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DEST Question No. E772_06 
 
Senator Wong asked on 2 November 2005, EWRE Hansard page 119   
 
Question:  
 
Can you take on notice how many other applications for exemption have been made over the 
last five years? How long has the scheme been in existence? 
 
The question was asked in the context of an application by Bridge Business College for an 
Ministerial exemption from membership of a Tuition Assurance Scheme (TAS). 
 
Answer:  
 
Ministerial Exemption from TAS coverage 
 
The Education Services for Overseas Students Act 2000 (the ESOS Act) took effect on 4 
June 2001.  Under the ESOS Act all registered providers must belong to a Tuition Assurance 
Scheme (TAS), unless exempted by the Education Services for Overseas Students 
Regulations 2001 (the Regulations).     
 
Applications for Ministerial exemption are made on a course by course basis.   
 
Since the ESOS Act and its Regulations were introduced 70 providers have applied for a 
Ministerial exemption from TAS membership for 775 courses.   
 
 




