Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade

Additional estimates 2007–2008; February 2008

Answers to questions on notice from AusAID

Topic: AusAID funded activities in Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Palestine

Question 1 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 71
Senator Payne asked
With respect to AusAID’s law and order capacity building activities in Iraq please provide additional information with regard to the human rights training aspects of the work being carried out.

Answer
The Law and Order Task Force was established to help build the capacity of Iraq’s justice institutions. Australia has contributed Australian lawyers and investigators as part of the Task Force. The Australian lawyers and investigators were selected for their experience in the administration of open and transparent justice systems internationally, including their ability to provide instruction and advice on the practical application of human rights principles. The Australian lawyers and investigators are involved in providing instruction and guidance on a range of topics including pre-trial and trial techniques, proof of evidence and detainee management.
Question 2 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2

Hansard page 71
Senator Payne asked
How many Iraqis are being trained?

Answer

Australian investigators have worked directly with four Iraqi police investigators assigned to the Law and Order Taskforce. In addition, Australian lawyers have worked directly with two Iraqi judges and an Iraqi prosecutor, appointed to the Law and Order Taskforce.

Question 3 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 73
Senator Payne asked
What is the number of Afghan IDPs?

Answer
The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees estimated that the number of internally displaced persons in Afghanistan was around 129,310 in January 2008.
Question 4 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 73
Senator Payne asked
How much does it cost us to train 20,000 Afghan government officials in human rights?  Please provide this and any other information on support for the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission.

Answer

Total external funding to the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission in 2007 was USD 9.3 million from donors including Australia, Canada, the United Kingdom, the United States of America and the Netherlands. The Commission is largely donor funded.

During 2006-07, activities of the Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission included the provision of training for over 20,000 Afghan Government officials, raising their awareness of human rights laws and conventions. The Afghanistan Independent Human Rights Commission reports that it provided training for over 20,000 Afghan Government officials (including over 700 workshops and awareness training meetings). 

Question 5 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 74
Senator Payne asked
What is the gender split of the 200 Australia-Pakistan Scholarships Program?

Answer
The current gender breakdown of awardees under the Australia-Pakistan Scholarships Program to date is 31 per cent female and 69 per cent male.  The program aims to achieve a 50/50 gender balance across all awardees by the time all 200 scholarships have been awarded.
Question 6 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 78
Senator Payne asked
Who, and with what amounts are the ten major contributors to the Palestinian Reform and Development Plan?

Answer

As at 21 February 2008, it is understood that the following (ten) major donors have made in-principle commitments to the implementation of the Palestinian Reform and Development Plan and to support the Palestinian Territories and announced the following contributions:

	DONOR
	USD (millions)
	PERIOD

	United States
	555
	2008

	Saudi Arabia
	500
	2008

	United Kingdom
	500
	2008-2010

	Norway
	420
	2008-2010

	United Arab Emirates
	300
	2008-2010

	Kuwait
	300
	2008-2010

	France
	300
	2008-2010

	Canada
	300
	2008-2012

	Sweden
	210
	2008-2010

	Germany
	200
	2008-2010


Question 7
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 80
Senator Payne asked
Regarding $1 million contribution through UNRWA for the clearance of unexploded ordnance in southern Lebanon, linked to the Palestinian situation, who provides the training?

Answer
The United Nations Mine Action Service provides this training through the United Nations Mine Action Coordination Centre in southern Lebanon.  The Centre coordinates the clearance of unexploded ordnance in this region, including the provision of training and capacity building.     

Topic: Centre for Health and Population Research
Question 8
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 84
Senator Payne asked
What is the expected publication date for research conducted by the Centre for Health and Population Research with funding from AusAID?
Answer
Over the period 2004-07, Australia supported three HIV/AIDS related research projects through the Centre (which is commonly referred to by its previous title, the International Centre for Diarrhoeal Disease Research, Bangladesh (ICDDRB)). The aim was to promote evidence based implementation and informed decision making by intervention programs. The studies were: (1) a cohort study on injecting drug users (IDU) for determination of risk factors for HIV and Hepatitis C; (2) an investigation into barriers to condom use by sex workers; and, (3) an evaluation of partner notification for sexually transmitted infections/HIV.

Studies (1) and (2) have been completed and study (3) is due to be completed in late March 2008. A final report of all three research activities is anticipated by April 2008, and these results will be published in various national and international peer-reviewed scientific journals. 

A paper based on one of the research projects – the IDU Cohort study – has been accepted for publication by the U.S. journal ‘Substance Use and Misuse’. Research findings have already been disseminated through seminars organised in Bangladesh (January 2008) and also at the “International Union against Sexually Transmitted Infections (IUSTI) Asia Pacific Congress” in Dubai (February 2008). ICDDRB intends not only to promote the findings but also to advocate reflection of the findings in design of relevant national programs. 

Topic: Cyclone Guba funding

Question 9
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked 

(a) What has been the total Australian government commitment to Cyclone Guba and where and to whom has the funding been allocated?

(b) Of this commitment, how much has been committed through AusAID, how much through ADF and how much through other Government Departments?
(c) Are there plans for additional longer-term reconstruction assistance? 

Answer
(a) AusAID has committed a total of $2 million in support of the PNG Government's efforts to meet the immediate relief and early recovery needs of communities in Oro Province affected by floods resulting from Cyclone Guba. This commitment has funded food and non-food relief supplies sourced from Australia and PNG, transport and logistics support. Supplies including 307 tonnes of rice, 16 tonnes of tinned fish, 4,148 tarpaulins and 1,000 mosquito nets were distributed to 50 locations in Oro Province. The funding also includes grants totalling $0.5 million to four Australian NGOs—Caritas, the Australian Red Cross, CARE Australia and Oxfam. 
(b) The costs associated with the Australian Defence Force contribution are a question for the Department of Defence. 

(c) The PNG Government is developing plans for long-term reconstruction and AusAID remains closely engaged with the National Disaster Centre and other development partners and stakeholders in order to determine where Australia can make an effective contribution.
Topic: East Timor transitional arrangements

Question 10
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 81
Senator Payne asked
Please provide information on the transparency and accountability arrangements for the management of the World Bank administered trust fund for capital works and the UN administered trust find which was set up to meet recurrent costs of the East Timor transitional administration (similar to the proposed arrangements for Palestine).
Answer
Australia funds multilateral organisations in areas that advance Australia’s development objectives. Multilateral organisations such as the World Bank and the UN provide Australia with a level of convening power, technical depth and financial weight that would not be available by operating alone. Australia is able to influence the governance of multilateral organisations through participation in their Executive Boards. This includes the opportunity to examine whether the multilateral organisation is achieving its overall objectives, its performance in particular programs, and whether its monitoring and evaluation frameworks are appropriate.

Re the World Bank administered trust fund (‘Trust Fund for East Timor’)

The Trust Fund for East Timor was established jointly by the World Bank and the Asian Development Bank in January 2000, and continues to be operational. The Trust Fund was established through a grant agreement between the World Bank and Asian Development Bank and the Government of East Timor. A general ‘conditions applicable’ framework was put in place and articulates the procedures, documentation, taxes, and liability for the Trust Fund. Each project funded within the Trust Fund is treated as a World Bank project, with the same accountability, supervisory and reporting requirements, to which all World Bank-funded projects are subject. Under the ‘conditions applicable’, the Trust Fund is required to produce an annual report which is shared with the Government of East Timor and contributors, and is discussed at the annual ‘Timor-Leste Development Partners Meeting’.  Audit provisions are the same as for other World Bank projects. The Bank has individual agreements with each contributor and provides additional annual reporting to each contributor, including Australia. Australia has made three contributions to the Trust Fund, providing its final contribution in 2001.

