 
 

QUESTONS ON NOTICE – COMMITTEES 
Senate Additional Estimates 

 
 

Q169 – F35 Joint Strike Fighter 
 
Senator Johnston providing in writing: 
 
As at February 15th 2012: 
 
(a) What is the anticipated total cost in purchasing 72 JSF? 

 
(b) What is the anticipated total cost in purchasing 100 JSF? 
 
 
Response: 
 
In 2012 prices and at an exchange rate of 1 Australian dollar being equivalent to 1.03 
US dollar (the rate as at January 2012), 72 F-35As (aircraft only) will cost an average 
of A$83.0 million each if ordered in the 2018/19 to 2023/24 timeframe. This equates 
to about A$6 billion for 72 aircraft. On the same price and exchange rate basis, 100 F-
35As (aircraft only) will cost about A$8.3 billion.  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



 

Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade  
 

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE - COMMITTEES 
Senate Additional Estimates  

 
 
 
Q169 - F35 Joint Strike Fighter  
 
Senator Johnston provided in writing: 
 
As at February 15th 2012:  
 
(a) What is the anticipated total cost in purchasing 72 JSF?  
 
(b) What is the anticipated total cost in purchasing 100 JSF?  
 
 
Response:  
 
In current 2012 prices and at an exchange rate of 1.03 (the rate as at January 2012), 72 
F-35As (aircraft only) will cost an average of A$83.0 million each. This equates to 
about A$6.2 billion for 72 aircraft. 100 F-35As (aircraft only) will cost an average of 
A$80.0 million each which equates to about A$8.0 billion for 100 aircraft. 
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