Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade 

Additional estimates 2007–2008; February 2008

Answers to questions on notice from Austrade

Question 1
Topic: FTA website

Hansard p. 95

Senators Cormann and Hogg asked:
Why did Austrade take down the FTA website after the election? How long was the FTA site taken down for? Please provide a copy of the general instruction on websites following the election.

Answer

The Austrade FTA website was taken down for seven working days following the 2007 election while the site’s content was reviewed. Such reviews are a normal part of caretaker conventions and in line with advice from the Australian Government Information Management Office (AGIMO) on reviewing websites to determine any need for change. Appropriate changes were made to the website to reflect changed administrative arrangements.

The guidelines relating to government websites during the 2007 election caretaker period are to be found at http://webpublishing.agimo.gov.au/Guidelines_for_Ministerial_and_Departmental_Websites
These guidelines were observed by Austrade in relation to the FTA website.

Question 2
Topic: FTA website

Hansard p. 95
Senator Cormann asked:
Does Austrade host any other websites other than the Austrade website and the FTA website? Were any of these websites taken off [during the 2007 election period]? Can you provide a list of the websites Austrade hosts? How did Austrade deal with the general instruction to review the content of each of these websites?

Answer

Austrade has two main corporate websites—www.austrade.gov.au for Australian businesses and www.austrade.com for international companies. Austrade also hosts a number of specific programs sites, e.g. Business Club Australia. Austrade hosts the FTA website on behalf of a number of Australian government agencies. In line with advice from the Australian Government Information Office (AGIMO), Austrade’s Australian-based web team reviewed all content on Austrade-hosted websites and updated Web pages if necessary. Only the FTA website was taken offline. 

Austrade’s overseas network manages a number of local websites aimed at international users. These sites were not taken offline during the election period. 

[Attachment: Austrade Netsites, representing sites maintained by eBusiness Team, Sydney. Excel spread sheet format.]
Question 3
Topic: Sandalwood industry in Western Australia

Hansard p. 97
Senator Cormann asked:
Has Austrade been involved in assisting the sandalwood industry in WA—particularly with possible exports to India?

Answer

Austrade has assisted the Western Australian sandalwood industry with exports to India. Since 2001 Austrade has assisted five West Australian sandalwood companies achieve export success, with export sales directed to India totalling some $2.7 million dollars.

Question 4

Topic: Exports of olive oil

Hansard p. 102
Senator Fierravanti-Wells asked:
There is talk about increasing exports of olive oil to countries in the European Community. Are we looking to, or is there scope to, promote the export of olive oil from Australia?
Answer

Total Australian olive oil exports in 2007 were valued at A$15.3 million with approximately 50% of sales (A$7.6 million) being to the United States, a large importer of olive oil.
Total sales of Australian olive oil to Europe in 2007 were valued at around A$2 million dollars, with Italy being the largest export market with sales of A$1.6 million. Other markets included Germany and United Kingdom.

There is scope to promote further exports of Australian olive oil to countries in Europe. Austrade offices in Europe have been providing assistance to Australian producers with market research and introductions to business contacts for several years and will continue to provide these and other export development services.

The high quality of Australian olive oils has been recognised in Europe, where Australian products have won awards at industry events. Australia also enjoys a counter-seasonal supply advantage over Northern Hemisphere producers.
European Union duties pose a barrier to Australian suppliers in relation to suppliers from countries like Spain, Italy and Greece. This means that Australian producers need to compete on factors such as quality, taste and reliability of supply. 

Question 5

Topic: Appointments, vacancies and grants

Written question on notice

Senator Minchin asked:
(1) List all appointments which have been made by the Government (through Executive Council, Cabinet and Ministers) to Statutory Authorities, Executive Agencies and Advisory Boards, with a brief outline of the respective appointee’s credentials.

(2) Provide a list of all vacancies which remain to be filled by Ministerial (including Cabinet and Executive Council) appointments.

(3) Provide a list of all grants which have been approved by Ministers from within their portfolio.

(4) Provide a list of requests to the Department of Finance to move funds within each portfolio.

Answer

(1) The honourable Senator is referred to the response provided to Senate Question on Notice No. 117.

(2) Nil.

(3) Nil.

(4) The honourable Senator is referred to the response which will be provided in answer to Senate Question on Notice No. 129.
Question 6
Topic: EMDG

Hansard p. 99
Senator Cormann asked:

Has Austrade, either directly or through a third party, done any modelling to assess the impact of the Government’s commitment to expand the eligibility criteria for EMDG? If so, what were the findings?

Answer

Austrade has undertaken modelling to assess the impact of the Government’s proposed changes to the EMDG scheme. This modelling formed part of Austrade’s policy advice to the Minister for Trade and is therefore confidential.
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