Re the UN administered trust fund (‘UN Transitional Administration in East Timor (UNTAET) Voluntary Trust Fund’)

This fund was established in 1999 to be the key mechanism for financing the ongoing costs of UNTAET civilian operations in East Timor. The Fund was principally used to support civil administration, basic infrastructure development and the provision of public services. The Trust Fund was managed by the Special Representative of the Secretary General to East Timor. The Special Representative was responsible for coordinating all aspects of the work program of the Trust Fund. The Chief Administrative Officer of UNTAET was the designated certifying officer for the purpose of making payments on behalf of the Trust Fund. The Trust Fund was governed by the UN financial rules and regulations, including standard UN accounting and financial reporting requirements. All programs funded by the Trust Fund were subject to approval and review by UNTAET’s Donor Coordination Unit (DCU). The DCU provided standardised monthly reports to donors on Trust Fund activities, and posted these on the UN’s East Timor website. Financial reporting on the Trust Fund was provided to donors by the DCU on a 6 monthly basis. Total Australian contributions to the UNTAET Trust Fund were $16,866,388 from 1999 to 2001. UNTAET’s operations concluded in 2002.

Topic: Election commitments
Question 11
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Minchin asked 
Please provide a complete list of all election promises made during the election campaign and which Department is responsible for the administration of each of these commitments.
Answer
Refer to answer given to Senate Question on Notice numbers 160 and 161.

Topic: Enterprise Challenge Fund

Question 12
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

What is the total proportion of funds projected to be granted per annum to eligible organisations under the Enterprise Challenge Fund?

Answer
Of the $20.5 million allocated for the Enterprise Challenge Fund over six years, $1 million will be granted to eligible organisations in 2007-08, a start-up year. The allocation for 2008-09 will be substantially higher but has not yet been determined.
Question 13
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

What is the proportion of funds for project support and management? 
Answer
Project support and management costs, including costs associated with generating and assessing proposals and independent program monitoring costs, account for 25 per cent of available funding. 
Topic: Funding for reproductive health

Question 14
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Fielding asked 

How much aid money does the government provide for helping women to give birth safely and for prenatal and post-natal support? Please provide details of the programs and organisations funded, the amount of money for each grant and details of each project funded. What are the government's plans for increasing funding in this area in future years?
Answer
Addressing the needs of women and children, including maternal mortality, is an important component of AusAID’s health program. AusAID’s 2007-2008 funding for reproductive and maternal health activities is approximately $34 million. Details of these activities are set out below. These activities all include safe birthing and pre and postnatal support within broader maternal and child health programs. Specific funding amounts within these broader programs for safe birthing and prenatal and postnatal support are not kept separately. 

Future funding, allocated to programs with a focus on helping women to give birth safely, is approximately $188 million over the four years from 2007–2008. Further information on these activities is provided in the answer to Question 18.
AusAID funding for Maternal and Child Health
	Country/Region
	Program & Description
	Organisation Funded
	Estimated 2007-2008 Expenditure

	China/Tibet
	Tibet Health Sector Support Program

This program has been running since 2000 and aims to improve the health of the people of Tibet Autonomous Region through the strengthening of health services with a focus on mother and child health and HIV/AIDS. Progress will be measured through one key indicator – improved maternal and infant mortality rates. 
	Australian Red Cross Society
	$4,000,000

	Ethiopia
	Fistula Hospital – Rural Village Project

From 1993 Australia has contributed over $1.77 million for various activities associated with the Addis Ababa Fistula Hospital which is a world centre for fistula treatment, long term care, prevention and training. 
	Hamlin Fistula International Foundation


	$1,000,000

	Indonesia
	Women and Child Health Program – Papua and West Papua

This is a four year program to implement a comprehensive health program which aims to improve access to, and quality of maternal and newborn health services.
	United Nation Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
	$2,885,710

	Kiribati
	Support for Population and Reproductive health

This project aims to provide obstetric equipment and medications for centres renovated under a separate project. 
	United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA)
	$5,000

	Papua New Guinea
	The Capacity Building Service Centre (CBSC) 

This is a five year program that includes capacity building support for reproductive health in the areas of safe motherhood, reproductive health training, maternal and child health, sexual health advice and training and maternal immunisation. 
	JTA International
	$15,600,000

	Philippines
	Support for Population Initiatives

This is a five year program supporting UNFPA activities in the Philippines.
	United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA)
	$823,117

	Global Program
	Core funding for UNFPA

UNFPA has a core focus on universal access to reproductive health care, safe motherhood, addressing HIV/AIDS and promoting gender equality
	United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA)
	$6,000,000

	East & South East Asia & Oceania Region
	Core funding for IPPF

The International Planned Parenthood Foundation, the largest voluntary family planning and reproductive health organisation in the world, is the umbrella organisation for national, autonomous Family Planning Associations in over 180 countries. AusAID funding is earmarked for use in the East & South East Asia & Oceania Region.
	The International Planned Parenthood Foundation (IPPF)
	$2,750,000

	Asia/Pacific Regional
	Sexual and Reproductive Health Programme in Crisis and Post Crisis Situations in East, Southeast Asia and the Pacific 

This program will increase access to sexual and reproductive health services for people in crisis and post crisis situations in the Asia Pacific region. Through building the capacity of organisations in the region to respond effectively to the essential health needs of communities in disaster situations, the incidence of preventable maternal and neonatal death and disability will be reduced.
	International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF)
	 $1,303,339

	Total 2007/2008 Expenditure
	$34,367,166


Question 15 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Fielding asked 

Please provide an answer for question 15 focusing just on the Asia/Pacific region.
Answer
In 2007-2008 AusAID has allocated over $27 million for reproductive and maternal health projects in the Asia-Pacific region. Details of these projects are set out below. 
As per Question 9, please note that specific funding amounts relating to safe birthing and pre and post natal support cannot be extracted from broader maternal and child health programs.

AusAID funding for Maternal and Child Health in the Asia Pacific Region
	Country
	Program & Description
	Organisation Funded
	Estimated 2007-2008 Expenditure

	China/Tibet
	Tibet Health Sector Support Program

This program has been running since 2000 and aims to improve the health of the people of Tibet Autonomous Region through the strengthening of health services with a focus on mother and child health and HIV/AIDS. Progress will be measured through one key indicator – improved maternal and infant mortality rates. 
	Australian Red Cross Society
	$4,000,000

	Indonesia
	Women and Child Health Program – Papua and West Papua

This is a four year program to implement a comprehensive health program which aims to improve access to, and quality of maternal and newborn health services.
	United Nation Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
	$2,885,710

	Kiribati
	Support for Population and Reproductive health

This project aims to provide obstetric equipment and medications for centres renovated under a separate project. 
	United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA)
	$5,000

	Papua New Guinea
	The Capacity Building Service Centre (CBSC) 

This is a five year program that includes capacity building support for reproductive health in the areas of safe motherhood, reproductive health training, maternal and child health, sexual health advice and training and maternal immunisation. 
	JTA International
	$15,600,000

	Philippines
	Support for Population Initiatives

This is a five year program supporting UNFPA activities in the Philippines.
	United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA)
	$823,117

	East & South East Asia & Oceania Region
	Core funding for IPPF

The International Planned Parenthood Foundation, the largest voluntary family planning and reproductive health organisation in the world, is the umbrella organisation for national, autonomous Family Planning Associations in over 180 countries. AusAID funding is earmarked for use in the East & South East Asia & Oceania Region.
	The International Planned Parenthood Foundation (IPPF)
	$2,750,000

	Asia/Pacific Regional
	Sexual and Reproductive Health Programme in Crisis and Post Crisis Situations in East, Southeast Asia and the Pacific 

This program will increase access to sexual and reproductive health services for people in crisis and post crisis situations in the Asia Pacific region. Through building the capacity of organisations in the region to respond effectively to the essential health needs of communities in disaster situations, the incidence of preventable maternal and neonatal death and disability will be reduced.
	International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF)
	 $1,303,339

	Total 2007/2008 Asia Pacific Expenditure
	$27,367,166


Question 16 
Outcome 1, Outputs 1.1 & 1.2
Written question

Senator Fielding asked

What is the Department's assessment of the level of unmet need in helping women to give birth safely in the Asia/Pacific region? What sort of projects and level of funding would meet that need?
Answer
The primary indicators that demonstrate the level of unmet need relating to women giving birth safely are the percentage of deliveries attended by a skilled birth attendant and the Maternal Mortality Ratio (MMR, maternal deaths per 100,000 live births). In nine countries of the Asia-Pacific region more than half of all childbirths occur without the presence of a skilled birth attendant and the MMR remains high in many Asia-Pacific countries (For countries with intermediate mortality levels, the International Conference on Population and Development Programme of Action goals aims to achieve a maternal mortality rate below 100 per 100,000 live births by 2005 and below 60 per 100,000 live births by 2015). In our region, as demonstrated in the table below, East Timor, Bangladesh, Nepal, Laos, Cambodia and PNG have high Maternal Mortality Ratios. 

	Country
	MMR * (Maternal Mortality Ratio - maternal deaths per 100,000 live births)

	Australia
	8

	Cambodia
	450

	Papua New Guinea
	300

	Afghanistan
	1800

	Bangladesh
	380

	India
	540

	Indonesia
	230

	Lao People’s Democratic Republic
	650

	Nepal
	740

	Pakistan
	500

	East Timor
	660


* Source UNFPA State of the World Population 2007. Please note maternal morality ratios are difficult and expensive to obtain and are often inaccurate because of under-reporting and misclassification.

Maternal deaths in the Asia-Pacific region account for almost half of the global total.
Women’s capacity to control their fertility and space births safely is a contributor to maternal mortality. The United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) estimates that approximately some 200 million couples globally still have an unmet need for safe and effective contraception. Preventing unintended pregnancies through access to family planning would avert 20-35 per cent of all maternal deaths.
AusAID’s assessment of the level of unmet need in the Asia/Pacific region is based on these reports:

UNFPA, ‘UNFPA state of the world population report 2007’:

http://www.unfpa.org/swp/2007/presskit/pdf/sowp2007_eng.pdf
The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), Asian Development Bank (ADB), and United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), ‘The Millennium Development Goals: Progress in Asia and the Pacific 2007’:

http://www.unescap.org/stat/mdg/MDG-Progress-Report2007.pdf
The World Health Organisation, UNICEF, UNFPA, The World Bank, ‘Maternal Mortality in 2005’:

http://www.who.int/whosis/mme_2005.pdf
Australia’s commitment to improving maternal health and reducing maternal mortality by helping women give birth safely is reflected in AusAID’s support to achieving Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 5, to ‘reduce the maternal mortality ratio by three quarters by 2015’.

An effective response to reduce maternal mortality requires a functioning health system, with core interventions such as skilled birth attendants close to the community and access to back-up emergency obstetric care. AusAID is addressing the region’s unmet need through supporting projects that specifically improve access to maternal health services, including improving access to emergency obstetric care, more skilled birth attendants and strengthening health systems in countries with high maternal mortality ratios. 
Attachment 3 outlines some of these activities.

Investment in basic maternal and child health remains insufficient. According to the Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health at least an additional US$9 billion a year is needed to meet the basic health care needs of women and children globally. As of 2004 only US$2 billion, less than a quarter of what is needed, was made available by major donors to support such services in developing countries. 
Question 17 
Outcome 1, Outputs 1.1 & 1.2
Written question

Senator Fielding asked 

What is the Department's assessment of the level of unmet need in prenatal and post-natal support in the Asia/Pacific region? What sort of projects and level of funding would meet that need?
Answer
Please refer to the answer to Question 16. A further breakdown of the information supplied is not possible, as activities that address pre and postnatal needs in the region are integrated within broader maternal health programs. 

Question 18
Outcome 1, Outputs 1.1 & 1.2
Written question

Senator Fielding asked 

Please detail all new funding allocations to population/reproductive health programs in the Asia Pacific region, including the amount of allocation, which organisation has received the allocation and details of the programs on which the allocations will be spent.

Answer
Approximately $188 million is currently committed to activities addressing women and children’s health needs in the Asia/Pacific region over the next four years. Funding allocations to population/reproductive health programs include maternal and child health activities. Details of individual programs are set out below.
Future funding for reproductive health 

	Country/Name
	Aid modality/Partners
	Description of concept
	Funding/Duration

	Indonesia

	Support to partner programs - Partner Government Agencies (Provincial and District Health offices).
	Program of assistance to Maternal and Neonatal Health 

This program will strengthen provincial and district capacities to plan and deliver essential maternal and neonatal health services. Will increase access to these services including more skilled birth attendants, health care vouchers and transportation for mothers and newborns needing emergency care.
	$49 million

(2007-2008 to 2010-2011)

	Philippines
	Support to partner programs, multilateral - UN agencies; relevant GoP department (primarily Department of Health) relevant sub-national levels of government, health facilities and NGOs.
	Assistance to multilateral agencies working on women’s and children’s health issues 

This program will primarily provide family planning and women’s and children’s disease prevention and health and nutrition care programs and services. 
	$25 million

(2007-2008 to 2010-2011)

	Bangladesh
	Support to partners programs; sector wide program approach - Ministry of Health and Family Welfare of the Government of Bangladesh, the Department for International Development, GTZ, UNICEF and Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee (BRAC).
	Maternal, Neonatal and Child Health Activity 

The proposed program will support the priorities of the Bangladesh Government’s health and nutrition sector support program. AusAID funds will deliver essential maternal and neonatal health services. The program will increase access to these services including more skilled birth attendants, health care vouchers and transportation for mothers and newborns needing emergency care.
	Approximately $50 million

(2007-2008 to 2010-2011)

	Pakistan
	Support to partner programs –Ministry of Health, Government of Pakistan and Department for International Development.
	Maternal, Neonatal and Child Health Activity 

The program will assist the Government of Pakistan to implement the national maternal and neonatal mortality reduction strategy. It will strengthen national and provincial capacities to plan, budget and deliver essential maternal and neonatal health services. The program will increase access to these services including more skilled birth attendants, health care vouchers and transportation for mothers and newborns needing emergency care.
	$45 million

(2007-2008 to 2010-2011)

	Nepal
	Support to partner programs –Ministry of Health and Population of the Government of Nepal and Department for International Development and UNICEF.
	Maternal, Neonatal and Child Health Activity 

The program will assist the Government of Nepal to implement its maternal and neonatal mortality reduction strategy. The strategy will strengthen national capacity to plan, budget and deliver a cadre of community based health workers to provide maternal and neonatal health promotion and care to the poor in remote and rural communities, and to facilitate mothers and newborns to access skilled birth attendants.
	$14 million

(2007-2008 to 2010- 2011)

	Pacific Regional
	Support to partner programs – International Planned Parenthood Federation and local member associations 
	Sexual and Reproductive Capacity Building Facility The program will support capacity building for local organisations in sexual and reproductive health clinical services; professional and community education and training; and advocacy. 
	$5 million 
(2007-2008 to 2011-2012)


Question 19 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Fielding asked 

Is AusAID funding any new population/reproductive health programs not funded by the previous Government?
Answer
There are no new population/reproductive health programs funded since the change of Government. 

Activities approved in the 2007-2008 budget process are currently being implemented.

Question 20 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Fielding asked

Is any AusAID funding going to organisations which are abortion providers? Please provide details including the amount of allocation, which organisation has received the allocation and details of the programs on which the allocations will be spent.
Answer
AusAID does not provide funding for abortion.  The agency provides support for sexual and reproductive health activities to a broad range of agencies including United Nations organisations, such as UNFPA, international NGOs, such as the International Planned Parenthood Federation, national NGOs, such as Marie Stopes International Australia, and government service providers in the Asia-Pacific region. Some of these agencies provide abortion services as part of their broader program of assistance but AusAID funds are not used to support abortion or abortion related services.

	Topic: Funding of eye hospital in Myanmar


Question 21 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 67
Senator Nettle asked
A Myanmar newspaper New Light of Myanmar included an article last week regarding a project is at Nay Pyi Taw General Hospital, in an area of Burma which primarily serves the military in terms of who lives in that area and who that hospital services. 

(a) Will the AusAID funding for this project benefit the people of Burma. The concern is that it not go to the military elite but rather to the people of Burma? 
(b) Given the recent pressure that the government—the former government in particular—has been placing on the Burmese government, why was this project announced now?
Answer
Answer No. 1 (a):

Contrary to the report in the Burmese government newspaper, New Light of Myanmar, Australian aid is not being used to provide equipment to the Nay Pyi Taw General Hospital or any military hospital in Burma. The surgical equipment referred to in the article was provided through the AusAID-funded Vision Myanmar project to an under-resourced regional eye centre in Pyinmana township.

Poor and disadvantaged people throughout Burma will be able to access eye surgery as a result of the AusAID-funded Vision Myanmar project. The equipment purchased by the Vision Myanmar initiative will help reduce the very high incidence of preventable blindness in Burma. Through this initiative much-needed assistance to 28 regional eye centres across Burma will be provided, including building capacity in eye surgery.
Answer No. 1 (b):
Further to Answer No. 1 (a), the media coverage in the New Light of Myanmar newspaper was not arranged by the Australian Government.

Question 22
Outcome 1, Output 1.2 

Hansard page 68
Senator Payne asked
Please provide us with an outline of the programs on HIV, TB and malaria (AusAID’s key focus areas for Burma) for example the Three Diseases Fund.
Answer
Support to basic health is a priority of Australia’s humanitarian assistance to the people of Burma. Several basic health initiatives, inside Burma, focus on the prevention and control of communicable and vector borne diseases, such as HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria.

The Three Diseases Fund to Tackle HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Tuberculosis was established in April 2007. The key beneficiaries of the Three Diseases Fund are the most vulnerable populations inside Burma. The Three Diseases Fund supports prevention, treatment and care through the United Nations, international NGOs, community groups and local civil society organisations.  Australia will provide $15 million over five years (2006-2011) to the Fund.

The Burnet Institute (to which the Australia Government is contributing $1.9 million over 2007-2012) is working to strengthen the ability of local organisations to create and manage HIV/AIDS prevention and care programs. Australia is also supporting Marie Stopes International Australia (Australia is contributing $1.9 million over 2007-2012) to provide sexual reproductive health services, including HIV/AIDS voluntary counselling, testing and prevention education. Similarly, a consortium of six international NGOs, led by Save the Children, is establishing a program (Australia is contributing $1 million over 2007-2009) that will provide mentoring and funding support for local NGOs to undertake micro-projects in areas such as HIV/AIDS prevention, care and support. The Australian Red Cross (Australia is contributing $500,000 over 2003-2008) is working in partnership with the International Federation of Red Cross and Burma Red Cross Society to address HIV/AIDS and common health problems among the urban and rural populations of Kyaingtung Township, Eastern Shan State.

Australia is supporting several integrated livelihood activities in northern Rakhine State with United National Development Programme ($1.1 million total Australian Government funding over 2007-08) and CARE Australia (Australian Government funding of $3.48 million over 2004-2009) that include initiatives in HIV/AIDS and Malaria prevention and care.

Outside Burma, on the Thai side of the Thai Burma border, Australia has supported the Thai Burma Border Consortium (TBBC) (last contribution was $703,000 in 2006-07), through the National Council of Churches in Australia, to implement its basic relief programs (including shelter, food and basic medical services) for an estimated 140,000 Burmese refugees on the Thai Burma border. The improvement of the health and nutritional status of refugees is a focus of this work, including the supplementary feeding of refugees living with HIV/AIDS and Tuberculosis (among other vulnerable groups). Efforts to prevent the spread of Malaria are also part of TBBC’s work, with the distribution of mosquito nets to Burmese refugees.

Topic: Funding of NGOs in Zimbabwe

Question 23 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Stott Despoja asked
In April 2007, the Zimbabwean Government cancelled the licences of all aid groups and forced them to reapply for permission to operate in-country. Have any independent aid groups been successful in being granted a licence?
Answer
Aid organisations continue to operate in Zimbabwe, and the Australian Government is not aware that any have had their registration cancelled.
Topic: Government appointments

Question 24 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Minchin asked
Please provide a list of all appointments made by the Government (through the Executive Council, Cabinet and Ministers) to Statutory Authorities, Executive Agencies and Advisory Boards, with a brief outline of the respective appointee’s credentials.

Answer
No appointments have been made by the Government to any statutory authority with regard to AusAID.
Question 25 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question
Senator Minchin asked
Please provide a list of all vacancies which remain to be filled by Ministerial (including Cabinet and Executive Council) appointments.

Answer
There are no vacancies which remain to be filled by the Minister with regard to AusAID.
Topic: Grants provided by AusAID

Question 26
Outcome 1, Output 1.1

Written question

Senator Minchin asked 

Please provide a list of all grants which have been approved by Ministers from within their portfolios.
Answer
AusAID does not provide discretionary grants.
Topic: HIV/AIDS

Question 27 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 84
Senator Payne asked
How many countries are now participating in the Australia-Pacific business coalition groups following the launch of the coalition in Jakarta in December?

Answer

The Asia Pacific Business Coalition on AIDS was launched in February 2006.  Its members include a diverse range of international and Australian businesses (for list, see www.apbca.com). Since then, 10 countries have established, or are working to establish, their own country-based business coalitions.
Thailand, Singapore, Indonesia, Myanmar and Papua New Guinea have fully developed business coalitions. Business coalitions in Cambodia and Vietnam are in the late development stage. Business coalitions in India, China and Fiji are in the early development stage.
Question 28
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 84
Senator Payne asked
What has been Australia’s most recent involvement with the Asia Pacific Leadership Forum in terms of local activities?

Answer
Australia's Ambassador for HIV, Murray Proctor, is an Asia Pacific Leadership Forum steering committee member. The steering committee met for the sixth time in New Delhi on 26-27 February 2008. Steering committee members are tasked with promoting the forum through their respective networks, acting as examples of strong leaders on HIV related issues and providing strategic guidance to the Asia Pacific Leadership Forum in implementation of activities.

In December 2007, Mr Proctor gave the keynote address at the Fiji Australia Business Forum. The Asia Pacific Leadership Forum was instrumental in ensuring HIV/AIDS - Overcoming Denial and Protecting our Workforce was the first session of the program.

AusAID works closely with UNAIDS, including on the Asia Pacific Leadership Forum, and engages with and supports country level Asia Pacific Leadership Forum activities as appropriate.

Question 29 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 84
Senator Payne asked
Please provide information (including publication dates) for research regarding HIV/AIDS commissioned under AusAID’s new research program.
Answer
HIV commissioned research has not yet commenced under the new AusAID research program. The commissioning process will start in mid 2008. However, under the Australian Development Research Awards 2007 pilot round, five HIV investigator-initiated research projects have been selected to receive AusAID funding, commencing in 2008. They range in duration from one to four years and collectively total $2,151,341. Further information on these projects is available on the AusAID website at http://www.ausaid.gov.au/research/awards.cfm. Research reports will be published and other dissemination activities undertaken after the projects are completed.

Topic: Nauru MOU

Question 30 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 69
Senator Nettle asked
Please provide a breakdown of the aid in each of the major sectors for the current Nauru MOU and for the new MOU.
Answer
The current MOU (MOU V) runs from 1st January 2008 through to 30th June 2009. The previous MOU (MOU IV) ran from 20th September 2005 through to 31st December 2007. Allocations under the two MOUs are as follows:

	Sector
	2005-06

Expenditure
	2006-07

Expenditure
	2007-08

Estimated Expenditure



	Development Planning and Aid Coordination
	$316,468
	$469,253
	$612,680

	Economic development and public sector management
	$635,796
	$1,705,541
	$1,268,532

	Food Security
	$0
	$600,000
	$33,855

	Education
	$1,549,207
	$661,467
	$1,084,212

	Health
	$1,603,024
	$$3,050,802
	$2,792,187

	Infrastructure (utilities)
	$7,058,007
	$10,372,287
	$8,418,648

	Parliamentary Assistance
	$34,324
	$62,005
	$100,000

	Logistics Support for Australian in-line officials and short term personnel working in health, education, utilities and public financial administration.
	$1,640,823
	$1,811,158
	$1,418,659

	
	
	
	

	Total
	$12,837,649
	$18,795,646
	$15,822,502


The MOUs also cover the Police capacity building program funded and managed by the Australian Federal Police. 

Allocations under MOU V for the 2008-09 financial year will be determined during discussion to be held with the Government of Nauru following release of the Australian Federal budget.

Topic: PNG performance grants

Question 31 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

(a) Can you outline the different triggers that PNG must fulfil to access its additional performance grants in the financial years covered by the current Australia PNG DCS strategy? (2006-2010)

(b) Can you outline which have already been fulfilled since 2006? 
Answer

(a) The triggers for the Performance Review and Dialogue (PRD) grant are agreed on an annual basis between the Governments of Australia and PNG. The triggers that were agreed in 2006 and 2007 are outlined below. Triggers for 2008 are currently being discussed. 

2006 triggers

Objective 1: Resource allocation increasingly directed to Medium Term Development Strategy (MTDS) priorities

Trigger:

Proportion of appropriations defined in both the 2007 recurrent and development budgets ( as presented to Parliament) as being directed towards MTDS priorities is greater than or at least not less than the 2006 appropriations

Objective 2: AusAID participation in Government of PNG quarterly budget reviews

Trigger:
AusAID receives the Treasurer and Department of National Planning and Monitoring (DNPM) reports of each quarterly budgets review within one week of them being transmitted to the Central Agencies Coordinating Committee and DNPM receiving AusAID’s quarterly expenditure and performance report. Contacts in AusAID, the Departments of Treasury and National Planning and Monitoring should be nominated with whom enquiries may be followed up.

Objective 3: Development of a performance management framework for the MTDS, with DNPM leadership (which will ultimately be integrated with the whole-of-government Performance Management Framework (PMF))
Trigger:

Communication to AusAID of a Government of PNG (GoPNG) decision that:

· Defines the baselines, indicators and other analytical tools to be used to track progress against MTDS outcomes, backed by an analysis of data sources and of priorities for improvement in those sources;
· Covers the collection and analysis of information that enables DNPM to verify that annual plans and budgets of GoPNG agencies are contributing to MTDS outcomes, drawing on both planning documents and reporting on implementation; and in particular that information on key governance and expenditure policies in Chapter 5 of the MTDS are tracked;

· Determines the allocation of resources and responsibilities to ensure that the Minister of National Planning and Monitoring can fulfil his mandate of reporting annually to the National Executive Council and making a statement to Parliament in March of every year;

· Provides for the rolling forward of the Medium Term Resource Framework as envisaged in the MTDS; and

· Clarifies the relationship between the performance management framework for the MTDS and the whole-of-government PMF.

Objective 4: Senior Management meetings (DNPM/AusAID) held on a bimonthly basis

Trigger:

Meetings held every two months with other senior meetings relating to the development cooperation program, such as High Level Consultations, Donor Consultation Workshop, Senior Officials Meeting and Ministerial Forum counting towards the trigger.

2007 triggers

Objective 1: GoPNG resources directed to MTDS priorities

Triggers:

(a) The proportion of appropriations defined in both the 2008 recurrent and development budgets as being directed towards MTDS priorities is equal to or greater than the 2007 appropriations;

(b) GoPNG to transmit to AusAID an analysis of 2006 expenditure outcomes directed to MTDS priorities, including comparison with 2006 appropriations.

Objective 2: Improved budget implementation, transparency and integrity

Trigger: Mid-year economic and fiscal outlook report and final outcome report as required under the Fiscal Responsibility Act (2006), shared with development partners and published on government website as early as possible after tabling in Parliament.

Objective 3: PNG Government taking management decisions based on a whole-of-government performance management framework

Triggers:

(a) Develop a whole-of-government Performance Monitoring Framework;

(b) Publish the first GoPNG MTDS Performance Report (utilising data from the MTDS Performance Management Framework) and make it available for use in the 2008 budget formulation process, including for the Budget Screening Committee.   

Objective 4: Government-led dialogue with development partners delivering continuous improvement in aid effectiveness in PNG

(a) GoPNG presents to its development partners for adoption a Core Statement on Aid Effectiveness in PNG which reflects consultations with development partners and identifies practical measures to implement in PNG the Paris Declaration on Aid Effectiveness objectives of: (i) country ownership; (ii) alignment of strategies and programs; (iii) harmonization of systems and procedures; (iv) managing for results; and (v) mutual accountability;

(b) One Donor Consultation Forum hosted by DNPM.

Objective 5: Development activities funded by PRD performance grants delivered in a timely, efficient and effective manner

Trigger: Contracts awarded to the value of $30 million for road maintenance, road rehabilitation and project supervision services, in accordance with an agreed work program and budget and with the GoPNG Good Procurement Manual and Public Finance (Management) Act.

(b) 

2006 triggers

All the 2006 triggers were met.

2007 triggers

Progress on the 2007 triggers is currently being assessed.

Question 32
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked 

Is PNG on track to meet the key triggers to access the 2008 performance Grant?

Answer
The achievement of the 2007 triggers and the level of the associated Performance Grant are currently being assessed. Triggers for the 2008 grant (to be paid in 2009) are currently under discussion. 

Question 33
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

How is the performance grant implemented? It is made to the PNG government or allocated as a top-up to existing projects? Is this decision made by the donor or the recipient?

Answer

GoPNG is responsible for proposing areas where the performance grant will be expended. Its proposal is subject to AusAID agreement. Grant funding in 2006 was channelled through the AusAID Transport Sector Support Program. GoPNG is yet to put forward a spending proposal for the 2007 grant.

Question 34 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

Is there an intention to increase/scale–up the use of performance grants in PNG in the future? 

Answer
In 2006 the Performance Grant was $30 million, and in 2007 it was $35 million. Funding for the 2008 grant will be determined following the 2008/09 Budget. 

Topic: PNG program contracts

Question 35 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

What proportion of the JTA International-managed Health Sector Capacity Building Centre is Technical Assistance (TA) and training? 

Answer
During the period 1 August 2005 (start of the contract with JTA International (JTAI)) to 31 December 2007, 62 per cent of the budget was spent on Technical Assistance and other capacity building activities.

Question 36
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

What are the formal mechanisms by which JTA works in partnership with PNG governmental and departmental structures? 

Answer
The Capacity Building Service Centre (CBSC) is a three-way partnership between the Australian Government (through AusAID), the Government of PNG (through the National Department of Health) and JTA International.  This partnership is formalised through the CBSC Charter and CBSC Board. The Board, consisting of representatives from the (PNG) Department of National Planning and Monitoring, (PNG) National Department of Health, AusAID and JTAI, meets 2-3 times per year to provide direction for CBSC and make decisions on funding allocation. 

An agreement between AusAID and JTA International outlines the contractual relationship between the two entities. This agreement may be amended by decisions of the CBSC Board.

Question 37 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

What proportion of the total funding provided to JTA International is to be subcontracted to local service providers and institutions? (please note that the words ‘provided to JTA International’ were later added to the original question asked by Senator Nettle)
Answer
9 per cent of funding provided to JTAI under CBSC is formally subcontracted to local institutions or individuals.
Question 38 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

What proportion of the Coffey International Sub National Initiative contract in PNG, is Technical Assistance? 

Answer

Approximately 55 per cent of contract costs are spent on technical assistance activities.
Question 39 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

What proportion of the GRM international contract for the Australia Agricultural Research and Development Support Facility is Technical Assistance and training (TA)? 

Answer
33 per cent of contract costs are spent on technical assistance and training.   

Question 40 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked 

What are the formal mechanisms that GRM works in partnership with PNG based agricultural research and development facilities? (What proportion is subcontracted, direct budget support to local institution, or to advisors and consultants?) 
Answer
The Agricultural Research and Development Support Facility (ARDSF) operates under a formal subsidiary arrangement between the Government of Australia and the Government of PNG. GRM works directly with the National Agricultural Research System (NARS) Institutions to implement the ARDSF. The NARS comprise the six research and commodity organisations whose involvement is formalised through management and membership of the Facility governance bodies. On operational matters GRM engages with the NARS through Working Groups.

The ARDSF governance bodies are: the Standing Committee, ARDSF Management Committees, Agricultural Innovations Grants Scheme (AIGS) Scoping and Selection Committee and the NARS Coordinating Committee. 

The total value of ARDSF is $35 million from 2006-11. GRM manages components valued at $27 million:

· $10.59 million for GRM managed initiatives, of which technical assistance is 61 per cent

· $16.43 million in a trust account, of which:

· $6.25 million is allocated to NARS – in 2007-08, 58 per cent of this is for technical assistance and workshops

· $7.5 million is allocated to AIGS – over the five years, approximately 65 per cent of this is for local grants and approximately 35 per cent is for capacity building including technical assistance.  

No part of this program is subcontracted.

Topic: Scholarships

Question 41 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Hansard page 75
Senator Payne asked
What is the gender split of scholarships awarded in each country?

Answer

Table 1: Gender Split for AusAID Scholarship Programs

Table 2: Academic Year Breakdown for Scholarships Awarded

Table 3: Regional Academic Year Breakdown for Scholarships Awarded

Appendix 1 - Pacific

Appendix 2 – Papua New Guinea

Appendix 3 – West Asia/Middle East

Appendix 4 – South Asia

Appendix 5 – East Asia

Appendix 6 – North Asia

Appendix 7 – Africa
Table 1. Scholarships Awarded in 2007 and 2008 Academic Years
	Males
	Females

	Number of scholarships
	1600
	1635

	Overall percentage
	50%
	50%


Table 2. Breakdown for Scholarships Awarded in 2007 and 2008 Academic Years
	2007 Academic Year
	2008 Academic Year

	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female

	Number of scholarships
	812
	869
	788
	766

	Overall percentage (per Academic Year)
	48%
	52%
	51%
	49%


Table 3. Regional Academic Year Breakdown for Scholarships Awarded
	2007 Academic Year
	2008 Academic Year

	REGION

 
	Male
	Female
	Male
	Female

	PACIFIC TOTAL (appendix 1)
	104
	130
	217
	172

	% per academic year
	44%
	56%
	56%
	44%

	
	
	
	
	

	PNG TOTAL (appendix 2)
	73
	70
	91
	81

	% per academic year
	51%
	49%
	53%
	47%

	
	
	
	
	

	WEST ASIA/MIDDLE EAST TOTAL (appendix 3)
	54
	24
	46
	22

	% per academic year
	69%
	31%
	68%
	32%

	
	
	
	
	

	SOUTH ASIA TOTAL (appendix 4)
	71
	54
	70
	53

	% per academic year
	57%
	43%
	57%
	43%

	
	
	
	
	

	EAST ASIA TOTAL (appendix 5)
	439
	512
	300
	347

	% per academic year
	46%
	54%
	46%
	54%

	
	
	
	
	

	NORTH ASIA TOTAL (appendix 6)
	28
	29
	20
	33

	% per academic year
	49%
	51%
	38%
	62%

	
	
	
	
	

	AFRICA TOTAL (appendix 7)
	43
	50
	44
	58

	% per academic year
	46%
	54%
	43%
	57%


Appendix 1—Pacific

	REGION
	 
	2007 Academic Year
	2008 Academic Year

	Country
	 
	Male
	Female
	Male 
	Female

	
	
	
	
	
	

	PACIFIC TOTAL 
	 
	104
	130
	217
	172

	% per academic year
	 
	44%
	56%
	56%
	44%

	Cook Islands
	Number
	1
	0
	0
	1

	 
	%
	100%
	0%
	0%
	100%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Federated State of Micronesia
	Number
	3
	2
	7
	5

	 
	%
	60%
	40%
	58%
	42%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	French Polynesia
	Number
	0
	0
	2
	4

	 
	%
	n/a
	n/a
	33%
	67%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Fiji
	Number
	21
	23
	43
	24

	 
	%
	48%
	52%
	64%
	36%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Kiribati
	Number
	14
	41
	33
	20

	 
	%
	25%
	75%
	62%
	38%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Marshal Islands
	Number
	1
	0
	3
	2

	 
	%
	n/a
	n/a
	60%
	40%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Nauru
	Number
	5
	5
	12
	7

	 
	%
	50%
	50%
	63%
	37%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	New Caledonia
	Number
	0
	2
	2
	1

	 
	%
	0%
	100%
	67%
	33%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Niue
	Number
	4
	3
	2
	2

	 
	%
	57%
	43%
	50%
	50%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Palau
	Number
	0
	1
	0
	0

	 
	%
	0%
	100%
	n/a
	n/a

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Samoa
	Number
	14
	19
	13
	19

	 
	%
	42%
	58%
	41%
	59%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Solomon Islands
	Number
	10
	5
	39
	39

	 
	%
	67%
	33%
	50%
	50%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tokelau
	Number
	4
	2
	1
	3

	 
	%
	67%
	33%
	25%
	75%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tonga
	Number
	10
	14
	20
	25

	 
	%
	42%
	58%
	44%
	56%


Appendix 1—Pacific continued
	REGION
	 
	2007 Academic Year
	2008 Academic Year

	Country
	 
	Male
	Female
	Male 
	Female

	
	
	
	
	
	

	PACIFIC TOTAL 
	 
	104
	130
	217
	172

	% per academic year
	 
	44%
	56%
	56%
	44%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Tuvalu
	Number
	9
	9
	6
	6

	 
	%
	50%
	50%
	50%
	50%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Vanuatu
	Number
	6
	3
	33
	14

	 
	%
	67%
	33%
	70%
	30%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Wallis & Futuna
	Number
	2
	1
	1
	0

	 
	%
	67%
	33%
	100%
	0%


Appendix 2—Papua New Guinea

	REGION
	 
	2007 Academic Year
	2008 Academic Year

	Country
	 
	Male
	Female
	Male 
	Female

	
	
	
	
	
	

	PNG TOTAL 
	 
	73
	70
	91
	81

	% per academic year
	 
	51%
	49%
	53%
	47%


Appendix 3—West Asia/Middle East

	REGION
	 
	2007 Academic Year
	2008 Academic Year

	Country
	 
	Male
	Female
	Male 
	Female

	
	
	
	
	
	

	WEST ASIA/MIDDLE EAST TOTAL 
	 
	54
	24
	46
	22

	% per academic year
	 
	69%
	31%
	68%
	32%

	Afghanistan
	Number
	0
	0
	1
	2

	 
	%
	n/a
	n/a
	33%
	67%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Pakistan
	Number
	54
	24
	45
	19

	 
	%
	69%
	31%
	70%
	30%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Iraq
	Number
	0
	0
	0
	1

	 
	%
	n/a
	n/a
	0%
	100%


Appendix 4—South Asia

	REGION
	 
	2007 Academic Year
	2008 Academic Year

	Country
	 
	Male
	Female
	Male 
	Female

	
	
	
	
	
	

	SOUTH ASIA TOTAL 
	 
	71
	54
	70
	53

	% per academic year
	 
	57%
	43%
	57%
	43%

	Bangladesh
	Number
	38
	18
	20
	14

	 
	%
	68%
	32%
	59%
	41%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Bhutan
	Number
	7
	9
	20
	9

	 
	%
	44%
	56%
	69%
	31%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	India
	Number
	5
	5
	6
	3

	 
	%
	50%
	50%
	67%
	33%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Maldives
	Number
	7
	10
	10
	13

	 
	%
	41%
	59%
	43%
	57%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Nepal
	Number
	7
	2
	3
	6

	 
	%
	78%
	22%
	33%
	67%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sri Lanka
	Number
	7
	10
	11
	8

	 
	%
	41%
	59%
	58%
	42%


Appendix 5—East Asia

	REGION
	 
	2007 Academic Year
	2008 Academic Year

	Country
	 
	Male
	Female
	Male 
	Female

	
	
	
	
	
	

	EAST ASIA TOTAL 
	 
	439
	512
	300
	347

	% per academic year
	 
	46%
	54%
	46%
	54%

	Cambodia
	Number
	25
	8
	23
	7

	 
	%
	76%
	24%
	77%
	23%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	East Timor
	Number
	8
	6
	7
	7

	 
	%
	57%
	43%
	50%
	50%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Indonesia
	Number
	286
	303
	142
	154

	 
	%
	49%
	51%
	48%
	52%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Laos
	Number
	23
	25
	23
	24

	 
	%
	48%
	52%
	49%
	51%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Phillipines
	Number
	32
	65
	39
	67

	 
	%
	33%
	67%
	37%
	63%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Thailand
	Number
	0
	2
	2
	1

	 
	%
	0%
	100%
	67%
	33%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Vietnam
	Number
	65
	103
	64
	87

	 
	%
	39%
	61%
	42%
	58%


Appendix 6—North Asia

	REGION
	 
	2007 Academic Year
	2008 Academic Year

	Country
	 
	Male
	Female
	Male 
	Female

	
	
	
	
	
	

	NORTH ASIA TOTAL
	 
	28
	29
	20
	33

	% per academic year
	 
	49%
	51%
	38%
	62%

	China
	Number
	19
	20
	10
	23

	 
	%
	49%
	51%
	30%
	70%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Mongolia
	Number
	9
	9
	10
	10

	 
	%
	50%
	50%
	50%
	50%


Appendix 7—Africa

	REGION
	 
	2007 Academic Year
	2008 Academic Year

	Country
	 
	Male
	Female
	Male 
	Female

	
	
	
	
	
	

	AFRICA TOTAL 
	 
	43
	50
	44
	58

	% per academic year
	 
	46%
	54%
	43%
	57%

	BOTSWANA
	Number
	0
	0
	2
	3

	 
	%
	n/a
	n/a
	40%
	60%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	KENYA
	Number
	7
	6
	7
	7

	 
	%
	54%
	46%
	50%
	50%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	LESOTHO
	Number
	1
	6
	1
	7

	 
	%
	14%
	86%
	13%
	88%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	MALAWI
	Number
	3
	4
	3
	4

	 
	%
	43%
	57%
	43%
	57%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	MOZAMBIQUE
	Number
	9
	9
	8
	9

	 
	%
	50%
	50%
	47%
	53%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	NAMIBIA
	Number
	1
	1
	0
	2

	 
	%
	50%
	50%
	0%
	100%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	RWANDA
	Number
	0
	0
	1
	0

	 
	%
	n/a
	n/a
	100%
	0%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	SOUTH AFRICA
	Number
	4
	6
	4
	5

	 
	%
	40%
	60%
	44%
	56%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	SWAZILAND
	Number
	2
	3
	1
	1

	 
	%
	40%
	60%
	50%
	50%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	TANZANIA
	Number
	8
	5
	7
	6

	 
	%
	62%
	38%
	54%
	46%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	UGANDA
	Number
	3
	6
	4
	9

	 
	%
	33%
	67%
	31%
	69%

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	ZAMBIA
	Number
	5
	4
	6
	5

	 
	%
	56%
	44%
	55%
	45%


Topic: Scholarships to Indonesian students
Question 42
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

How many scholarships have been granted to students from Indonesia in 07/08?

Answer
Scholarships for Indonesian students are awarded each calendar year to match the Australian academic calendar. For the 2007 and 2008 academic years, AusAID has awarded a total of 885 scholarships to students from Indonesia under the Australian Development Scholarships, Australian Leadership Awards, Australian Partnerships Scholarships, Carnegie Mellon University-AusAID Scholarships and the Centre for Transnational Crime Prevention Scholarships.

Question 43 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Nettle asked 

How many scholarships have been granted to students from the province of West Papua 07/08?

Answer

Scholarships for Indonesian students are awarded each calendar year to match the Australian academic calendar. For the 2007 and 2008 academic years, AusAID has awarded a total of 14 scholarships to students from the Province of West Papua. These scholarships were awarded under the Australian Development Scholarships and Australian Partnership Scholarships.
Topic: Transfer of funds

Question 44 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1

Written question

Senator Minchin asked

Please provide a list of requests to the Department of Finance to move funds within each portfolio
Answer
AusAID has not moved any funds within the Portfolio.
Topic: Upscaling of the aid program

Question 45 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1

Written question

Senator Fielding asked 

What plans does the Government have to meet the Millennium Development Goal of increasing foreign aid spending to 0.7 per cent of gross national income by 2015? Please provide details of the funding timetable.
Answer
In July 2007 Mr Rudd, in a speech to the Lowy Institute, committed the Government to raising Australia's ratio of Official Development Assistance to Gross National Income to 0.5 per cent by 2015–16. The Government accepts an Official Development Assistance to Gross National Income ratio of 0.7 per cent as a long term aspiration, further steps towards which will be considered closer to 2015–16. 
Topic: Water management

Question 46 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Siewert asked

What number of Australian Government officials were sent on delegation to the World Water Forums in 2002 in Kyoto and 2005 in Mexico City, and the costs of these delegations? 

Answer

The official Australian Government delegation to the World Water Forum in Kyoto included one AusAID delegate. The cost of AusAID participation was approximately $10,000.

The official Australian Government delegation to the World Water Forum in Mexico City comprised eight delegates from seven Commonwealth and State agencies, two of whom were from AusAID. The cost of AusAID participation in the Forum and subsequent consultations with the World Bank in Washington DC was approximately $35,000.
Question 47 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Siewert asked 

What has been the cost of all activities the Government has undertaken on freshwater management issues internationally in the last 3 years?

Answer
It would be an unreasonable diversion of resources for my department to cover in its response all Australian Government activities undertaken in relation to freshwater management issues internationally for the last 3 years. Australian aid program expenditure in this sector from 2005–06 to 2007–08 is approximately $38 million.

Question 48 
Outcome 1, Output 1.2
Written question

Senator Siewert asked

What has been the cost of all expenditures the Government has undertaken to promote better management of freshwater watercourses shared between two or more countries in the past 3 years through AusAID and other agencies?

Answer

Of the $38 million indicated in response to the previous question, approximately $4 million related to watercourses shared between two or more countries.

Question 49 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Siewert asked

Does the government consider that climate change may adversely affect freshwater resources and have the potential to aggravate instability and poverty? Is this concern heightened where there are not agreements between nations for the cooperative, equitable and sustainable management of trans-boundary watercourses?

Answer

The potentially adverse effects of climate change on freshwater resources, and the implications of these effects for stability and development, are well documented. Arrangements and institutions that facilitate the cooperative management of transboundary watercourses can help to mitigate these impacts.  

Question 50 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Siewert asked 

Is the Government concerned over the potential for instability and aggravation of poverty due to conflicting uses by countries of freshwater watercourses shared between two or more countries? In which countries or regions are such problems evident to the Government? What priority does the Government place on promoting agreements between nations for the cooperative, equitable and sustainable management of such watercourses?

Answer
See answer to previous question regarding linkages between stability, development and climate-related impacts on freshwater resources. Australia’s aid program has accorded high priority to supporting the Mekong River Commission and National Mekong Committees for over two decades to improve cooperation and management of the Mekong River’s resources.
	Topic: Annual Review of Development Effectiveness


Question 51 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Nettle asked
What is the anticipated release date of the forthcoming Annual Review of Development Effectiveness? Given that it is delayed, what time period will it cover? 

Answer
The Annual Review of Development Effectiveness covering the 2006-07 financial year was tabled in Parliament on 20 March 2008.
Topic: Contract Management Policy
Question 52 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

In the 2007 Calender year how many firms have received contracts from AusAID who are not Australian, New Zealand or OECD based firms? 
Answer
In the 2007 calendar year approximately 212 firms have received contracts (including commercial contracts and grant/funding agreements) from AusAID which do not have a registered business address in Australia, New Zealand or an OECD member country. Of these, approximately 114 firms received commercial procurement contracts.  

These statistics exclude minor contracts (less than $10,000) as these are not separately recorded in the AusAID agreement management system.  If all the contracts let from our various overseas posts were included, the actual number of contracted firms who are not Australian, New Zealand or OECD based firms would in fact be considerably higher (these contracts cover small value procurements such as IT support services, interpretation/ translation services, security, office fit-outs, office consumables, auditing, legal advice, printing and fleet services). 

In addition, these statistics do not recognise the number of non Australian, New Zealand or OECD based firms that have received sub-contracts under AusAID’s main contracts.  

Question 53 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

With a significant proportion of project funds being subcontracted by the larger Australian Managing Contractors (AMCs), what levels of transparency exist for these forms of in-house procurement? 

Answer
All of AusAID’s contracts include the requirement for AMCs to act consistently with the Commonwealth Procurement Guideline principles. These principles include obligations to make decisions in an accountable and transparent manner. AMCs run their procurements for subcontracted goods and services transparently by publicly advertising subcontract opportunities on their corporate websites, AusAID’s ‘Australian Development Gateway’ website, and other local, regional, and/or international media sources appropriate for the particular procurement. Furthermore, AusAID’s audit section conducts a regular program of audits to assess the adequacy of AMCs systems for tendering and procurement of goods and services (including subcontracting) to meet the principles of the Commonwealth Procurement Guidelines. 

In addition, all of AusAID’s major contracts include the requirement for Contractors to provide AusAID, if requested, with the details of any proposed or executed sub-contract and to maintain accurate records of the procurement procedures followed.  These records may be audited by AusAID from time to time. In addition, most major contracts with significant procurements include the requirement for contractors to obtain written approval from AusAID for procurements over $100,000 (or more) prior to entering into a sub-contract.

Question 54 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Nettle asked 

Does AusAID have guidelines for these private procurement processes? 

Answer
As noted above at question 53, Australian Managing Contractors are required to conduct procurements in a manner consistent with the principles of the Commonwealth Procurement Guidelines.

Question 55 
Outcome 1, Output 1.1
Written question

Senator Nettle asked

Are AMCs required to utilise in-country, government procurement processes to engage subcontractors when subcontracting to local firms?

Answer
Where an AMC is engaging subcontractors from local firms as part of an AusAID funded commercial procurement they are not required to utilise in-country, government procurement processes, but rather are under the obligation to act consistently with Australia’s Commonwealth Procurement Guideline principles and any local labour law.

However, when an AMC is engaging subcontractors from local firms as a component of a program that is embedded in a government department or agency, and where the AMC is using a partner governments’ procurement system, the AMC will be required to comply with the in-country, government processes in undertaking the subcontractor engagement.
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